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THE 


INFORMATION 
O F 
Joſtah Keeling, 


if 


OF THE 
PARISH of St. Butolph without Aldgate, 
IN THE 
County of Middleſex, Salter, 
Taken the 12th. of Tune 1 68 Z« 


His Informarit depdſeth arid faith, That ſome time be- 
fore that His Majeſty went laſt to Newmarket, a- 
bout a Fortnight or T tiree Weeks as he remembers, 
Mr. Richard Goodenough (Under-Sheriff to Mr. Bethel 
and Mr. Corniſh, late Shetiffs of Loxdon ) did at the 
Sun-Tavern, behind the Royal Exchange,take this Ins 

| formant aſide,” and ask him how matiy Men; hez 

this Informant, could procure to take away the Life ofthe King, and 

Duke of Tork : He having begun his Diſcourſe with this Informant, 

by telling him that we (meaning thereby himſelf, this Informant; 

and other Citizens of Loxdoy) were like to be in Slavery ; and to 
loſe Our Charter: To which Queſtion this Informant anſwered, 
to the beſt of his Remertibrance, That he could not procure any to do 
that Work. This Informant further ſaith, That meeting the ſaid Goodez 
nough a ſecond time, while His Majeſty was yet at Newmarket, he 
told this Informant , That the ogly way to - prevent” Shedding of 
Blood. was to take off the King I e privately, and a 
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his Former Requeſt to me {this Informant) to procure what Vien | 
could , towards the Eftefting of it ; and upon this Occalion he mer 
me often 1a London, and came down to my Houſe. This Informant 
further faith, That heat the Solicitation of the faid Goodezoxgh, and 
others, did ſpeak to divers Perſons, that Mr. Goodenongh had told 
this Informant, there were ſeveral Men, that would be Concerned 
in taking off theKing and the Duke,and they wanted More to make up 
their Complement, which were to be Forty in Number. Arhong the 
Perſons, that this Informant ſpoke to, there were Three, viz. James 
Burton,of Wapping White Chappel,Cheeſe-monger ; Will:am Thompſon, 
Carver, of the ſame; and Azdrew Barber, Initrument-maker, of the 
ſame: That Meeting by Appointment, at the Myrre-Taverz within 
Aldzate, with one Richard Rumball a Valiter-mag, living at a Place 
called, The Rye (if this Informant miitake not the Name) within 
two Miles of Hoddeſacr, in the County of Hertford, or thereabouts, 
did agree on the Saturday next before His Majeſty's Return from 
Newmarhk#t laſt, to go down to the Rye, being the Houle of the afore- 
ſaid Rumball,and there to Effet their Deſign of taking oftthe King and 
the Duke. The Manner whereby they Propoſed this ſhould be Ette&t- 
ed, That the ſaid Rumballs Houle, where they were to Meet, being 
by the High-ways ſide, they that were to be Actors in the Far, 
were to hide themſelves undera Wall, or a Pale; and when His Via- 
jelty's Coach ſhould come over-againſt the ſaid Wall or Pale, Three or 
Four were to Shoot with Blunderbuſſes at the Poſtilion and the 
Horles; and if the Horſes ſhould not Drop,then there were to be Two 
Men with an Empty Cart in the Lane near the Place, who in the 
Habit of Labourers ſhould run the Cart thwart the Lane, and ſe- to 
{top the Horſes ; beſides thoſe that were to Shoot the Poſtihon and 
Horſes, there were ſeveral appointed to Shoot into the Coach 
where His Majeſty was tobe, and others to Shoot at the Guards that 
ſhould be attending the Coach. - This Informant further ſaith, That 
meeting with Mr. Robert Weſt, of the Middle Temple, Barriſter, they 
went to the Dolphiz Tavernin Bartholomew Lane , behind the Royal 
Exchange , where they met the ſaid Rumbal/, and one Hoxe of 
Scathwark, (as this Informant believes he was either a -Carpenter or 
a Joyner) and they Diſcourſing together, when His Majeſty would 
come Home from Newmarket, Mr. Raumball ſaid, He heard that he 
would come that-night : Mr. Wef ſaid he had heard.that His Ma- 
jelty would not come till Muzday; and, {aid he, I hope he will not 
come till Saturday, that is the Saturday come Sennight. To which 
Rumball replyed , I hope ſo too. If he do not, faid Vir. W:ftto Rum- 
ball, why then how many Swan-Quills? how many Gooſe-Quills ? 
and how many pair of Crow-Quills,will or muſt you have *W hereto 
Ramball anſwered, Six Swan-Quills, twenty Gooſe: Quills, twenty or 
thirty (the Informant doth not exattly remember which ) pair of 
Crow-Quills, with Ink and Sand proportienable. This Informant ask- 
ing,either the ſaid Weſt, or elſe the ſaid Rumba, what was meant by 
thole ſeveral ſorts of Quills ; Was anſwered, That by.thefirit were 
meant, Blunderbufles ; by the ſecond, Muskets .; by the third, Caſes 
of Piſtols ; by. the Ink and Sand, .Powder-and Bullet. This Tofor- 
mant ſeeing Rumball the ſame Week that His Majeſty returned 
Home.,.told him he had ſeen the King paſſing by his Houſe, and thar if 
he had but Five Men with him, he-could have done his Buſineſs, and 
the-Dukes; for that there were but Five Lite-Guard-men with them. 
This 
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This Toformant further fairh, That che ſaid Gooderor2h about a Fort- 
night ago, came to this Informants Houſe, and going from thence to 
the Cottee-Houle, hc told him, afrerhe had pulled out ſome Papers, 
thar he this Informant mult take one of the ſaid Papers; who askin 
the ſaid G-o9denonrh,, what he muſt do with it; he the ſaid Goodenoucl 
infSvered, that he muſt rake to his affiſtance mine or ten. Men, ſuch 
{4s he conid traft;torhe end they might conſultall the Houle-Keevers, 
Journey-men and Apprentices, to {ee what number of Men might be 
raiſed upon occaſion, either to juitite the Act, if the King and Duke 
ſhould betaken off, op it nat, what ſtrength could be made up in 
Caſe of an In(urrettionor a Rebellion : And he being told by this In- 
formant, that we were well, indeed better than any orher Nation, 
(that is) much happier it we could be. quiet, otherwiſe we ſhould 
involve the Nation in Blood and Confuſion; Hereplyed, That he was 
clearly for taking off the King and the Duke,and then there ſhould be 
quickly anend to it : And this Informant further ſaith, That the two 
Papers now produced by him, were delivered to him by the ſaid 
Goodexough, and that the Paper beginning with theſe words, vs. 
4. From White-Chappel Southeaſt, and. ending Round Gooadmans 
Fields, was Written with Goodenonghs own hand, as this Informant 
believes. And this Informant ſaith, That he had received a third Pa- 
per from the {aid Goodezongh, which he gave into the hands of one 
Fo/eph Helby a Carver of Limehouſe, who put it into his Pocket, but 
faid he would notmeddle in it. ThisInformant further faich, That 
theiaid Goodenoggh told him he had divided the City and Suburbs 
into Twenty Parts, and ſhewed this Informant the 'Names 'of the 
Diviſions ma Writing, having, as he ſaid, taken it out” of the Map. 
In the Company of rhe1aid Goodenoy2h and rhis Toformant was one 
William Ruzball, the Brother of the ſaid Richard Rumball, to whom 
a Paper was offered, but he would not meddle. * In each Diviſion 
there was to be one Principal Man, to take to his aſſiſtance eight or 
nine more as he thought convenient 3 but he Named none of them 
.tothis Informant. - Thrs Iaformant further faith, That on 7hurſd ty 
laft he going into the Salztarion-Tavern m Lambard Street, was told 
there wereabove Sairsfome'Acquaintance ofhis; he going up, found 
\theſaid Goodencugh there, togerher with one Wade, Nelthrop, and 
-the aforeſaid eff, all Batrifters ar Law ; they called this Deponent 
An Jeſt by theName'of Ga/ickt; and he asking them,what they meant 
by it, theytokd him, Gwiit# was abrave Fellow and headed the 
People at-Colopwe, and they hoped toſee this Informant do the fame 
at Wapping ;' and they 'acked how their Friends did in Wapping and 
what Strength they 'could-make there : The Informant anſwered, 
"They would do well enoughthere;and' concluded they were privy to 
the Deſign. In this Compatiy was one they called Captain Walcor, 
who wentiover with the Earl-of Shft: , and came back with his 
Corps ; as alſo one 'they called Colonel, whoſe Name this Infor- 
amaant does rot know. 1s Informant further faith, That the ſaid 
Richard Runiball mi the- Converſation xbove mentioned with the ſaid 
Burron, Thumpſon, ' and[Barber and this Deponenr, affirmed, That to 
take off theKing and the Duke wouldbe a Keeping of one of the Tex 
Commundments, it would prevent a'Rebellion, whereby abun- 
dance of Blood 'muſt de Thed.. This Informant further faith, That 
| :he asking Weff and Goodewngh on the Thurſday above gon” 
>f1f\ AY 30% QI YL $014) what 
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And the ſaid Goodenough further ſaid, that a certain 


» Avon 


4) 


what C 8s;he was anſwered, That he neg: 


e was tak 
take,( afe of thaty. >&2SProvifion already made; and 4 
the faid Weſt reco Fecy aboveall ings to this Deponent, 
otherwiſe the preſent Deſign miſcearrying, they ſhould never be able 


to Retrieveit. Weſt further told:;this Deponent on Exfter Eve, Thax 
ſince the Deſign to be executed upon the King's Return from New- 
market had Failed,” they intended to take the King and Duke off be- 
tween MWindfor and FHamptop Coupe. '# . 


Foſuah Keeling. 
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this 14th day of Jane, between the hours of Twelve 'and 


sf Heſe Informants beingin Company with Richard Gooaenongh, 
One, at the Dolphin-Tavern behind the Kychangs ; and the 


# 


ſaigJoſrab,KeeÞingaskinghim what Account he had of thoſe Twenty 
Divifions thathe& had made of the City, or to that effeft ; He An- 
{wered, That he had an Account of Lee a Dyer,in O/d-Streert, Middle. 
ſex, and that he. could raiſe him 500 Men: And the faid Goodenough 
being asked by the ſaid Informants where thoſe Men ſhould haye 
Arms and Ammunition, and alſo where other men that were de- 
ſigned to be Raiſed ſhould have the like:! It was Replyed by the ſaid 
Goodenough , That there were Twenty Thouſand Pounds already 
Gnd, which ſhould be had upon Demand, and that the ſaid 
Money was to be diſtributed to the! Twenty-Principal Underta- 
kers, proportionably to the Lifts of Men they brought in ; or; the 
laid Goodenough Replied to that Effet 3 The ſaid Goodenough further 
adding, That the Duke of Moxmonth, and:all his Friends would be 
concerned in raiſing the faid Money; And that the ſaid Duke would 
be at the Head of the ſaid Party, which they propounded to be Four 
Thoufand.in, Number, and;\that many morze would Sekly fall in. 

f | Colonel (whom 
the Informant-akes'to be Colonel Romſey) would advance Eigtic 


Hundred or a Thouſand Pounds rowards Paying for Arms. And 
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the ſaid Goodenongh further ſaid, that Wade the Counſellor of Br-- 
fel or thereabouts, keprin Town two or three hundred pounds, 
towards paying for Arms. And the the ſad Goodenongh being asked 
what he would Contribute towards the carrying on of the ſaid 
Deſign, (he ;being a Rich Man) he anſwered that he had about 
threelcore poynds in Plate and fifty or threeſcore pounds in Gold, 
and had he 'more it ſhould all go to-the ſame uſe ; And the {aid 
Joſiah asking him what Proviſion of Horſe there was , the ſaid 
Goodexough anſwered that there were a hundred ready, and Ven to 
Mount them, and if occaſion be, there ſhould be more in readi- 
neſs ; and the ſaid Informants further ſay, that the ſaid Joſeah, 
being asked by the ſaid Goodenough, what Progreſs he had madc 
upon thoſe Papers he had entruſted with him, and Jopeb Ihewiog 
him the Paper of Number three ( which Goodezough owned to 
have been delivered by him to the ſaid Foſſth, with two Papers 
more.) and telling him all was well enough with'us, but asking 
him withal, what we ſhould do for Arms and Ammunition, he 
the ſaid Goodenough anſwered , that if there was Faith in Men, 
Mony ſhould not be wanting to buy-Arms and Ammuaition; and 
that he was to meet this night them that were principally concer- 
ned. And theſe Informants, ſay that the ſaid Joſiah ( being deſirous 
to pry into the ſecrets of their deſign againſt che Tower ) propoun- 
. ved to the ſaid Goodenoagh, that a Perſon with the Statfof a Con- 
' ſtable ſhould, brig ina Man boundas an offender before the Lieu- 
tehant, or Major Roe. ; - and that at. the ſame time , another 
Perſon ſhould be brought in upon the ſame Coulour , and by that 
means ſecure the Guard at the Gate, till ſuch time that a. Body of 
Men which was to be lodged in the Corner-houſe of Thames-/treet 
or the next to it, ſhould come to their help ; For which propoſal 
the ſaid Goodenough applauded the ſaid Joſiah very much, clapping: 
him upon the back. And the Informant Fofiah asking what to ſa- 
tisfie our People we ſhould do for a few Arms, he anſwered, 
that the: ſaid 4h ſhould have Mony to buy ther. Joſiah then 
askt him what Gun-ſmith he would recommend him to, adding 
whether he had not beſt deal with Mr. Wes (meaning Mr. We/# 
the Lawyer's Gun-ſmith)? Whereto the ſaid Goodenough anſwered, 
that Gun-ſmith was a very honeſt Fellow, and that he need 
not diſtruſt him : The ſaid Joſiah further askt him, ſaying you muſt 
have ſome Arms ; Are thoſe diſpoſed that were to be ſent to Rye ? 
Whereto Goodenough anſwered, they were not. Then the ſaid Joſh 
askt him if they were at Weſfts Houſe, or at the Gun-ſmmiths ; 
Whereto Goodezough anſwered, they wereat the Gun-ſmiths, who 
lived in Sheer-/axe, on the left hand, as one: goes from Fleet-ſtreet : 
And the ſaid Joſiah asking the ſaid Goodenough whither they went 
on with their Deſign of 'Killing the King and the Duke between 
1indſor and Hampton-Court ; he the ſaid Goodenough replyed No, 
becauſe they did not uſually go together, but they would do it at 
the Bull Feaſt, in Lyox-feilds. And theſe Informants further ſay 
Not. | | 
14 Die Junii 1683. | | 
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The Fomt Information of Jofiah Keeling, of the Pariſh 
of St. Butolph without Aldgate, im the ( ounty of 
Middleſex, Salter, and of John Keeling of vhs 
Pariſh of St. Anne Black-Fryers, Gt1zen and 
Furner, Func the x5th, 1653. 


HE Informants fay, that being in the Company. of Richard 
| Goodenough at the Sun-Tavern behindrhe Royal-Exchange, 
between the hours of One and Three of rhe Clack on he 

15th, day of this inſtant. J«xe, 1683. They asked the faid Good+ 
enough what Perſons of Quatity would be concerned : He the ſaid 
Goodulogeh replyed, that he had diſcourfed Wi#ias Lord Ruſſel, 
Son to the Earl of Bedford ; atidthar the faid Lord Raſfe/ told the 
aforeſaid Goodencr;gh, that he would be concerned in ix, to. his ut- 
moſt \, and that he would uſe all his intreſt to accompliſh the 
aforefgid deſign of killing the King, and the Duke-of Tort : And - 
theſe Informants further fay, that asking the faid. Goodenoagh, -. 
what Collonel that was, that yeſterday he the ſaid Goade #h 
told the Informants, Joſiah and John, would adyance eight hug- 
dred or a thouſand I wo towards catrying on the defign of Kil- 
ling the King and Duke, he the ſaid Goodenovgh Replyed, it was 
Collonel Romſey ; and the Informant Joſiah ask'd the faid Goode- 
nough whether it was that ay that Married the Lady Smith 
_ had Commanded Forces in Por:#gel for his Majeſty , / 5. &) 
the King of England, he Replied it was. 


W, itneſs Or hands | | Fofiah Keeling h 
Ms 5 _ E.... Fohn Keeling. 
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The Information 0 Joſiah Keeling , ven upon 
Oath at H CG ,» the : 3 £ of. June, 
1683. 2 


ND this Informant further faith, that ſeveral Gentlemen, 

viz. Mr. Roope, Mr. Fitton Gerrald and Mr. Alen and 

one other, whoſe Name this Informant hath forgor, who 
as they faid catne to viſit their honeſt Heapping Men, . that this 
Informant would recommend ro them for ſuch , and alſo to _ 
DT Wl 
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with them at ſome Tavern, which was the Fortune at Wapping , 
where was Mr, $«mzuc/' Gibbs, Mr.” Edmund Hunt, Mr. Robeth, 
Fergnfong with feveral grher Perſons that this Informant doth noc 
remember; where: vhe afpreſhid\ Genatamen began to drink, Healths, 
{ome of which were as followeth ; To the Man :that firſt draws 
his Sword in defence of the Proteſtant Religion, againft Popery 
and Slavery ; Another was To the Confuſion of the Two B others, 
Slavery- ad Popery 5 and beingiaske: what: they meant-( as this 
Infonmany verily heheverh) it was Rep 5h Two Reothers; ac 
Whitcks};, The ogxt, was. 1o, the pinning of Myc#iarys Head: on the 
Monutnent'for burning the Qity. ip 66. And this Informant asking 
whae was meant; they ſaid'\'it was the Duke of Fork. And this In- 
formanr- Diving © at © the Abyſi-/bos Tavesn. 00 Tawer-hild, with 
Edward —_ » Eſq; Mr. Starkey, Mr. Ogle, Mr. Goodenouzh, 
and others, - forgot, by this In - they dr e foreſaid 
Healths, and dic * idin ther a ear. yy Pens s pe And 
this Infoimane ſaridur faith, that Fran. Goodenough {eng a Letter 
to this Informant by one Cherry, to acquaint the Aid Informant, 
that the ſaid Goodengugh, would with ſome other Gentlemen Dine 
at the End of the Fown, where this Informant dwelketh, *and that 
this Informant woutd ſpeak to ſuch Men as he could truft, to meer 
the aforeſaid perſons at the Siracy/s Houſe ; There came 'with the 
aforeſaid Goodenaash bh Tohn Row, late Sword-Bearer at Bri/ol, 
with a Dorſer-ſpjx6"Gentkwman, whoſe name this Infarmant hath 
forgot ; alſo at thefarne Veeting was Mr. Eamand Fant", Andrew 
Barber, William Fogfbis, James Burton, as this Informgnt verily be- 
lieves, with ſeveratothers forgot, where ir was agreed, we ſhould 
diſcourſe ſo that it mizht not be underſtood if we were ovgr-heard. 
Then the _ was, if the Foot-ball was laid down, how ma- 
ny we might reaſonably expet would come in at firſt Fin > of it 
down from Our end of the Town to play at it? To whic D was 
replyed,it was uncertain, but as many as were there would' be con- 
cerned$#ts which it was anſwered by Row, and Qoovenough, if 
we would notin a little time kick the Ball effetually, we fhoutld 
be made Slaves, for faith Row, the Lord Mayor hath impoſed 
Sheriffs upon you, and- the King will take away your Charter , 
and then you'l be in a fine Condition, and Goodenough a e ro 


the ſame purpoſe ; upon which Hunt replyed, that he” could do as 
much good as any body, for that Foot-bal Phyers often got roken 
ſhins, and he the ſaid Hunt could Cure them. And *this Tnfor- 
mant further ſaith, that this diſcourſe was grgunded, upON this 
Foundation, What Men can be raiſed againſt the Eharch-Warden 
at Whitehal , which was underſtood the King. And this Infor- 
mant further ſaith, that Richard Goodenough , and' Richard Rum- 
bal, told this Informant, that there was a Remonſtrance orDecla- 
ration ready drawn up, which would be Printed againſt the da 

that this deſigned Commotion was tobe, wherein they wouldeaſe 
the People of Chimney Mony , which ſeemed to be moſt Gries» 
VoUS elpecially tothe Common People, and that thay would lay 
= _— Death upon the Papiſts as a continued deſign of the 

rmer Plot. 


Jofiab Keelirg. 
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Copy of a Note given in | by Tofaah Keeling 
23d. of Fune, and by him received from 


| Goodenough. 


From the Tower Eaſtward on the South-ſide of Roſemary- 
Lane to Maiden-head-lane , the Weft-fide of Maiden- 
head-lane, the North-fide of Upper Shadwel , Weſtward 
to new Gravel-lane , the Weſi-ſide of. new Grave -lane, 
to the Thames and by the Thames #0 the Tower. 


The Streets and Allies of Note within the bounds 


St. Katherine*s. King Edwards Street. 
Eaſt-Smi 7 Ar Kyng-Street. 
Ratclift-Hig h-way. 'Carman=-Rents. 

Vit aalling-Office.  , Crown Tard. 
Butcher-Row. Harrow-all. 
Reacroſs-Street. | Seven Star-alh. 
Armitage | Garter Tard. 

Nicbtin alan Weſts Garden. 
ps | Blew-gate field, 
IF 1657 Fleece Tard. 
Wepping. © | Chamberlain"s-ath. 
Gun-ally, F henkiond nas, 
Croſs-ally. Match W alk. 
Wel--ally. 
6 i Tard. With all other *Honth —_ 
Salters-ally. the outbounds not nameg. 
Greezx Bank. o | 
Gux-ally. 
,Pump-ally. 
Love-lane. 
Back-ally. 
Meeting-horſe-ally. 
Old-Gravel-lane. 
Brewer*s-lane. 
Tobacco-pi - ally. 
C:namon-Street. 
Crown-Street. 


Bueen-Street. 


y, Ns 
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The Information of Thomas Shepard , *taken by 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Sunderland, 
&c. June the 27th. 1683. 


the Duke of Moymouth, Lord Gray, Lord Ruſſel, Sir Tho- 

mas Armſtrong, Col. Romſey, and Mr. Ferguſon, met at my 
Houſe in Abchurch-lane, where the ſubje& of rheir Diſcourſe was 
how to ſeize .your Majeſties Guards, and in Order thereunto, as 
afterwards at their next meeting was Informed , the Duke, Lord 
Gray, and Sir Thomas Armſtrong , walked. about that end of the 
Town , one night , 'and gave an account that they found them 
very remiſs in their places, nor like Souldiers, and that the thing, 
profded they could have a ſuificient Frength, was feaſibly enough ; 
but finding that failed, the Project was —_ laid aſide, ſo far 
asI know : After that Mr. Fergsſoz told me of a Projett was on 
foot, for Deſtroying your Majeſty, and his Royal Highneſs, com- 
ing from Newmarket. Colonel Romſey, Mr. Weſt, and as I re- 
member, Mr. Wade came to my Covnting-Houſe one Evening, and 
began to diſcourſe of it ; upon which I told them, that ſuppoſing 
they ſhould effe&t what they talked off, it could not be expected 
that if the Duke of Monmouth ſhould be Crowned , but in 
Honour and for. his own Vindication, he mult ſearch out ' the 
Afaſſins, and both Try and Execute them ; So that inſtead of ex- 
petting a Reward, they muſt loſe their Lives; upon which they 
ceaſed their Diſcourſe, and went away ſoon after. Some time after 
this, Mr. Ferguſon told me of a General InſurreCtion intended both 
in England and Scotland , and in order to it, that Sir John 
Cockran, Mr. Bayly, Vir. Monro, Sir Hugh and Sir George Cambell, 
were come up to Treat with ſome of our Engliſh Men abour it ; 
and that the Lord of Arz//e had made a Propofition, That if they 
would Raiſe him Thirty Thouſand pounds he would begin it in 
Scotland ; but finding no hopes of Raiſing that Summ, the Scotch 
were Willing to accept of Ten Thouſand pounds : And by means 
of a Letter, which came as I was Informed ( for there was no 
Name ſubſcribed ) from one Mr. Stewart, to ſome unknown Man, 
which I have forgot ; Concluding then that it was incended-to 
Vir. B:z!y, or ſome other of thoſe Gentlemen, having had ſome 
{mall acquaintance with Mr. Stewart, formerly by means of his 
Brother, who was then a Merchant in Buraeaux , and one of my 
Correſpondents, I came acquainted with Mr. Bayly , who told 
me from time to time, what tteps they made 1n't, how he Conver- 
jed with the Duke, Lord Ruſſel, Major MN”. and as I remember, 
Collonel S:4zey; and that he had divers Promiſes of the Mony; 
and deſired it might be paid into my Hands ; at length he ro'd me that 
Five Thouſand pounds they had agreed to Raiſe among(t themſelves, 
and that they expeRted the other half ſhouid be- Raiſcd in the City ; 
but finding no Monies could. be got in the City, that Proje& fell 
likewiſe, and as Mr, Bay{y told me , ail his Country Men were 
going beyond Sed. C A 


Qt: time before my Lord Shaftsbury went for Holland ; 
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A few days after came out the Diſcovery, and I never ſaw any 
of | them ſigce.. Mr. Ferg»/oz tald me that my. Lord 'Effex was 
hearty in this buſineſs, and that John Zrenchard was a Man to 
be depetded upon in the Weſt : They had likewiſe good hapes of 
Sir William Courtney, and thatmy Lord Shaftsbury had fent Captain 
Walcot down to him, who returned with a very cool Anſwer 
that he found them not what he expedted, but believed if it came 
to a Riſing, they would prove right enough I had almoſt forgot 
to acquaint your - Majefty that both Mr. Ferg and Mr. Bay, 
told me ; That' Mr. Charletow had once promiſed to fee the Ten 
Thouſand pound paid. 


Thomas Shepard. 


Forat Coram Me 
June 27. 1683. 


SUNDERLAND. 


#” 
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The Information of Joleph How of the Pariſh 
of St. Giles's without Cripple-gate, mm the Conn- 
ty aforeſaid, Drſtiller, taken upon Oath before Sir 
Reginald Foreſter Baronet, this 15th. day of 
June 1683. againfs Thomas Lea of Old- 
Street in the Paryſh aforeſaid, in the County afore- 


ſaid, Dyer, for ſpeaking of Dangerous and Se- 
ditions Words. 


His Informant Depoſeth and ſayeth, That the ſaid 7homas 

Lea, being ar his Houſe in Where-Cyoſs-Streer, on Thurſday 

laſt , between two and three of the Clock in the Aſter- 
noon, being the 14h. of this Inftant Fure: The ſaid Thomas Lea, 
was Diſcourſing with him this Informant about the loſs of the City 
Charter, and other things ; upon which the ſaid Thomas Lea fell into 
a -Paſſion, and told this Informant that he was one of the number 
of Ten Thouſand Men, which were deſigned to be ready at an 
hours warning, and in Order thereunto, there was Twenty Thov- 
land pounds 1in Bank, ro carry on the undertaking ; and many 
more did every day ſubſcribe mony or engage their perſonal affift- 
ance : And the firſt enterprize they venture upon , is to go ve 
near Windſor, and for to ſeize the Black-Bird, and the Gold- Finch ; 
and that Three Hundred Men were defigned for that Enterprize : 


{And afterwards to feize the Militia, Whiteha/, and the Tower : 


But 
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But this Informant Anſwered that he Judged it impoſlible , the 
Tower being now ſo very Strong ; but the ſaid Thomas Lea, told 


him that he had been round the 7ower in Company with a Cape 


tain of a Ship, and had found out a Place, where a breach might 
be made, which is to be done by placing ſome Ships on the Thames 
fide, with Mortar Pieces therein, to dilſmount the Guns ; and alſo 


to bring the Major part of thoſe Seamen which were in Arrears 


of Pay, to perform the Work, they being angry and in wawt , 
therefore the fitter for that purpoſe : And that for the better Gar- 
TO the Deſign, ſeveral Meerings are held (as this day for one) 
at the Kings Head Tavern. in "—_ -Ally near the Roya/-Ex- 
charge, ut Two of the Clock in the pon ; Further Informeth 
Not. | 


Foſeph How: 
Regin. Foreſter. 
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June 25; 1683. The Examination of Colonel John 
Romley: 


was anInſurrection intended by the Earl of Shaftsbury, and 

that the ſaid Earl of Shaftsbury told this Examinant, that 
Briftol was .to be his Poſt, and the Examinant being asked what 
Perſons of Quality or Capacity to Command as Officers, were nam- 
ed as intended to take part in this InſurreQtion 3 He Anſwered, That 
he heard my Lord R#ſſe/ named and complained of, and Mr. John 
Trenchard named by the Earl of Shaftsbury ; and this Examinant 
further ſaith, that Row the Sword-bearer of Brrfol, told him, That 
Mr. Weft had acquainted him the ſaid Rom, that there was an in- 
tention to Aſſaſſinate the King, at His coming from Newmarket in 
O@Gober laſt: the Examinant doth not remember w hither he Duke 
was there or no, bur that if he were, he was likewiſe to have been 
killed ( as the faid Row told this Examinant,) and this Examinant fur- 
ther ſaith, That about-the latter end of November, or the beginning 
of D:cember laſt, this Examinant having Matters of Law depend- 
ing, became acquainted with Mr. Robert Weſt, and employed him 
as his Referee therein ; That the ſaid Weſt acquainted this Examinant 
with the Deſign tro Murther the King at His coming from New- 
market in Offober laſt ; and told this Examinant, That though it miſ- 
carried at that time, it was not to be given over fo, and therefore 
deſired that he, this Examinant, Mr. Richard Goodenough, and ſome 
others, which he cannot charge his Memory withall, ſhould meet 
at his the ſaid Weſt's Chamber, where this Examinant and they did 
meet within three or four daysafter, to the beſt of this Examinants 
Remembrance, and there Diſcourſed about the ſame Defign, and 
let it fall at that time ; and this Examinant further ſaich, That about 
the Month of February laſt, the aboveſaid Perſons met with this Ex- 
amingnt at the ſaid Mr. W:/*s Chamber, to conſider how the De- 
ſign ſhould be brought to etfet, at the Kings return from Newmarket ; 
and Mr. M«/t, and Mr. Richard Goodenoue h undertook to find out Men 
for that purpoſe. And this Examinant further faith, that about this 
time the ſaid Wef and Goodexcnugh did deſire that this Examinant 
would be acquainted with Richard Rumball of the Rye near Hog [der 
in Hertfordſhire, who was the Man that would undertake to Com- 
mand the Party that ſhould take of the King and the Duke ; and that 
at their defire this Examinant did conſent to a Meeting with the ſaid 
Rumball. When Richard Goodenough brought this Examinant to meet 
Mr. Rumballat the Angel Tavern near the Old Exchange, the faid 
Rumball acquainted this Examinant how the Ground lay, and would 
have had him gone down to ſee it; but this Examinant refuſed ir. And 
this Examinant further ſaith, Thar after rhat they had ſeveral Meet- 
ings, totry if they could make up the Number of Forty or Fifty Men 
for that purpoſe, under which Number the faid R»mbal would not 
_ undertake t#. And this Examinant further ſaith, That at their next 
Meeting two or three days before or after the Kings coming from 

| Newmarket 


6 te Examinant faith, That in OZober or November laſt, there 


# 
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New=- Market jn March laſt, They:did reſolve that Arms ſhould -be 
bought againſt the next Journey to /New-Markes in Autumn ..or any 
other opportunity, as at the Jae or coming: from. Windfor 
to Hampion-Court :,, or.otherwile.; And that , Mr. Wef did unders 
take ro provide {9 many. Caſes of Piſtols,.ſo many -Carabins. and: 
ſa, many Blunderbufſes. and this Examinant thinks Ten Muſquets : 
And that it was reſolved, that.there ſhould þe Arms; provided for: 
Fifty Men at leaſt : And this .Examijnant further ſaith , chat; the 
Men were to be divided ,:. Some to Shoot rhe Poſtillion and Hor- 
ſes, Some to Fire upon the King and Duke intg the. Coagh and 
the remainder to Charge the Guards; And that there was alſo a 
Cart to be laid in the way, by which means the, Coach ſhould be 
hindered from going oa : That the ſaid , Rumba! ſaid at their, next. 
meeting, after the Kings Paſſing by his Houſe, that there were. 
but four of the Guards Attending the 
had but a ſmall number of Men with him, he could have taken of 
the King amd the Duke with Eaſe : Andthis Examinaat further 
faith, thar at this laſt Meeting Captain Wakcor was there preſent. 
And this Examinant further ſaich, that he did not meet again in 
five or ſix Weeks after with the ſaid Company tho? often preſs's 
by Mr. W:/# that it was not fitto givedt over. And this Exami- 
nant further ſaich, that this Examinant, the ſaid Goodenough Weſt, 
Walcot, Norton, Wade and Holloway did Meet at Mr- Weſts Cham- 
ber about three Weeks or a Month fince ; and did then reſolve to 
try what Men could be Raiſed in Loxdox and the. Liberties; and 
that they might be more certain, London was Divided into Twen- 
ty Parts; and Mr. Holloway, Mr. Wade and Mr. Weſt, undertook 
to make the Diviſion ; and Mr. Weft and Goodenowgh, did under- 
take to find a Man for every Diviſion that ſhould bring in the 
certain number that they could Raiſe Reſpettively. And this Ex- 
aminant further faith, that in the firſt Fortnight or thereabouts they 
did very little ; but the next meeting after Mr. Goodenough 
brought in an account of ſeven Diviſions , which amounted to 
Three Thouſand Nine Hundred Men'or thereabouts ; and that he 
the {aid- Gopdezough did believe that the remaining Diviſions would 
afford as many_Men more : And it was further reſolved at that 
time that the Deſign in hand ſhould be kept ſecret until ſuch 
time as the return of the-whole Diviſions ſhould be brought. in; 
And this Examinant being further asked, whether he did hear 
any Commanders or Commiſhon-Officers Named to Command 
theſe Forces, he ſaith he heard of no particular Names; bur in 
General that there were a Hundred' old Officers about the Town; 
that after that they certaialy knew how many Mea all the Divi- 
ſioris would amount. ro they then: reſolved this Examinant ſhould 
carry the Propoſal of Commanding theſe Forces to the Duke of 
Monmouth ; but the Liſtings not being finiſhed, he never faid any 
thing of it to his Grace. \ And this Examinant further. faith, 
that the pretence to make this Levy. of Men was to affert Religion 
and Ljberties- And this Examinant further faith, that there was a 
Declaration ned to be Publiſhed whea theſe Forces ſhould be 
up; but rhat tothe beſt of his memory he never ſaw it . nor heard 
it. Read, but he believes ſome parr of it was Dilſcourſed. of in this 
Examinants preſence ; as that uckiog Liberty of > and 
| ome- 


Coach, and that if he had 
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ſomething Relating to the Law and the Judges. - And this Exami- 
nant further ſaith,. that ro the beſt of his memory on 7ue/aay laſt 
was Sennivhr this Examinant, Captain Walcor, Weſt, Nelthrop, 
Goodenongh and Wade, met at the Salutation Tavern in Lombard- 
Street, 40 know what progreſs Goodenough had made in the other 
Thirteen Diviſions, who told this Examinant and the reft, that 
he: had-done nothing ſince the laſt Meeting ; bur that he was to 
meer- with {ſome perſons that Afternoon, who were to give him a 
further Account: And this Examinant further faith that after they 
had Dined;one (that was a Stranger to this Examinant came into 
the- Room © to ſpeak with Mr. Geodenough , and that Mr. We/# 
asked-him ,-it he had feen the Gazezre of that Day, in which was 
aRelation' of aCommotion 1n- Cologne by one Gulick,” and told him 
he- ſhould be our Gwſick, for that in Dutch G-- was Keil and ict 
was 7g, telling this in a Jeſting manner. And this Examinant 
farther Jaith that on S##«rday- laſt was Sennight, he this Exami- 
pant; Mr. Weſt, and Mr. Norton, metat the George "Tavern upon 
Lndgate-Hill, and then this Examinant was told that a Difcove 

was made of what they had been doing-, 'and at preſent this Ex< 


aminant further {aith not. 
p : 


F. Romy. 


25 Die Junii 1683, «+ 
Capt. & Recognit. Coram, 


Albermarle. 


L. Jenkins. 


Further Informations of Colone] Romzey..- 


J\Urther this Examinant faith, that Mr. Fergufor and the reſt 
FE did in ſeveral Mectings {ince the beginning of February preſs 
; for the having the Men got ready that wete- to Kill the 
King and Duke, and it was told him by Mr. Goodenoagh 


\Richard Rumbal.and Weſt, that a great many were poor and could 


not furniſh themlelves with Horſes ar Arms; this was preſently 
after his coming out, of Holand: Mr, Ferguſon replyed, he would 


provide the _— and in two Meetings afterwards: he told them 
Hu 


he had Six ed pounds ready in Gold , that they might de- 


«pend on him:, when they had-gar the: forty or fiity Men, under 


which number Richard Rumba! would pot undertake it; and then 
Rymbal and the reſt asked: Ferga/on at the firft meeting we had, 
if he thought the Duke of Monmonth would not -Revenge! the 
Kings Death, and Hang thoſe that had: been the' Actors; Mr. 
Ferguſon very freely undertoak to have it: uoder the Dukes Hand 
againſt the next meeting, but when 'we met, he told chem "there 
was n0 {aying. any fuch thigg.to the : Puke , bur be faid that we 

muſt 


- 


ponds 
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would appear when it wasdone; to which he made anſwer, thac 
a Perſon would be there, but he muſt be excuſed for Naming any 
Names, and deſired: nor to be preſſed : I rold them always they 
were not-to truſt ro what Mr. Fergaſon ſaid, for he was ſo willing 
to have the moſt Barbarous Murther done that he would fay any 
_ thing to encourage them to do it; ſuch Diſcourſe.as this hapned 
ſeveral times at our meetings, ſome ſaying, When our Swords were 
in our Hands, if he would not prote& them, that then he ſhould 
be cut off too: Such Helliſh Diſcourſes as theſe we Entertained our 
ſelves with, until the News of the Firing of New-Market came to 
Town : And then Mr. Ferg»/oz ſent for moſt Yd and was earneſt 
that. Goodenough and Rumbal ſhould get what they could, and 
thathe could help them with Six, a that Rumba! ſhould attempt 
it withas many as could be got, but it was given over for that time, 
becauſe neither Arms nor Horſes were ready; then he promiſed 
that he would Immediatly ger the Six Hundred pounds into his 
own Hands to provide all things in a readineſs againſt the firſt 
opportunity, whither at the Play-Houſe, between Hampton-Court, 
or going to Wincheſter, and ſaid thar ſome perſons were already our 
to ſeea fitplaceto do itiin, and if it could not be done before that, 
then all things ſhould be ready againſt the King and Dukes going 
down” to New-Market ,_ as Horſes bought and kept in a readinels, 
and Arms which Mr. We/t under:ook to do, he being acquainted 
with a Gun-ſ{mith, and upon Mr. Fergu/ons promiſe that he would 
procure' the Mony, Mr. Weft beſpoke the Arms, and they were 
ready in a very little time : But when Mr. W-# came and told 
Mr. F+y24/on that the Arms were ready (for ſix Weeks now I did 
not ſee Ferguſor bat Mr. Weſt acquainted me with all paſſed as fol- 
lows )/ he told the ſaid Weſt that his Friend had not brought him 
the Mony' as he promiſed 3 alſo Mr. Weſt was forced-to pay for the 
Arms: out of his own Mony, which was not repaid him as he told 
this' Examinant not-above twenty 'days fince or. thereabouts: The 
faid Weſt told this Examinant that Mr. Ferg#/ox told him he might 
{end for his Mony whlten he would, by a Note to Major W. but 
he muſttel! him the Name that he- would make the Note Payable 
to, thathe might'tell 0" to Major W. the nameT have forgot: 
In ſome Very few days a as he the ſaid Weſt told this Examinant, 
the fd: Fergnſos told him, that he miuſt not ſend any Body or Note 
to reteive the ſaid/Hundred pounds, but Richard Rumbal, becauſe 
the faid'"W. would fiot truſt any body elſe ; Weft ſent the faid 


Rwumbial' very earlyone Morning , but the ſaid Major W. was gone 


out of Town before he came tothe” Houſe, which he went and. ac+ 
quainted the' ſaid! Fe#@uſor with: Ina few days after the faid Fer- 
EO yu the' faid-Weft a Hundred pounds in Gold, and as the ſaid 
Weſt thetf told: this 'Bxaminarty that the {aid Ferguſon told him, 
he did receive the faid Hundred pounds of: Mr; Charitoz; and abous 
fourteen days ſince'the- ſaid Weſt -and this Exaniingnt going to 
Mr. - Fer ofa; herrold us:that there was: Fhree- Thouſand: pounds 


Raiſed for-#0 buy Horſes, and to maintain them and the Men 1n a. 


Rexdingfs; that if.any opportunity: offered ath might be ready ;/ but 
did riot eefſus from. bs he was to have this 'Mony , neither did 
Either of 16 a5k tied ary queſtion'abourir. - Further thigExamioans 


faith 


muſt all be ruined ifit were not done: Then they asked if the Duke 
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- buy one ; as alſo 


{airh, that to the beft of his Remembrance , in January laft, Mr. 
N:lthrop told this Examinaat, that meeting Colonel S:azey he roid 
him that now ſomething would be done, for that it was reſolved 
to ſend ſome perſons into Scotland to ſome Gentlemen there ro come 
to Town, that they might know what the Scots could do, bur 
they knew not of a Man fit ro ſend ; and the faid MNe/throp told 
this Examinant that he recommended one Mr. Aaron» Smith as a 
fir man. And further this Examinant faith, that the faid Ne/rhrop 
told this Examinant that the Colonel and others had ſent him 
(Aaron $1ith) witha Letter to Sir John Cochran to adviſe him and 
his Friends to come to Londox about their Caro/zna atiairs; and that 
a c00d GeldingWs bought for him , or Mony given to him to 
ony was given him by Colonel Omez to pay his 
Expences onthe Road and alſothat ſome Monty was given to his 
Wife for her maintenance, ſhe being in Poverty. Upon this Let- 
ter Sir John Cochran came to London, and ſome other Scotch 
Gentlemen, whoſe Names this Examinant does not know ,. but as 
the ſaid Nel/throp and Mr. Ferguſon did acquaint this Examinant, 
they were to Treat with ſomeof this Nation what was to be done 
for the Delivery of the Nations: The faid Ferguſon told- this Exami- 
nant, that rhe Scotch Gentlemen did acquaint thoſe they Treated 
with, ( not Naming any of their domes) that their,people were 
in very great Poverty, but very willing to, fet-themlelves at Li- 
berty, but _ had no Arms nor Ammunition nor Mony to buy 
any and without they could let them have Mony to farnith 
Arms and Ammunition, they could do nothing, During this laſt 
Tranſa&ion of the Scots for Mony I did not ſee Mr. Fergs/for , 
but Mr. We who went conſtantly to him did:tell me their Dif- 
courſe , as that ſometimes the Scotch Gentlemen were departing, 
diſcontented, and then again in three or four days that they were 
like to agree and that Mony ſhould be provided for them : Often 
he told me of ſuch changes as theſe in that TranſaQtion and that 
Mr. Ferguſon did afſure the ſaid Weſt, that the Mony would be all 
paid in one Week; I anſwered the ſaid Weff, who would have 
had me gone to Fergsſon, that I would not ſeehim until I was cer- 
tain it was paid, for the ſaid Fergxſon undertook much and did 
nothing but promiſe what he could: notgo. There was a debate 
what Declaration ſhould be preſently Wer the Murther of the 
King and Duke and amongſt other things a Free Parliament 
was one Head ; Liberty of Conſcience was another ; That thoſe that 
had their Lands taken from them at the Kings Reſtauration ſhould 
have them returned : A Reformation of the Expenſive part of the 
Law : Mr. Ferguſon undertook that one ſhould be ready : Mr. 
Wet did” further acquaint this Examinant, that my Lord Howard 
had been at his Chamber to Pump him the faid Weft what we 
were doing and that his Lordſhip did defireto have a meeting with 
the ſaid Weſt and this Examinant, which neither the ſaid Weft nor 
this Examinant were willing to ; and the ſaid Weſt did further ac- 
quaint this Examinant that my Lord Howard did propaten Council 
of Tento meet ; but we not conſenting to meet; the ſaid Weſt did 
civilly put off the Propoſition, as he the faid Weſf# did Inform this 
Examinant. And further this Examinane faith, That Diſcaurſi 

with Mr. Weſt and Mr. Goodenough, and others about the Scbich At- 
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fair, they did tell me, That the laſt Spring there was a Treaty with 
the Earlof Arzile andthat then without Mony the: Scots declared 
they could not begin, but that the Earl of Shafrtbary broke thar 
Defign, nor conſenting to pay the Money : This Examiaant never 
heard any thing: of this Deſign, untill the faid Weſt, Norton, and 
Gvodenoug h did tell hin thereof. And ſhis Examinans further faith, 
That Mr. Ne/thropand Mr. Wade didalways appole the Murtheri 
of the King and the Duke, and ſo did Captain Walcor, but at la 
the ſaid Walcot conlented. And this Examinant further faith, Thar 
Mr. Boxwrn, and Mr. Goodenoughs Brother were at ſome of the lait 
Meetings about the raiſing of the Men : This Examizant faith, Thar 
to the beſt of his Memory he hath here ſet down every thing thar 
was faid or Tranſafted in the Debates when he was there, but hs 
was abſent from ſome. 


F. Romgey. 


Colonel Romazey's fart her Information. 


His Examinant further ſaith that being ſent by the Earl 

of Shaftsbary about the the beginning of November laſt ta 

Mr. Shepards a Merchant near Lombara-ftreet , where was 

the Duke of Mcnmonth, Lord Ruſſel, Lord Griy , Sir 7homas 
Armſtrong and Mr. Ferg»ſoz ; this Examinant rold them my Lord 
Shaftsbury had ſent him to tell them it was high time to come to 
ſome Reſolution about the Riſing: They made him this Anſwer by 
Mr. Ferguſon, (and afterwards my Lord Grey ſaid words to the 
ſame effet) that Mr. John Zrenchard had promiſed and affured 
them at his firſt coming to Town that Term , that he could in four 
hours time have a Thouſand Foor and Two or Three Hundred 
Horſe, but now they hadſent to him to know the certainty, he had 
returned to them this following anſwer, That Men would not be 
got from home- on two or three days warning, but that when fuch 
a thing as a Riſing ſhould be, he muft know ut {ooner, that he 
might acquaint Men to make Provifion of Settlements for their 
Families fo they could not go on at this time any further. And 
for this reaſon and that they heard Sir Wiliam Conrracy would 
not ſtir, my Lord muſt be contented. This Meſlage I returned to 
my Lord : On this my Lord reſolved to leave England. This Ex- 
aminant further ſaith, that there was a Proje& of Government 
drawn up by Mr. Weſt and Mr. Wade which they delivered to this 
Examinant and he gave it to Mr. Ferguſon, who told them that he 
heard Colonel Sydney had drawn one, that he would compare them 
rogether and reduce them into one intire one. And this Examinant 
further faich that Mr. Ne/throp told him that my Lord of Eſſex, 
my Lord Ruſſe! , Colonel Sydney 0 young Yr. Hamden _ 
: the 
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the perſons that did Treat with the Scotch Gentlemen and fo did 
Mr. Wet, and I think Mr. Ferguſon. Mr. Nelthrap and Mr, Weſt, 
during the time I did not ſee Mr. Ferguſox, told me that pow 
they were reſolved to Raiſe Ten Thouſand pounds for the Scots 
and that next Week ir ſhould all be paid in. That was about a 
Month ſince.. But they had been with Mr. Shepard the Merchant, 
and he told them there was none paid. This Mony was to buy 
Arms in Holland. Mr. Ferguſon told this Examinant the Riſing 
mult be in Sco:lazd before Harveſt or elſe their people. would 
not be got together and that in four days after the Scots were up 
we ſhould have the firſt Intelligence: and\ that then we mult Riſe 
in this Town and in Taunton. My Lord Howard was at htirit one 
with my Lord Eſſex and the reſt, but he told Captain Wakot 
and Mr. Weſt what paiſed amongſt them , for which reaſon he 
was left out of the meetings. Further this Examinant faith that 
Mr. Wade and Holloway told him how they had hxed the matter for 
Briſtol ; that they were ſure of Three Hundred Men, and that 
they would Poſt them in all the Croſs Streets, ſo that none of the 
other party ſhould get together in a Body or out of their Houſes. 
By this means they ſhould be Maſters of the Town without pil. 
ling one drop of Blood. And this Examinant further ſaith thacr 
Goodenoug h told Wade, Mt and this Examinaar, that about twen- 
ty five Hundred: Arms would be wanting for the Men that would 
Riſe here ; for without they were Armed that were on the firſt to 
Riſe here, we ſhould be bear ; therefore Met and this Examinant did 
acquaint Mr. Ferguſon from the reſt that did meer, of the neceſſity 
of having ſo many Arms. He replyed, Mony ſhould not be wanting ; 
but how ſo many Arms could be bought without a diſcovery ? 
Mr. Weft did undertake that if Mony were given, the Arms might 
be had ; and ſome perſon of the Company did name a Gun-ſmith 
that was an honeſt Man that might without ſuſpition have rwo or 
three Hundred Arms, and other Gun-ſ{miths might, if inquired after, 
be found, that might lodge proportionable quantities 1n rheir Shops, 
and the Men ſhould be led to theſe Shops and Armed. Ir was ſaid 


by Goodexough that fix hundred Arms were together 1n the Artillery 


Ground which might be eaſily ſeized on. Many debates we had abour 
the Tower; ſome propoſed the taking of it by daytime, by ſending 
ſome Men in only with Pocket Piſtols, and when the Sign was gi- 
ven they were to fall on the Guard ; but this was left oft as not a- 
greeing with a Riſing by night 3 and then the other way was toclap 
two or three hundred Fagots to the Gates and fer them on Fire, 
which would make thoſe within ſurrender and that- Ships ſhould 
come andlye before the Tower and batter 1t at the ſame time the 


Fagots were 0n fire. 


7. Ronreey. 


Coloyel 


tt. 
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Colonel Romzeys Letter to the Karl of hoſes 


concerning the Scotch Pedlars, 


My Lord, 


c Hen the Riſing Was to have been in Nowen- 


ber, Mr. Ferguſon did , ſay. that he could 

* promiſe for three Hundred Scots in this Town -that 

* would be ready at a days warning and that there was 

<in England twelve Hundred that might be depended upon ; 

* that three or four Hundred did always abide here, 

© che reſt were ſcatrered throughout England with Packs on 

* their Backs for the maintenance . of themſelves ; that 'a 

© oreat many of them were Gentlemens Sons and all of ; 

* them had been at Bothwel-Bridge, and betook them ro this I 
5 way to get (and carry) Intelligence as well as a living. 


. 


F; Romzey, 


Another 


—OC— 
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Another Letter from Colonel Romzey to the 
| Earl of Rocheſter. 


My Lord, 
C 


Do not know whether have already in any of my 
| Papers where I mention Mr. Roe, acquainted the Kin 
© of one paſſage he told me, (bur I think I have) chat 
© Gibbons the Duke of Monmouths Foot-man did tell him, 
© that nothing but raking off the rwo Brothers would do the 
© buſineſs and it he would go with him, he would ſhew him 
© the place todo it; he carried himro-my Lord of Bedfords 
© Garden, where I think he told me 1s a Mount ro look inta 
© Covent-Garden and faid no place can be like this to lodge 


© Men in to dothe Fear and ſhewed him the Garden-door 


© where they might make a fally on the Coach if they miit 


© with their fire. Mr. Roe asked him, But how will you bring 
* the Men in ? He told him myLord waslong in the Country, 
* and he was ſo well acquainted with the Porter and Servants 
© that he could have the Key at any time. The ſaid Gibbons told 
* Sir Thomas Armſtrong as if Roe had propoſed it to Gibbons, 
and fir Thomas came to me in a great Paſſion and told 
* me what have related, and bid me ſpeak to Roe to warn 
*him of talking of any ſuch thing. When I did ſpeak to 
© Roe he Confeiſed the thing, bur that Gibbons moved ir 
*ro him, for he knew not any thing of my Lord of Bedfords 
© Garden or Servants. 

© This was to be doneas the King came from the Play. 
© E cannot recolle& whether F was twice at Mr. Shepards 
© with the Duke of Monmouth, &c. or but once ; bur if I 
© was but once, then I heard Mr. Ferguſon relate to my Lord 
* of Shaftsbury ſome part of their Debates at another time, as 
*that they had reſolved of the 19th. of Nowember for the 
© Riſing and ſome heads of a Declaration : Whether I heard 
© this Debate art Mr. Sheperds or at my Lord Shaftsburies 
© Lodgings I cannot be poſitive ia, but Mr. Shepard 1 
© believe may remember. | 


F. Romzey 


The 


\ 
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The further Information of Colonel Romiley. 


His Examinant further faith, That Mr. Ferguſon was at this Exa- 
of 1 minants Houſe for ſeven or eight nights, intermiting a night 
two or three , which time he told me he went to his Wife. During 
the time he was at my Houſe, the Due of Monmouth came to ſee him, 
tothe beſt of my remembrance twice ; the firſt time I was with them, 
and all the Diſcourſe that paſſed was about my Lord Shaftsbury's death, 
and relating the Aﬀairs of Ho/land and the Confederates, the Duke not 
ſtaying a quarter of an hour. The next time I was not in the room 
with them. Sir Thomas Armeſtrong came ſeveral times in a Morning to 
ſce him, ſomerimes before I was ſtiring ; the firſt time I ſhewed him the 
room where he lay, and did nor go in with him, but went to drels me, 


I being in my ſhirr. 


—_—— 
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Andrew Barbers Informations read in Council, 
23 June, 1683. - 


N Saturday morning, about the latter end of March laſt paſt, Mr. 
Keeling came to me, and told me,that he and ſome other Friends 

cf mine, would have me come to the Mitre Tavern within Aldgate,be- 
cauſe they would drink a glaſs of Wine with me ; and there I came to 


them, and found Mr.Rambal, a one Eyed man, Mr.Xeeling, Burton,and 


| Thompſon,l ſate down with them and drank ; ſoon after Mr. Rumbald fell 


into Diſcourſe concerning getting of Arms to his Houſe ; he was ſpeak- 
ing, he thought it would be a good way to ſend them in a Barge, but he 
concluded *twould not be fafe ; bur faid , he thought that thoſe that 
would be concerned ſhould ride with Arms themſelves berimes in the 
Morning , or inthe Night, and ſo come to his Houſe , and there they 
ſhould be refreſhed, and their Horſes, till he ſhould order them what to 
do. Some I underſtand were to continue on Horſeback, and they that 
were tokill the Horſes, Coach-man, and Poftillion, and to ſhoot into the 
Ccach, were to be on foot ; and he would order Carts to be ſet croſs 
the Road for to hinder them. So then Rumbald asked if we could ſhoot 
well , I told him I could not, I never ſhot at a mark in my life ; the 0- 
thers ſaid, let them alone for that ; ſays Keeling, he is a good Souldier 
and a luſty man, whac do you think of him ? he made no anſwer, ſo I 
anſwered I was no Souldier fit for that work , and ſaid, thatit would te 
Murder to Kill, and he faid it would be a means not to Kill, but to ſave 
many thouſand mens Lives. When I had done, he faid he would order 
ſome to bring word what Coach by the colour of the Horſes,that they 
may not be miſtaken., for this wastobe,asI underſtood, in Rumbald's 
own ground, for his Houſe joyns to the Road ; and he faid they muſt 
come by his Houſe to come to Londox , fo he ſaid, he would ingage his 
Life to do it, if he had but Thirty men, but he expected Forty ; and for 
Horſes Mr. Xeeling ſaid , he would get as many as he could, but it was 


not concluded on , by reaſon Rymbald did expe to have ſeen —_— 
F that 
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rhat place,but Mr.Xee/ing promiſed him they ſhould be ready at the next 
Meeting, which was to be the next Wedneſday after, as I remember, 
but then I reſolved never to come into their company more, nor be con- 
cerned with them , becauſe I did underſtand there would be Murther 
committed, nor have been in their company ſince, norl never ſaw that 
Rumbald before nor ſince. Likewiſe I replied, if you ſhould do fo,how 
will you eſcape? Rumbald anſwered, he would fight his way through, 
and ſeparate themſelves into By-roads , and make what way they could 
for London, and then they ſhould do well enough, All this timel ne- 
ver heard that this was intended againſt the King , for he was never 
mentioned in any reſpect, that I did underſtand, but I did verily believe 
that it was meant by his Royal Highneſs. So we paid our reckoning, 
which was I think, fix pence apiece , and they went towards the Ex- 
ehange, but I diretly home, and have not been in their company ſince, 
nor no other tending to ſuch evil work. 

Andrew Barber. 


Moreover, Rumbald ſaid, that there was never above one or two that 
rid before the Coach ; and likewiſe, it they could get to Cambridge 
Heath,or thereabouts, they ſhould have friends enough for their help. 

« 


In the Gate - houſe the 29* June, 83. Major 
Holmes Confeſſed. 


Hat in order to the late Earl of Argile's going into Scotland, and 

raifing a Rebellian there,he had propoſed that 30000 /. Sterling 

ſhould be ſent to him from hence, by ſome great perſons , with whom 

a Treaty was held for that purpoſe by Ferguſon ; but that they refuſed 

to advance fo great a ſum yet,condeſcended to ſend him 10000 l. which 

EHolmes knoweth not whether the late Earl hath accepted of , as ſuffici- 
ent for effeftuating that deſign. 

Upon his being ask'd, who were the great men by whoſe means the 
Money was to be advanced , he proteſted that he had never converſed 
with any of them , but that he had heard often the Duke of Mowmouth, 
and particularly the Lord Rſſe/ named ; and as to the Lord Grey , he 
did not remember that his Lordſhip was mentioned unto him in the 
matter of Money , but did confeſs that he had frequently been told of 
his being ingaged in, and a promoter of the deſign in general. 

He confeſſed, that the Letter marked Numb. 2. is trom the Counteſs 
of Argile to her Husband, and that he was to have ſent it away by the 
Poſt laſt Tueſday into Holland , had he not been taken into Cuſtody. 
That it wasdireCted for Peter Harvie Linnen Weaver (which is not a 
true name) in Bow Church-yard, and was left at one Mr. Browns Houſe a 
Sider-ſeller there, where Zolmes uſually received her Letters under that 
borrowed name, but faiththat he cannot decypher this, nor any of her 
Letters. | 

As to the long Letter marked Namb.3.he proteſts he cannot Decipher 
it, nor can poſitively fay for whom it was to have been directed , yer 
thinks it was to have been carried by Caftarres to Fergaſon , and by him 
to the chief men concerned in the Deſign. Upon 


of the Horrid (Conſpiracy. 


Upon inquiring what is become of the parcel of Books , which are 
the Printed Caſe of the Earl of Arg//e, and in what method they were 
brought over from Holland, he conteſſed that they had been ſhipped on 
board of a Veſſel, called (to the beſt of his memory) the Sacceſs of Col- 
cheſter, bound for London, and that Spence was afterwards to come in the 
Pailage Boat defighed to have come to Graves-end, but that the wind 
having been very croſs, he came on ſhoarat, or ſomewhat near Harwich, 
trom whence he came by Land to Loxdon. | 

Upon asking what was meant by the Figures 8 and 8r, in the Let- 
ters marked Numb. 5. he faid he did not well remember , but when I. 
told him that I knew by the Cypher , Money was meant by 50, and 
Officers by 5 1. he confeſſed thar it was fo ; whereupon I did obſerve to 
him , that as the late Earl was to have had Money, fo he wasrto have 
been furniſhed with Officers for the carrying on the Rebellion in $cot- 
land, which alſo he confeſſed, but faid withal, that this Letter was in- 
tended for his Lady, which he knew by a mark on the back, and ſhew- 
cd it to me. 


The Examination of Robert Blaney of the Mid- 
dle Temple £4: 29 June, 83. 


His Examinant Depoſeth and faith, That this Deponent was invi- 

ted about Chriſtmaſs laſt, on Wedneſday the 27th day of Decem- 

ber laſt, (as near as he can remember) by Fohn Row, late Sword-bearer 
of the City of Bri/to/, to Dine with Collonel Fohn Rumzey,at his Houſe 
in Soho Square , where were preſent the faid Colonel Romzey, Robert 
Weſt, Richard Goodenough, Foſeph Tyley of Lincolns-Inu Elq; Chriſtopher 
Battiſcomb Gent. : and the ſaid Foh» Row, and this Examinant ; where 
being together after dinner,and much Wine and other ſtrong drink drank 
in the ſaid company, a Diſcourſe was began, but by whom this Exami- 
nant cannot remember, about the times being very bad and dangerous 
for Sober Men, and what Remedies were fit to redreſs Grievances, and 
rid our ſelves of Arbitrary Power, or to that effe&; and it was there 
likewiſe diſcourſed and faid, but by whom in particular, this Examinant 
cannot exattly remember, it being ſo long ſince, that we ſhould never 
be well till we were rid of two people, by whom as this Examinant did 
apprehend, were meant His Majeſty and his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Tork, And it was likewiſe ſaid, That if the Great People did but 
agree to Joyn and Riſe, or words to that effe&t , it might be done , tor 
the Countries were all willing and ready ; then as this Examinant doth 
remember by ſome one, it was in the faid company propoſed, and as he 
verily believes by the faid Mr.We/t , that either a Deed of Bargain and 
Sale, or Leaſe and Releaſe, (one of them it was) ſhould be executed to 
bar both Him in Poſſeſſion , and Him in Remainder ; by which as this 
Examinant did then apprehend, was meant the taking off His Majeſty, 
and his Royal Highneſs, and ſo he believes thereſt of the ſaid company 
did alſo. Anda glaſs of Wine did paſs round the faid Table,as a Health 
ro the Executing of the faid Bargain and Sale , or Leaſe andReleaſe , 
(which he cannot tell , but one of them it was.) And this Examinant 
further faith, that he never was preſent at any other Conſultation _ 
v 2 the 
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the before-named perſons, or any others about the Death of the King, 
or bis Royal Higneſs, or the raiſing of any Rebellion, that this Exa- 
minant can remember ; except that being very frequently as a familiar 
Acquaintance with the faid Mr.Weſt ,- he hath often asked hum, and the 
ſaid Colonel Rumzey,whether the Great Men would do any thivg , and 
whether any buſinels would be done; or he uſed words to that effect, 
but they did conſtantly ,as this Examinant remembers, anſwer him No, 
that nothing would be done; and the ſaid Colonel Rumzey ſeemed- (a5 
this Examinant did apprehend) to be very ſhy of him this Examinant ; 
and much like Diſcourſe this Examinant hath had with the faid Goode- 
xcughs, but never was, as he remembers, acquainted with the proſecuti- 
on or particulars of ſuch a Deſign in the leaſt. And one Nathaniel 
Wade alfo, this Examinant hath had ſome ſuch Diſcourſe with , abour 
freeing our lelves from Arbitrary Power and Popery, by a general Ri- 
ſing, but any particular ways and methods for the fame, or otherwiſe, 
this Examinant never knew of,or was privy to. And further at preſent 
this Deponenr cannot recollect. 


Robert Blaney. 


29 Jun. 83. Furat. coram me 
L. Jenkins. 


_ 


The further Examination of Robert Blaney , 
Fuly 1. 83. 


X 7 Hofaith, that he faw Ferguſon ſince the Earl of Shaftsburies 

| death, in the Houſe of one Boxrne a Brewer, living in Queen- 

ſtreet, over againſt the Lord Keepers ; that it was about aquarter of a 

year ſince; that Fergsſon was in a Night-gown , and therefore he be- 

lieves he lay in that Houſe; .that the Diſcourle they had was about the 
Earl of Shaftsbury and his death. 

This Examinant faith, that about three weeks after the Earl of Shafts- 
bury had concealed himſelf, he faw him at a Merchants Houſe , whoſe 
name he remembers not, but the Houſe is in Woodtreet, near St. Albans 
Church, the corner Houſe, having a little Yard before it, next door to 
a Houſe that was one Mr. Biddolfs. 

He faith, he knows nothing of the manner of the Earl of Shaftsbu- 
ries Eſcape, nor of Ferguſons, nor knows no other places but the above- 
mentioned, where either of them were at any time concealed. 

He remembers that he was twice or thrice at the Sign of the Sugar- 
loaf, near the Devil Tavern with Fergaſon, and once with another per- 
ſon, who he thinks was young Shut , about the time the Earl of Shafts- 
bury abſented himſelf; but that Ferguſon was not then diſguiſed, bur in 
the Habit he uſed commonly ro wear , which was aRuſlet colour Cam- 
pane Coat, and a brown ſhort Perewig. 


Thomas 
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Thomas Lee Dyer of Old-ſtreet, his Confeſ= 
fron, 1, and 2 July, 1685. 


I Having been often in the Company of Mr.Fohw Atherton,he told me; 


about May laſt, that Mr. Goodenough muſt ſpeak with me , and Mr. 
William Thomas. We went to the Salutation Tavern in Lambard ſtreet, 
Mr.Goodexough came to tell us and then drew out forme papers, (bur I 
ſaw not what was in them) and there told us that our Rights and Pri- 
viledges were Invaded and. that ſome Gentlemen had taken into conſi- 
deration how to retrieve them or words to' that effte&t; arid did then 
ask us whether we were willing to aflift, and then told us: that the City 


and Suburbs were divided into Twenty parts, and did deſire us to ſee 


what men we could get and told us, thatwe muſt diſcourſe with them 
about a Forreign Invaſion at firſt and if that took, then we might 
know of them, whether they would be willing toaffiſt in their own per- 
ſons, or by Money? Some time after we met Mr.Goodenoughat the Am- 
fterdam Coflee-houſe in Bartholemew-lane; T told him that I had ac- 
quainted Mr, Charles Bateman and hedefired to ſpeak with Mr. Goode- 
wough. That Mr. Bateman told me I muſt have a care, and ſpeak at a 
great diſtance that he was willing to affiſt , if he could fee but a cloud 
as big as a mans hand and after I called on Mr. Bateman , and went 
with him to a Sea-Captains,and from thence to the Duke of Monmouths 
Houſe in Soho Square. As wewent , Mr. Bateman told me that the 
Duke had told him, that he was glad that ever he came acquainted with 


thoſe Proteſtant Lords ; and did aſſure. me that the Duke was very 


right for the Proteſtant Intereſt and that we need not miſtruſt him and 


then we called to fee Mr.G h, but were too late. The fame af- 
ternoon I went to ſee for Mr: Goodenough and found him at the Dolphin 
Tavern in Bartholemew-lane and I appointed him to come to the Xings- 


head in Swithens-alley in Cornhil ; where he came and told me, that 


they were making ready and asked me what I had done in that matter 2 
I told him, not much, becauſe T doubted they were not x5 770 with 
Money and Arms, hetold me that they had both. I asked him what 
ſtore of Money they had 2 he told me, Twenty thouſand pounds, and 
then we went into company.and talked no more about that affair. Some 
daysafter I met with him again , and he told me, that he had ſeen Mr. 
Bateman, and that he mms (0 would be very ſerviceable, and asked me 
what that Southwark man was? Itold him he was very honeſt and wil- 
ing, and that I had ſpoken with him,and he defired that he might ſpeak 
with him. I called him, and they diſcourſed together alone, and after 
'that heasked me, who that ancient Gentleman was, I told him, that he 
was an old Souldier and that his name was Franks; hedefired me to 
call him, and I did, and diſcourſed the matter, and he not hearing of it 
before , was a little ſurprized; but faid, that he was willing to fight for 
Priviledge, whictthe thought wasInvaded, but not for Religion. The 
next day I went. to meet Mr. Goodenough at Richards Coftee-houſe at 
Temple-bar ; there I met with Mr.Zoxe,and he had me over to the Xings- 
head Tavern, and there told me, it had been our great miſchicf,that there 
had not been an underſtanding betwixt the Cavaliersand us ; that there 
were a great many brave menabout the 7emple,and that the job had been 
done upon the Black-Bird and Gold-Finch ſome time before ;- if it had 
G not 
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not been for an accident that happened at Newmarket. Soon atter came 
in Mr.#raxcis Goodenough , and Mr. Fone told «me that I might be (free 
with him. Wediſcourſed about the matter, me ſaid they were makin 
all things in a readineſs againſt their coming from Wizdfor, and that he 
thought they. muſt get Three hundred Horle to ieize them coming from 
Windſor. Some time after I met with Mr. Richard Goodenough, and af- 
ked him what readioeſs things were in , he told me that in a few.days, 
he thought he ſhould have an account how many men they could raile. 
T told him that I had ſpoken with Mr.Rows and that he could helprthem 
to Armsfor a Hundred men ; and that a way was propoſed how to 
raiſe a 'Thouſand Seamen, if they would beat the charge of a Golden 
Ball to be played upon Black-beath. He asked me what the Ball would 
coſt 2 I told him, I was informed, about Twelve pounds. He faid, if 
it were Forty, they would be at the charge of it. Then he defired to 
ſpeak with Mr. Rows, and appointed to meet him at the XKings-head Ta- 
vern in Swithings-alley, and they met and went into a room apart, and 
afterwards we went to Joſephs Coffee-houle in Exchange-alley, and Mr. 
Rous told me, that he would ſeeanc get Ten Sea-Captains to manage 
that affair. The nextday I met with Mr. Row at the Amſterdam Coflee- 
houſe, there he ſpoke with two Captains, as he told me, and from thence 
he went with them to the Angel and Crown Tavern in Thredneedle-ftreet, 
but I did not go with-them. I faw him afterwards at the Xings-head, 
and he told me, he muſt have Mr. Goodenough go with him to Wapping, 
I acquainted Mr.Goodenough with it, and he rold me, that that bulineſs 
of the Tower was left to ſome men ,, that underſtood thoſe affairs 
better than himſelf, and that they muſt þe in a readineſs to do all toge- 
ther ; I asked him what that was, he told me they mult Seize the Tower, 
and take the City, and ſecure. the Savoy and Whitehall, and the King 
and the Duke. Sometime after I met Mr, Francis Goodenough in Weſtmin- 
Ber-hall, he had me behind Xidals Coftee-houſe, and told me, that the 
Countrey-Gentry were ready, and faid, hedefired it might not be de- 
layed 100g; The next time I ſaw Mr. Richard Goodenough, was at the 
Kings-head. 1 called at Mr. Fenkes , and underſtood that he had almoſt 
dined, and I left word that Iwas gone thither, and he came to me, and I 
told him IT had ſpoke with one in 0/4:ftreer , and that he was willing to 
aſſiſt with Money, and another in Whzze-croſs-ftreet, that told me, that 
he would affiſt himſelf, and had Arms for Ten.men, and Mr.Goodenough 
told me, that they were about Summing up their Men, and that they 
ſhould beready in a fortnight or leſs. 


"** i "IE of Hicks living in F ri= 
day-/treet London, taken before His Majeſty, 
the third of July 16, 83. | 


Ho faith, that he did hear from Wade (as h& thinketh) that the 

City was to bedivided into parts , and that Wage told him, 

there would bea Riſing of the Papiſts ro cut all their Throats, to which 
he had anſwered, that he did not believe it ; Bux that the Law of N: - 
rure taught him to ſtand upon his own defence. And that he the Exa- 
minant further adding, that this imported Evil and that he would not 


eonlſent to it. Wade then replied, he the Examinant muſt periſh then 
by himfelf. The 
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7 be Examination of Robert Weſt of the Middle= 
Temple Barriſter at Law, taken the 23 June ; 
1683. 


His Examinant faith, he having a general acquaintance with thoſe 
| of the City of London, thatare commonly called Whigs ; obſer- 
ved about Michaelmas laſt a general diſcontent amongſt them, by reaſon 
(as he apprehends) of the Elections that had gone before of the Mayor 
and Sheriffs, and of their apprehenſions of the loſs of their Charter : 
whereon this Examinant fearing that their hearts might tranſport. them 
to commit ſome extravagancies, and to prevent his own Family's being, 
ruined by them, was very inquiſitive to know whether any Inſurre&tion 
might be defigned. And this Examinant after ſome time, wasinform'd 
by ſome perſons, who at preſent he cannot remember, that an Inſurre- 
ion was intended in November laſt in the City of Loder, but the par- 
ticulars of it this Examinant was never acquainted with ; and he heard 
ſoon after that the Deſign was wholly laid aſide. And this Examinanr 
further faich, That about the time His Majeſty came from Newmarket,in 
or about Oftober laſt, he heard that there was a Deſign to ſeize the King 
& the Duke of Tork; but this Examinant doesnot know the place where, 
nor the perſons who were to a& therein. And this Examinant further 
faith, that about the latter end of Oftober, or the beginning of November 
laſt , this-Examinant met with Mr. Robert Ferguſon , whom he had 
been long acquainted with,and the ſaid Mr.Fergeſo gave this Examinant 
an account of the great miſeries the people of Scotland lay under, and 
did believe the people of England would ſuffer the like, and Popery 
over run the Nation, unleſs the people: themifelves endeavoured to 
- prevent it. And told this Examinant, that two ways had been 
thought on (but named not by whom) one by a general Inſurre&tion 
in ſeveral parts of the Kingdom, and the other a mote Compendious 
and fafe way of taking'away the King and Duke by ſome ſarprize in 
ſome Journey. To which this Examinant anſwered to this effe&t, ro 
wit, That he looked upon the firſt method to be imprafticable and 
full of hazard, the Militia, Navy, Forts, and Ammunition being in 
the hands of the Government, and the people as it were naked ; and 
ſuch an attempt might intail a long and Bloody War upon the Na- 
tion, and muſt end in the deſtruQion of the King and Duke, or ele it 
would be vain. And therefore the ſecond method of taking them off 
by ſurprize was moſt rational, if there were a neceſſity of doing the one 
thing or the other. And this Examinant further faith, that after this 
* diſcourſe, the faid Mr. Fergaſon went into Holand, and atter his return' 
from thence, - had ſeveral Diſcourſes with this Examinant to the fame 
effe&t,concerning the deſtroying the King and the Duke ; and that there 
would be an opportunity ſhortly of doing it, either upon the King and 
Dukes going to, or coming from Newmarket. 4402 
This Examinant further ſaith, That f0n after the faicf Mr. __ 
G 2 b* 
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Mr. Richard Goodenough, Mr. Richard Rumball, this Examinant, and ſome- 
time Colonel Rumzey (fo called} and Capt. Walcott met , ſometimes at 
this Examinants Chamber , and -fometimes at other places where they 
uſed to debate and conſider of the method of purring the Deſign of kil- 
ling the King and the Dukein Execution. | | TC 

And this Examinant further faith, That none of the perſons above 
mentioned, fave Richard Remball only, was to act 1n perſon, in the faid ar- 
tempt, but the ſaid Robert Ferguſon, Richard Rumbal, and Richard Good- 
enough, undertook to - provide the perſons to make the faid Attempt ; 
which perſons were to be 40 at leaſt, and 50 if they could procure them. 

This Examinant further faith, That there was alſo a further debate 
what fort of Arms ſhould be made ule of in the Attempt: And it was a- 
greed there ſhould be Blunderbuſles, Muskets or Carbines, and Piſtols ; 
but how the ſaid Arms ſhould be carried down, whether before. hand, or 
by the perſons on Horſeback , this Examinant does not remember they 
came to any reſolution. | | 

This Examinant further ſaith,that it was reſolved that ſome of the per- 
ſons who were to make the Attempt ſhould Kill one or more of the 
Horſes in the Kings Coach, and then one party ſhould fer upon the 
Coach and ſhoot into it, and another party fight the Guards; and if 
there ſhould be occaſion, a Cart ſhould be overturned in the Road on 
* purpoſe to ſtop the Coach. 

And this Examinant further faith, that after the ſaid Refolution a- 
bove-taken, this Examinant was much troubled in his mind, and en- 
deavoured to repreſent ſeveral difficulties and hazards in the thing, 
and the ill conſequences thereof whether it ſucceeded or not, with an 
intention to have diverted the thing. 

And this Examinant further faith; that after the Fire at Newmarket, 
and before the Kings return from thence ſooner thgn was expetted, this 
Examinant and the other perſons above-mentioned met at this Exami- 
narits Chamber, where becauſe they had no certain intelligence how 
long the King would ſtay there before his return to London, it was a- 

reed, to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, that the Attempe 
Tould be then wholly laid aſide. | 

And this Examinant further faith, that ſome ſhort time after the Kings 
return from Newmarket, there being a diſcourſe at a Tavern inthe City 
between this Examinant and the ſaid Rumball, and one Fohn Keeling, con- 
cerning the diſappointment of their ſaid attempt,in not having the Arms 
ready ; and the faid Xeeling openly mentioning Blunderbuſles, Muskets, 
and Piſtols, this Examinant adviſed him to call the faid Arms by the 
names of Swan-Quills,Gooſe-Quills, and Crow-Quils, that the Drawers 
might not take notice. 

And this Examinant further faith, that at the ſame Tavern , the faid 
Richard Rumball told this Examinant, and the faid Xeeling, that the King 
came by his Houſe with a ſlender Guard of Six Horſe, much Tyred,and 
o_ ſix men well provided might have made the attempt and ſuccee- 

in it. 

And this Examinant further faith that, ſome ſhort time after, it 
was agreed by this Examinant , the faid Ferguſon, Rumball and Goode- 
mough, that fome Arms ſhould "be bought ro be in a readineſs for any 
occaſion : and becauſe this Examinant was no otherwiſe capable to 
' ferve in any ſuch Deſign, it was propoſed to him and he FRNINEn to 
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buy. fome Arms; andaccordingly' this Examinant.belpake of one/Daf# 
a 'Gunſmitrh in ShzeriZane,; 30 Cale of !Piſtols;| go Carbines: with Belts 
-and Swivels, : and:ro iBlunderbuties, - beſides Bullets and: Flints, on pre- 
cence of tending the:ſame into Ameriea; barthe-fame were:notentred at 
ths Ouſtome-houſe tall Tueſday laſt, although this Examinant diti deſign 
to have done fo-ſix weeks betore. ! vw ings Lig! S114 34 300 . 
i And-this Exatninant further -faith, That: being/at -2 Tavern about 
three weeks or a month ſince'with Nathaniel Wade , Richard Nelthrap 
andvothers , where” the ſaid. Mr.'Nelthropi was: reading] a:/Gazetre , 
whereia there were Relations of Tumultsat>C£v/pgne;:aberted-by one 
Gulick, the ſaid RKeeling.came intu.the.Roorh to ſpeale with ene ofirhe 
Company ; and'Mr. Nelthropin'a jeaſting:manner-called the faid Xee- 
ling, Gulick.; whereupon the ſaid &eeling faid>to this Examinant, What 
think you for all your jeafting, if I and ſome few more of my vFrientls ſhould 
ſave the City Charter.' and the Nation > or: words to this:efett.- To 
whom this Examinant-replyed, he would do: very well to:'do fo: bur 
then-asked him the' mannerhow he would do it? To which he:anſwer- 
ed, That no body ſhould know it/ till they had 'done ;, but: hoped ht 
ſhould not be hanged for't + Upon which words this Examinant ſuſpe- 
cting the ſaid Xeeling meant ſome extravagant thing, bid him take care 
not'todo any fooliſh'thingand rfine the Proteſtants. zl; 

And this Examinant further faiwh;,' That abourt-Zafter laſt foine DiF- 
courſes were had concerning the making forhe Attempt upon the King 
and Duke, between Witadſor and: #ampton-Corrt, but no reſolution there- 
in was ever taken.to this Examinants knowledge or remembrance. 

This Examinant further faith, That thera was ſome Conſiderations 
lately had how to'make an Eſtimdte of the ſtrength of the Ptoceſtanc 
party;in caſe they ſhould be put upon their own Defence; when it was a- 
greed thar the City and Subburbs ſhould be divided into twenty parts;and 
that ſome perſon well acquainted mieach Diviſion, ſhould enquire :nto 
and make 1 return of the number he ſhould-find;; which returns arenor 
yet made ro the Examinants knowledge : And more this: Examinant 


for the preſent faith-nor. 
F Doe Rovert Weſt. 
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The fa urther Examination.of Robert Weſt Barri- 
fler at Law of the Middle=Temple , the 24th 
of-Jane,-1633- ot” uw re 

is Examinatit fairh, That'fie was informed, of the Iiiſurretion 
___ in his former Examination trieritioned to have been defigned if 

November laft by Thomds Walcor, who told thisExaminant that the fame 

Wis projected by rhe late Fart of Shaftsbary, arid was to liave been put 

in execution the 19 of November lait, but that he taoked upon it as a 

mad thing, which he had no thoughts to engage in ; and afterwards 

told this Examinant that it was wholly. laid afide. , 

H An 
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And this Examination further faith, That to the beſt of his remem- 
brance Francis Shate lately deceaſed was the perſon-who acquainted this 
Examinant that an Aſſaſſination of the King and Duke in their return 
from Newmarket in or.about Cfeber laſt had been intended and- that he 
heard the fame from Mr. Fergafon; and this Examinant asking Mr. Fer- 
g#/on about it, the ſaid Fergy/on told this Examinant,that it had not been 
rhought of time enough, and therefore could not be done or words to 
that effeQ. | 

And this Examinant further faith, That he diſcourſing with. the ſaid 
Ferguſon concerning the late- intended Attempt upon the King and 
Duke in their return from Newmarket asked the faid Ferguſon what care 
was taken to juſtifie the ſame, if in caſe it took effed, for that the other 
party might in revenge ſhed a greatdeal of Blood, and immediately pro- 
claim the Princeſs of Orange, which would overthrow the whole Deben. 
To which heanſwered me that care would be taken-about it and-thar 
the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs and moſt of theLieurenancy ſhould be ſecu- 
red. But when this Examinant deſired to know: what perſons were to 
be concerned, he bad this Examinant ask nc queſtions, for things would 
be managed well, as he ſaid ; and thac if Loudon was ſecured, all England 
would fall in. | | 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That when this Examinant asked 
the faid Ferguſon whether any Declaration was prepared to be publiſhed 
upon ſuch occaſion ? he told this Examinant that it had been conſidered 
of and was ready, and would be printed ready to be diſperſed: bur 
when this Examinant askrd him how it ſhould be done, he anſwered ir 
was aſſuredly fo, but this Examinant muſt ask no queſtions. 

And this Examinant further faith, That before this Examinant be- 
ſpake the Arms mentioned in bis former Examinations,the ſaid Ferguſon 
told this Examinant that he would give this Examinant mony to pay for 

_them, for he had five or fix hundred-pounds at Command, but he paid 

not the money to this Examinant till about three weeks or a month 
ſince and then paid it this Examinant in ninety threc Guineys, but would 
not tell this Examinant of whom he had the ſaid money. And this Exa- 
minant further faith, That the faid Ferguſoy told this Examinant that 
the Scots intended to make ſome Inſurrection in Scot/and this Summer, 
bur were not well abletodo ſo without the afliſtance of ten thouſand 
pounds or ſome other great ſum to buy Arms for them, which he had 
hopes of getting for them and that they expeQed, and he hoped they 
would be ſeconded by a party in Eng/and both in Lowdox and in the 
Northern and Weſtern parts. And when this Examinant asked him 
what perſons of Note would engage in it and what method they would 
uſe; He anſwered, Firſt let us ſound our ſtrength and if there be m—_ - 
ment from that, you will not want men of Quality to take their Poſt , but 
you muſt excuſe me from naming of them till there be occafion. And this 
Examinant further faith, the though he frequently enquired whether 
any money had been paid tothe Scots, he could not certainly be infor- 
med that any money had been paid. SE 

And further faith this Examinant, that the Arms in his former Exa- 
minations particularly mentioned were dire&ed by the Company then 
preſent to be beſpoken. | 


And 


Copies of tbe Informations. 


3I 


And farther this Examinant faith, That he hath been often in compa- 
ny with Mr. Edward Norton of Dorſetſhire, as this Examinant doth be- 
lieve, with Nathaniel Wade a Barriſter at Law and Francis Goodenough 
an Attorney at. Law, at the Caſtle-Tavern in Fleetſtreet, and ar the 
Green Dragon Tavern upon Smow-h;ll; where ſome Diſcourles were held 
concerning aa Infarre&ion in _Scor/and and. of, one in England, if there 
ſhould be occaſion or be thoughr requiſite; at which time the ſaid Par- 
ties laſt mentioned, declared they would not be wanting to at their 
parts therein. And this Examinant further faith not.. 


Robert Weſt. 
24* Junii Cop. & recognt. $f, 
coram me 
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The further Examination of Robert Welt, taken 
by my Lord Keeper the 25th June, 1683. 


His Examinant further faith, That Robert Ferguſon in his two for- 

| mer Examinations named, told and ſenx this Examinant word by 

a Note, That if-this Examinagt would' ſend to Major Fob» Wildman 
( commonly fo called ) he would pay a hundred pounds for the Arms 
in this Examinants farther Examinations mentioned to be | bought by 
this Examinant ; and this Examinant not being willing to ſpeak with the 


aid W:ldmas himſelf, ſent Richard Rumbald to receive the money ; -but 


the ſaid Wi/dman was gone out of Town before the ſaid Rumbald didicall 
at his houſe. And this Examinant further faith, That upon ſome dif- 
courſe at one of the Meetings in his former Examinations-mentioned, it 
was propoſed, whether ſome of the chief Miniſters of State, particularly 
the Lord Keeper, the Lord Marqueſs of Xallifax, and the Earl of Roche- 
fer that now is, ſhould be killed and it was agreed that it was very ne- 
ceſfary they ſhould be killed; but no particular perſons were appointed 
todo it, as this Examinant remembers, it being thought almoſt impoſii- 
ble for any of the faid Miniſters to eſcape. And further, this Examinant 


faith not. | 
Robert Weſt. 
25* Junit 1683. <= 
Cap. On recognit. coram me 
Fr. North, C. S. 
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The farther Examination of Robert Welt of the 
Middle-Temple, Barrifter at Law., taker 
before Mr. Secretary Jenkins the 26thof-June 
1683. 4 200 ies wht Gs | 


His Examinant further faith, That ſome time in the laſt Spring, 


and to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, whilſt the King 


was at Newmarket, Francs Shute, late deceas'd, came to this Examinant 


with a Meſſage from the Lord Efoward of Eſcrick, as-he told' this Exa- 
minant, to this effe&, viz. That the Lord Howard had a Proje for 
raiſing a Body of Men to make ai Inſurre&tion and deſired this Exami- 
nants concurrence and aſſiſtance in it ; and ſhortly after, the Lord Fow- 
ard and Mr. Shute came-to this Examinants Chamber in- the 7emple, 
where the Lord Howard told this Examinant, That except ſome Ettort 
were made by the People towards faving their Liberties and Religion, 
all would be loſt ; or uſed words to that effe&t. And -this Examinant 
telling his Lordſhip that he ſaw no way of doing fo, that did not endan- 
ger the People more in caſe of a miſcarriage, his Lordſhip told this De- 
ponent, he had thought of a method feaſible in his opinion, and it was 
this, to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, viz. That ven men of 
Skill and Condutt in Martial Aﬀeirs, ſhould: meet and each chuſe to him- 
ſelf ten men whom he might uſe, that"every of theſe ten ſhould” raiſe 
zo men, ſo as to make upa Body of two thouſand men': that empty: 
Houſes ſhould be taken for theſe men; | as near the ſeveral Gares of the 
City and other convenient Poſts, as could be : that the night before 
the Execution intended, the Men ſhould be:got into thoſe Houſes, and 
acquainted with the Execution ;\fuch as refufed ſhould be clapr iito the 
Cellars, andthe reſt ſally out at the moſt convenient hour, and ſeizeand 
ſhut up the Gates, and then demand the Inhabitants Arms; ' and” he 
doubted not but they would deliver them and. People enough come 
into aſſiſtance. His Lordfhip-named' Col. Rumzey, Col. Danvers, Mr. 
Clare and three others whom this Examinant hath forgorten:, for ſox of 
the principal ten, and deſired this Examinant to' ſpeaks co then to confi» 
der of the Proje&t and fill up the number of ten; bur this Examinant 
having no mind to engage in it | onely told Col. Rumzey of it and: none 
other of the Parties above-named, who told this Examinant he would 
not meddle in ir,and adviſed this Examinant to proceed no-furcher ; and 
when the faid Lord Zoward came to this Examinant for an Anſwer, this 
Examinant told his Lordſhip, that he could'meet with'no encourage. 
ment ; whereupon his Lordſbnp replied he could make as good a ſhift 
as other men, and he would trouble himſelf no further and came not 
ſince to this Examinant. 

And this Examinant further faith, That the ſaid Lord Houwrd at ano- 
ther time told this Examinant at a Tavern in the City, That he thought 
itnodifficulty with 500 Horſe to ſurprize the King , Duke and all the 

urt at Newmarket, by beating up their Quarters about break of day ; 
but this Examinant told the faid Lord Howard it was impoſſible to ger 
ſuch a Body to fo great a diſtance unobſerved, at which his Lordſhip 
ſeem'd convinced. | | And 
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| And this Deponent further ſaith, That the ſaid Fergu/07 told this 


Examinant that the Arms to be bought with the ſaid x0000 /. lay 
ready provided in Holand to be Tranſported for Scotland, and that 
the Earl of Argy/e would go over with them and Head the Scors in 
Perſon ; and that one Engliſh Lord offered ro pay the whole 10cvo /. 
by Mortgaging his Eſtate, if the reſt of the Managers would have 
{ſecured him their Proportions. But he ſhould not name the Lord's 
Name then but ſince the ſaid Fergs/oz told this Examinant it was 
the Lord Grey. And further this Examinant faith not. | 


26. Junii $3. Capt. & Robert Weſt L 


Cognit.Corans me 
L. Fenkine: 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt of the 
Middle Temple, Barriſter at Law; 


I His Examinant faith, That he was informed by Mr. Fereuſen; 
| an&#to the beſt of his remembrance, by Col. Romzey like- 
= wiſe, that the late Earl of Shaftsbary adviſed the Duke of 
Monmouth when he went into Cheſhire in September laſt, that if his 
Grace were attended with 'a good appearance of Gentlemeri and 
Freehulders there, his Grace ſhould ſet up and declare for a Free Par- 
liament. And that when his Grace was taken into Cuſtody by a 
Meſſenger, the faid Earl of Shaftsbary adviſed that the ſaid Meſ- 
ſenger ſhould be killed and his Grace return into Cheſbire and de- 
Clare as above ot elſe Poſt into the Weſt of Ezgland and ſet vp 
there. But his Grace, and the Lord Grey of Wark, were of another 
opinion, viz. That his Grace ſhould Surrender himſelf which his 
Grace did accordingly. | 
And this Examinant further faith, That ſince the Infurre&tion 
intended in November laſt was laid aſide, this Examinant was in- 
formed by Col. Romzey, that one great reaſor1 of its being laid aſide, 
was, that one Mr. John Trenchard on whom there was a great Re- 


liance for a conſiderable Body of Met iti the Weſt, viz. at Taunton, 


would not undertake to procure ſuch a Body, for which he was much 
reproached by the Lord Grey. £ 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That ſome time before Mr. 
Ferguſon went over into Holland, the ſaid Ferguſon, this Examinant 


and one Mr. John Roe late Sword-Bearer of Briſtol were together 


at the 'Young Devil Tavern in FlersSrreer, where ſome diſcourſe 
was had concerning 'the killing the King and Duke of Tort and of a 
general InſurreQion*; but this Examinant cannot remember any 
particular paſſages of that — Q 
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And this Examinant further| ſaith, That after the faid Ferg»/or 
went for H»lland, viz. about Chriſtmas laſt Col. Romzey, this Ex- * 
aminant, Richard Goodenough and the faid Roe, ſeveral times met 
and diſcourſed concerning the faid Deſign againſt the King and Duke, 
as alſo of a general InfurreQtion, which they diſtinguiſhed by the 
names of the Lopping Point, and Geperal Point: One of which Meet- 
ings, to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, was at this Ex- 
aminants Chamber in the Temple, where were preſent beſides Col. 
Romzeg, this Examinant, the {aid Goodenough and Roe, Mr. Joſeph 
Tyley, Mr. Eaward Norton, and Mr. Richard Nelthrop. And the faid 
Mr. Nelthrop approved of an Infurrection, but always expreſſed a 
Deteſtation of the Deſign to kill the King and Duke, as a baſe unge- 
nerous thing : But the {aid Rze declared, he would be one to execute 
it rather than it ſhould fail ro be done. | 

And this Examinant ſaith, That at ſome or all of thoſe Meetings 
it was diſcourſed in what place, and in what manner the faid De- 
ſign againſt the King and Duke ſhould, be put in Execution ; and 
it was propoſed to be done either in the Playhouſe, by planting Men 
in the Pit about the King's Box, armed with Piſtols and Pocket- 
Blunderbuſſes, who between the Atts of the Play ſhould make the 
Aſfault, or in their return from the Playhouſe by night under Bed- 
ford Garden Wall ; becauſe of the convenience for one part of the 
Aſſfailants walking unſuſpeQted in the P:azz and another walking 
ſo in the Square within the Rails, and another being about the 
Church Porch, who upon the firſt Afault might prevent Afiſftance 
to the King out of Covert-Garden: Or elſe if might be done as the 
King and Duke were paſſing down the, River in a Barge, either by 
overrunning their Barge with a Hoy,or elſe Boarding their Barge, and 
ſhooting a Plank or two out of the bottom with Blunderbuſles, and 
ſo to Got. it; but both theſe ways were looked upon as very hazar- 
dous and probable to miſcarry, and therefore neither was agreed 


on. | | 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That in the laſt Chriſtmas 
Holy-days, Col. Romzey invited this Examinant, and ſeveral others 
to Dinner at his Houſe in K7ngs-Square in Sohoe- Fields, where Dined 
thisExaminant, Mr, Richard Goodenough, Mr.. Francis Goodenough, Mr. 
Roe, Mr. Blaney, and to the beſt of this Examinants mn 
Mr, Joſeph Zyley, and ſome diſcourſe was.then had; of the ſaid Deſign 
againſt the King and Duke,-and of a general InfurreQtion , which 
this Examinant propoſed to them being piryers to- call and diftin- 
ouiſh them in this manner ; The deſign of killing the King and the 
Duke, Executing a Bargain and Sale, which was a ſhort manner of 
Conveyance ; And the general Inſurreftion, By. the Executing 4 
Leaſe and Releaſe which is a longer Conmenuncn, which DiſtinQzoa. 
was received, and often afrerwards made uſe of ; but the ſame Blawey 
was never afterward, as this Examinant remembers, at any other 
Meeting. | Hee” 3 | 

And this Examinant further faith, That ſome ſhort time after 
Chrifmas laſt, this Examinant, Col, Romzey, Mr. Walt, and Mr. 
Raumbold met at the Salutation Tavern in Lumbardſftreet, where it 
was Diſcourſed, that ſome Preparations ought to be made againf} 
the time, that either the ſaid Defign againſt the King and Duke, or 
a general Inſurreftion ſhould be put in Execution: And it was a- 
greed, 
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. greed, that Fergy/9n ſhould be ſeat for Home, and that Ludlow ſhould 
be ſent for if it could be, and that Blank Commiſſions ſhould be 
drawn up for Officers both Civil and Military and a 'Model'of 
Government ; but there was ſome doubt it! whoſe names thoſe Com- 
miffions ſhould” run, and at laft it was propoſed ( but this Exami- 
nant does not remember by whom) that they ſhould run in the 
name of the Confederate Lords and Commons of Exglavd. Aﬀeer 
which Meeting, this Examinant and Col. Romzey went the fame 
night, to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance or' ſoon after ro 
a Coffee-Houſe in Popes-head Aly, to enquire for one Mr. Thomas 
Shepard a Merchant, for direftions how to ſend to Mr. Fergafo 
then in FloUand, and there found Mr. Shepard, And this Exami- 
nant, by the conſent of the ſaid Col. Romzey, wrote a ſort of Can- 
ting Letter to Ferguſon, ro invite him over for his Health, bur there 
was no particular Bufineſs in the ſaid Letter ; and the ſaid Mr. She- 
pard (ent it: But Mr. Ludlow was never ſent for, nor any Commil- 
ſions prepared, nor any frame of Government drawn up to this Ex. 
aminants knowledg, or as heever heard of. | Of 
And this Examinant further ſaich, That about Chritma laſt he 
was informed, to the beft of this Examinants rengembrance, by 
Col. Romzey, that a deſign for a general Inſurreftion was carrying 
on, and was managed -by a Cabal or Council, and that the faid 
Cabal differed amongſt themſelves, and the Buſineſs was like to be 
at a ſtand; but the Perſons of that Cabal, the ſaid Col. Romzey, 
did not then give this Examinant any account of : Burt the ſaid Col. 
Romzey, this Examinant and Yathantiel' Wade agreed to draw up 
ſome few Fundamentals, which they thought reaſonable and the 
faid Col. Romzey to preſent the ſame to the Lord Raſſe/, for him to 
preſent to the Managers or the Duke of Mo»month, which they 
did accordingly, but the ſame were reje&ed, as the faid Col. Romzey 
rold this Examinant, and this Examinant hath no Copy of them. 
And this Examinant further faith, That about Hillary Term laft, 
this Examinant was informed by Mr. Joſeph Zyley, and fince* by 
James Holloway of Briffol, that there was a conſiderable Party in 
Briſbol, well provided for, and almoſt impatient for” Action, and 
had laid a rational Deſign, if they could be feconded in other 
Places. | | 
And this Examinant further faith, That he was informed by Mr. 
Richard Nelthrop, that Col. Sidney had Tent Aaron Smith into Scot- 
land, with Letters to Sir George Cambel, and Sir John Cockran, or 
one of them, upan pretence of a Purchaſe of Land in Carolina, but 
in truth, to get them up to Loxaoy, in order to ſettle Matters for 
a Rifing, or uſed words to that effect ; and that the faid. Col. Szazey 
ave the ſaid Aaron» Smith Fourſore Guinnies, or ſome fuch Sum for 
is Charges: And Mr. Fergaſoz hath fince told rhis Examinant, 
that the {#id Aaron Smith behaved himfetf very indiſcreetly in the 
Gid Journey, and run a hazard of diſcovering the Defign. = _ 
And this Examinant further faith, That Mr. Fergifon often told 
this 'Examinant , that it was agreed between ſeveral Scots and 
ſeveral Perſons of Quality here' in England, that the Srors ſhould 
haye 10000 /. frog hence to buy Arms, and then ſhopld Rife in 
Scotland, and be ſeconded here by an Inſurre&ion in* Exgland; or if 


the Engliſh would help the &tors ro 30000 7. they woul —_— 2 
| ing 
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Riſing in Scoz/ard, without being ſeconded in, or further affiſted 
from England. And that the 10000 /, was to be paid this day aid 
that day, but at length the 10000 /. ſunk to 5ooo /. but the Scots 
were reſolved to Riſe though they had nothing but their Claws to 
fight with, rather than endure what they did. And about three 
Weeks or a Month ſince, the ſaid Fergu/oz told this Examinant that 
Col. Sidnzy and Major W:ildman .had uſed the Scots ill and broken 
with them after making them attend two Months ; and the reaſon 
they broke upon was, That the Scors would not agree to declare for 
a Commonwealth and the extirpation of the Monarchy, but that the 
ſaid Ferguſon had hopes of raiſing the Money otherwiſe, but would 
not tell this Examinant how ; neither could this Examinant ever 
be certainly informed, whether any part of the ſaid Money has been 
-paid to the Scorsg, And this Examinant further ſaith, That Mr. John 
Roe hath rold this Examinant, that he the ſaid Roe was acquainted 
with ſome Scotchmen here in Lozdox, who informed him that there 
were 2000 or 300o Scots ( many of them Barhwe/-Bridg Men ) 
who were Journey-men and Pedlers in and about Ezgland, and were 
under the order and management of ten or twelve Scotchmen in Lox- 
don,who could in a Month or fix Weeks time draw in all up to Londor; 
and that the Earl of Shaftsbury had a great command of theſe Men. 

And this Examinaat further faith, That about three Months ſince 
or thereabouts, this Examinant being upon the Exchange, mer 
with Major Wildman, who told this Examinant for News that the 
Marqueſs of Huntly and Earl of Dowg las, two eminent Papiſts, were 
reported to be made General of the Forces, and Governour of Szer- 
ling Caſtle in Scorland and that a Reſumption or Repurchaſe of the 
Abby Lands was going to be made there. Whereupon this Exami- 
nant told the ſaid Major Wildman, That he this Examinant had a 
Plantation in America where the Churchmen never had Footing, 
and would go thither if he was driven from hence. To which the 
ſaid Major W:ldman replied, Keep here, and don't talk of being dri- 
ven out, drive them out hence. And this Examinant ſaying, He 
did not ſee how that could be done: The ſaid Major Wildman res 
turned, It may be done, and muſt be done, and ſhall be done ; or 
uſed words to that effe&t. Cs 

And this Examinaat further ſaith, That Mr. Ru»wbo/d told this Ex- 
aminant not long ſince,that Major Wildaman had ſhewed him a Paper 
1n the nature of a Declaration or Remonſtrance, which he intended 
to have Printed and Diſperſed among the People at the time of the 
intended Inſurreftion ; and that he the faid Wii/dman had formerly 
encouraged the ſaid Rumbold in the attempt upon the King and Duke 
in their way to or from Newmarket, but afterward ſeemed to diſ- 
courage him. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the Fire happened 
at Newmarket, and this Examinant, Col. Romzey, Walcot, Ferguſon, 
Rumbold, and Richard Goodenough had met twice, and reſolyed to 
let making any Attempt upon he King and Duke alone. The ſaid 
Ferguſon on Saturday or Sunday before the King's return, borrow- 
ed forty Gunies of Col. Romzey, as the faid Col. Romzey and Fergu- 
ſoz have ſince told this Examinant, in order to ſet the ſame on work, 
but did nothing in it; and hath ſince repaid 3o Guinnies, if not the 
whole 40 Guinnies to the {aid Col. Romzey. #79 
| n 
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And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the Kings return 
from Newmarket, the {aid Col. Roxzzey, this Examinant, Ferguſon; 
Rambald, Goodenoug h, and Walcot, as this Examinant believes, met ar 
the George and Vulture Tavern on Ludgate-Hill, where the Arms in 
this Examinants former Examinations mentioned and the Sorts and 
Sizes thereof were agreed upon: And the ſaid Ferguſon told the 
Company that one was employed to ſee for ſome Convenience 
between Hampton-Court and Windſor, to make the Attempt upon 
the King and Duke, but he never made any Report of the Meſſage; 
though he was preſſed to it by this Examinant and others, being 
then wholly intent, as this Examinant perceived; upon Managing 
the Scotch InſurreCtion. | 

And this Examinant further faith, That ſoon afterward there 
were ſeveral Meetings between all or moſt of the Parties abovemen- 
tioned, at the Caſtle Tavern in Fleetſtreer, and Green Dragon Tavern 
on Szow-Hill, bur this Examinant doth not remember any particu- 
lar Diſcourſe at any of the ſaid Meetings, other than concerning the 
Progreſs of the Scotch preparation towards an InſurreCtion. | 

And this Examinant further faith, That there was ſince prepoſed 
making an Attempt upon the King and Duke in their return from 
the Dukes Play-Houſe in the narrow part of the Street, but the ſame 
was wholly reje&ted and this Examinant never heard of any Ar- 
tempt deſigned to be made upon rhe King and Duke at a Bull-Feaſt; 
nor never heard that a Bull-Feaſt was to be had till about Ten ot 
Eleven days ſince. | | | | 

And this Examinant further faith, That the faid Fergu/oz told 
this Examinant that the Inſurre&ion in Ezy/azd intended to ſecond 
that in Scor/and would be in this manner, viz. That one Party ſhould 
be up in the Weſt, at Briſtol, Zaunton and thereabout, another in 
Yorkſhire at Tork, another in Cheſhire at Cheſter, and if it could be 
done, another in Devonſhire at Exeter, in every of which places 
ſome Perſons of Quality would appear, but named them nor, and 
that the main Puſh was . deſigned at Lozdon, and was ordered thus, 
viz. That ſeveral parties ſhould at once Attack the 7ower,the Guards 
and the Exchange, the Mews, the Savoy and White-Hall, and one at 
Weſtminſter ſhould fall upon the Back of White-Hal, that a Party 
of Horſe ſhould be laid at Staines Bridg to way-lay the King and 
Duke, if they 'went towards Windſor, and another Party of Horſe 
to way-lay them 'in their Road to Pors/month if they went thither ; 
that the Mayor and Sherifts ſhould be ſeized bur the Deſign was 
not to be Communicated till it was ripe for Aftion and added; that: 
he hoped the Duke of Monmoath and Lord Ruſſe! might be prevailed 
with to appear in Londoz. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the Scots were diſ- 
appointed of the Money promiſed to them the faid Ferguſon» would 
have had this Examinant to have mer and diſcourſed with Sir 7 h5mas 
Armſtrong, but this Examinant refuſed to do ſo ;' and he once asked 
this Examinant to wait upon the Duke of Mo-month but this Ex- 
aminant refuſed that alſo. | 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That though the ſaid Fergu/oz 
was ſhie of naming Perſons of Quality to this Examinant yet he 
always believed he meant the Duke of Monmouth, Lord Ruſſel, Lord 


Grey, Col. Sidney, Mr, Charleton, Major Wildman and others, but 
| K this 
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this Examinant never Diſcourſed with any of them himſelf; And 
Col. Romzey about two or three Months fince to the belt of this Ex- 
aminants remembrance told this Examinant that the Lord Howard 
of Eſcrik, Col. Sidney, Mir. Hampden Junior, Major Wr:ldman and 
others whom this Examinant hath forgotten were Managers of the 
Delign. 

= this Examinant further faich, That Richard Rumbald was 
commonly called Hanibal by reaſon of his having but one Eye, and 
that it was uſual at the Meetings abovementioned to Drink a Healch 
to Hanibal and his Boys and this Examinant believes the Ninety 
three Guinnies in this Examinants: former Examination mentioned 
to be paid to him by the ſaid Fergu/oz for the Arms were given to 
him by Mr. Charleton, for that the ſaid Ferguſon had before told. this 
Examinant, that he ſhould have the ſaid Money when Mr. Char leton 
came to Town, and when the faid Fergaſon paid the faid Guinnies to 
this Examinant he told him he had not had them in his Cuſtody 
above half an Hour, and this Examinant met the ſaid Chartetor 
going from him when this Examinant came to him. | 

And: this Examinant further ſ{aich, That about five Weeks ſince 
after the ſaid Treaty with the Scots ſeemed to be broken off, this Ex- 
aminant, Col. Rowzey, Mr. Walcor, Mr. Wade, Mr. Norton, Ri- 
chard Goodenough and James Holloway, met at the Young, Devil Ta- 
vern between the two Temple Gates, where it was agreed to' divide 
the City into ſeveral Parts and to' give the ſeveral parts to ſeveral 


' Perſons to examine what Force might be Raiſed in every. one of 


them, and if 3ooo Men could be Raiſed for the firſt Onſet it was 
thought ſufficient encouragement to venture upon an InſurreQion, 
and it was not doubted but 20000 Men would fall in if the firſt 
Onſet had any ſucceſs; and ia order to thisa large: Map of the City 
and Suburbs was bought and hung up in this Examinanrs C 

where Mr. Wade, Holloway and Francis Goodenough divided the City 
and Subburbs into Twenty Diviſtons,. which were to be Managed 
thus : One principal Man 1n each Diviſion ſhould! employ Fourteen 
or Fifteen under him and. give them their particular Walks, { that 
they might not interfere one with another and be deceived in their 
Numbers. Theſe were to provide Ten Men a-picce at leaſt, fo that 
150 Men in each Divifion would make 3000,0ut of the Twenty Di- 
viſions and what was over might be kept for a Reſerve, but there 
was no particular Method as this Examinant remembers agreed up- 
on to ab theſe Men, but was deferred till the Number was cer- 
tain, after which Diviſion ſo made the ſaid Richard Goodenongh by 
reaſon of his general Acquaintance undertook to find out Men to 
a& accordingly, and ſome ſhort time after the ſaid Parties above- 
mentioned met at the Gree» Dragon Tavern, where the ſaid Good- 
enough declared he had employed ſeveral Perſons from whom he 
hoped to have a good account in @ little time, and the next Week 
after the ſaid Parties abovementioned and one Mr. Zachary Bourn a 
Brewer whom the ſaid Goodenough had employed in it, met at the 
Salutation Tavern in Lambardſtreet, but this Examinant came: nor 
thither till the Company juſt broke up, and did not hear what-paſ- 
ſed there; Andabourt a Week after the ſame Parties except Holloway 
(who was gone to Briffto/) met again at the Greew Dragon Tavern 
on Szon-Hil, where the ſaid Goodenongh reported that he bad an 


account 
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account of 1309 Men out of two of the Hamlets, and that Sourh- 
wark would yield more and Spittle- Fields a great Number but had 
no. particular account of ather places. - - | 
And this Examinant further ſaith, That about three Weeks ſince 
Richard Rymbald told this Examinant that he ſaſpeed Mr. Keel: 
had diſcovered all the Deſigns, as well that of the intended Aſaili. 
nation from Newmarket as the other Defign then on foot and that 
if he were ſure of it he would take care to get him knock'd on 
the Head but was unwilling to do fo till he were fully fatisfied 
and about a Fortnieht ſince the faid Rumbald told this Examinanr 
that he had feveral reaſons to Convince him that the faid Keeling 
had made a Diſcovery, and but that he made fo many Proteſtations 
and Imprecations to the contrary he would kill him. And this Ex- 
aminant hath heard from Mr. WiHiam Rumbald, that he lent the 
faid Dy an Hundred Pounds on Saturday was Sevenight laft 
leaft rhe ſaid Keeling ſhould be tempted by want of Money, which 
he then pretended to labour under. And on Monday was | Dtrars 
laſt this Examinant was informed by the ſaid Mr. Wiliaw Rumbold 
that the ſaid Keeling was with Perſons that Afternoon, ſome of 
whom he believed would have killed the ſaid K-e/ing if he had not 
deceived them by many Imprecations that he had made no Diſco- 
very. And this Examinant further faith , that this Examinant, 
Cof. Romzey, Mr. Wade, Mr. Nelthrop, Goodenough and Norton had 
notice on Sunday was Sevenight laſt, by means of the ſaid Keeling's 
Brother that the ſaid Kee/ing had made a Diſcovery, and thereupon 
they reſolved to meet early the next Morning 1a order to their 
Eſcapes and according to their appointment met in Goodwens- Fields, 
where they endeavoured to Hire a Boat for Holand, whether all 
except this Examinant were reſolved to go, but by reaſon they could 
not get clear of Graveſend before. five or fix a Clock on Tueſday 
Night, and fo might be taken, they laid aſide that Deſign and every 
one ſhifted for hanſelf. | 
And this Examimantc further {aith, That when this Examinant 
was much C—_ and refuled to go for Hollaxd, moſt of the 
Company and particularly Col. Romzey looked wiſtfully in this 
Examinant*s Face, as" if they fafpeted Treachery in this Exami- 
nant. Whereupot this Examinant told the faid Col. Romzey, this 
Examinant if he were taken, would not fave' his Life unjuſtly, and 
inftanced that he had never ſpoke with the Duke of Movaonrh and 
could ſay nothing againſt hun. and would not do Injuſtice to the 
Coll but rather give his Right-hand/ to ferve him ; which 
Complement the Colonel returned and io parted and there was no 
agreement between all or awy the Parties abovenamed to favour 


j. another and further this Examinant faith not. 


® 


The 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt of the 
Middle Temple Barriſter at Law before the Lord 
Keeper the 2.7 June 1683. 


His Examinant further ſaith, That Mr. Richard Rumbald and 
| . a party of his Friends about ten Years ſince deſigned and 
were prepared to have kill'd the King and Duke of Tork in 
their Journey to or from Newmarket and lay in Ambuſh for that 
end, but the King and Duke went an unuſual Road through the 
Foreſt that time, which .they never went before or ſince, and 
ſo eſcaped them, and the ſaid Rumbold alſo told this Examinant that 
he once had a mind to have taken one of the Cellars under the 
Duke's Play-Houſe, and by placing Barrels of Powder there have 
Blown up the Play-Houſe when the King and Duke were there; 
but the conſideration that a = number of other innocent Peo- 
ple muſt have periſhed in it diverted him from it, though a Friend 
to whom he communicated the-Deſign endeavoured to overrule that 
objeCtion by ſaying, What have the Fack-Daws to do amongſt the 
Rooks ? 

And this Examinant further faith, That at ſome Meeting before 
or about Chriſtmas laft there was a Diſcourſe concerning Surprizing 
ſome Garriſons in caſe of an Inſurreftion and it was propoſed for 
Portſmouth, that ſome Gentlemen ſhould go into the Town. and 
Treat the Officers of the Garriſon who in that bad Air were apt to 
accept of an Invitation and Drink plentifully,and that in the height of 
their Drinking a party of Men who might be brought into Town on 
a Market-day in Country-mens Habits ſhould Surprize the Guards, 
who likewiſe to that end ſhould be Treated and it was thought the 
Townſmen who were uneaſie under the Inſolencies of the Garriſon 
would be apt to cloſe in and afliſt in the Enterprize.  Pexdenis Caſtle 
was alſo mentioned as a place naked and ealily ſeized and that 
might be of great uſe: And this Examinant doth not remember 
any thing ſaid about Hull, but Mr- Ferg/or lately told this Exami- 
nant, that he had good aſſurance of having Newcaſtle. 

And this Examinaant further faith, That after the intended Inſur- 
reftion in November laſt was laid aſide, Ferg»/ox to the beſt of this 
Examinants remembrance told this Examinant that the Lord Shaft s- 
bury had ſent Mr. Walcot to Sir William Conrtney in Devonſhire, to 
engage him in an Infurretion and' to joyn- with ſome Perſon of 
Quality if it ſhould be thought fit to ſend one thither, but Mr, 
Walcot returned without any incouragement from Sir William Conrt- 
ney: And though this Examinant knew that the -faid Mr. Walcot 
took a Journey into Devonſhire, yet the ſaid Mr. Walcot kept the bu- 
ſineſs of it cloſe from this Examinant and would own only making a 
- viſit to a Friend. 

And this Examinant further faith, That the Places uſually re- 
ſolved on for places of Rendezvous in caſe .of an InſurreCttion in 
London , were Saint James-Square , Covent-Garden , Lincolns-Inn- 

Fields, 
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Fields , Smithfield. the Royal Exchange, Saint Georges Fields, in 
Southwark, Goodmans+Fields, Spitrtes Fields arid” Mooy-Fields ,' where 
che Arms, 4n the Artillery Ground: were to bt Serzed.” 

_ And «his Examinant- further 'fairt, That "Mr. Roe told 'this Ex- 
aminank that he\had Diſcourfed 'with one Mr! Hicks a Tobacconiſt / 
an Anabapi itt Preacher: a great Ringleader 'of the' Anzbapeifts, and ' 
that the: {aid.Hicks had:told him that tie Anabaptifts coutd,' and he 
believed upona good conſideration "would ''make "tp an Army of 
20000 Men and 1500 of the 20000 would be Horſe, and though 
perhaps there would: be a neceffity 'of nine Be of fome great 
Men at the beginniwg/( and this Examinatit thinks he mentioned the 
Duke of Moxymouth) yet when the Anabaptiſts were otice up, they 
would not lay down their Arms till they had'their own rerms. 

And-this Examinantfurther faith, "That tothe beft of his temem- 
brance he was informed: by! Colowet Roweey; that the Managers of 
the general Infurrettioh had one or 'more Meetings at the Houſe of 
Mr. Thomas Shepard Merchant in Abchurch-Lunt or St. Chynerts: Lane * 
in Lumbaersftres hoon and that if the Money were paid to the 
Scots the Jaid Mg. Sheprd was:ito return it: itto F-#:nd, and this. 
Examinant to the beſt of his remembrance ; once” or twice: asked ' 
Ms. Shepass, whether any Money were paid, who anfwered' it was 
promiſed; vera} times. but he: had nor #ny affurance' of its being 
paid. - And this Examinant believes the: fad Mr. Shepard did know 
of tha wtended Aflfſination of the King and Dake but dorh nor; re- 
member that this Examinant had: any pareicufa? Difcourſe with the” 
ſaid Mr. Sheperd aboutit,: the tid Shepard having failed to: river rhis, 
Examinang,. Col: Rowzey , and others ſeveral" rinies when he had. 
promiſedio do ſo, _ 916012 191120486 oe 2DEIT; $9 20-119] 

And this Examinant further faith, That Mr, Ferg»ſoz to the beft 
of this Examinantsremembrance'told this Bxaminanr fihte'the' King . 
went to Windſor that there had+been fome thonghts of Surprizing 
Winaſor with 500 Horſe, bus apon confideration it ſeemet impra-, 
Eticable, but he named no Perſons to this Examinant. D 

And the ſaid Fergsſon 'deſired- this Examinant to fpeak ro Mr. , 
Richard (goodenough' ro meet Sir Thom as ArmPfrong which 'this Ex-' 
aminant did, andithis Examihant believes the faid Gooderough 
and Sir. Thomas Armfirong have had feveral Veetings and rhe faid 
Goodenoug h hath Communicarted'to Sir 7hon:es Armftrong the deſign 
laſt carrying on for Railang 3000 Men our of the Twenty Divifions 
of the Ciry and Suburbs, 'and the Progreſs that was bx? tn It. 

And this Examinant further faith, That ar one of the Meetings 
concerning the laſt mentioned Defign My. Richard Goodenoneh Re- 

ted one Man .( but would not name him) would undertake tg 
ing 1000 Men out.of rhe Hamlers and if occaſion were ro give 
ſatisfaftion he would ſhew ther all a 'Footbal- March or other Pa-. 
ſtime, bur the ſaid Goodenoagh reported withal that he found moſt - 
Perſons inſiſt upon terms and required to know what eaſe and ad-' 
varitage-they ſhould bave in matters of Religion, rheir Liberries and 
Properties, and what a{lurance they ſhould have of their being per-, 
formed before they would attually engage in Arms, for they would 
not Fight to change: Perſons baby, bur Things ; Br whether any * 
thing was done 1n order to give them fach ſatisfaCtion this Exami- 
n 
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And this Examinant furthgy faich; That the:fundamentals in this 
Examtaants laſt Examination mentioned iro-'be* prepared by Mr. 
ade, Cbl. Rowzey and this Examinant were only rough drawn up 
ty the faid Mr. Wade*'s own Hang' and ithis Examinant-did not write 
them, nor had any Copy of them 'becauſe. if they had been ap- 
proved of, it was intended to have drawn them-inro form and there- 
fore this Examinant cannot ſet thetn ;forth Exaftly, bur to' the beit 
of this Examinants remembrance the:ſubſtance of:them ' was to the 
effect following. ; | | O27 1 9h : 

\ 1. That the People ſhould annually meer at a certain time to 
Chooſe Members ot Parliament without any Writ or particular Di- 
reCtion to.do ſo. Mics 3 41:4 75 -297-4 o_e_ \. 

'2. That. the Parliament ſhould Meet at and-Sit' for, a ſtared time 
and not be Diſſolved Prorogued or Adjourned but by their own Con- 
ſent and that no Prorogation 'er. Adjournment ſhould hinder their 
Meeting before the day to which-they were Prorogued or Adjour- 
ned, if there were occaſion. WT G 

3- That the Parliament ſhould confiſt of a Houſe of Lords and a 
Houſe .of Commons, but the exa& number of both or either of them, 
this Examinant doth not remember, | 
4. That only ſuch Nobility ſhould: be Hereditary as were aſſiſting 

in this Deſign, the reit ſhould be only for Life, and upon their Death 
the Houſe of Lords beſupplied from time to time with new ones out 
of the Houſe of Commons but whether by the Eleftion of the Lords 
or of the Prince this Examinant doth not remember. 

' $5. The Militia ſhould be in the Parliament and the Parliament 
have the Nomination if not the. EleEtion. of all Judges, Sherifls, 
Juſtices of Peace, and other greater or leſſer Officers Civil or 
Military. | 

6. That what Acts paſſed in both Houſes ſhould be a Law for one 
Year without the Prince's Conſent, and what AQts pafſed both Houſes 
in two ſeyeral Parliaments ſhould be a Perpetual Law without his 
Conſent. | 

7. That a Council to the Prince ſhould be EleQed out of the Par- 
liament, a certain Number of the Lords to be'Elected by the Com- 
mons and a certain Number of the Commons to be Elefted by the 
Lords, but the Number of. the Council, or of either Lords or Com- 
mons to be of it this Examinant doth not remember. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That before the ſaid Fergu/or 
went for Hol/azd this Examinant preſſing him ro know whether the 
Duke of Monmouth were acquainted with the Detign againit the 
King and Duke, and would not _ all Perſons concerned in it if 
it ſucceeded, the ſaid Ferguſon ſaid What if I get it under his Hand 
that he ſhall not? To which this Examinant ag{wered it would be 
ſufficient fatisfaQtion but when the ſaid Ferguſon returned from Fcl- 
land, and this Examinant prefſed him again to have Security fit ro be 
relied on, he asked this Examinant Whether that were fit 10 bepropoſed 
to the Duke? And this Examinant ſaying Tf he durſt not propoſe ir 
he thought other Men ought not to venture upon it: Whereupon 
the ſaid Ferguſon ſaid that he had mentioned ſomething concerning 
the King to the Duke of Monmouth, but not Afﬀaſſinaring him, to 
which the Duke anſwered ſomewhat fternly, You muſt took upon 
mz in the Capacity of a Soa ; Which anſwer for ſome time dampe 

the 
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the Deſign andalways clog'd it : But at length it was reſolved, that 
it the Duke did proſecute che Aﬀors init, that the Duke himſelf 
ſhou'd be killed 1f it could be done; And this Examinant believes 
Col. R;»:zez was preſent at or made acquainted by this Examinanc 
with the ſaid Dilcourſe. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That the (aid Ferguſon to the 
beſt of his remembrance, told this Examinant that ſome tlioughts 
had been formerly of making an Attempt upon the King and Duke 
the lait Lord Mayors Day either going out of the Coach into Gu/d 
Hill, or in the Hall at Dinner (which might be' dohe with Men 
with Swords only) or in their return from thence at Ludpare or 
Pauls-Church-Yard, but for the great hazards in either of thele ways 
fiothing was fefolved on”, 6, 

And chis Examinant further ſaith, That this Examinant perceiving 
that little or no preparations were made for the laſt Deſigned At- 
tempt ja.the Newmarket Journey told the faid Ferguſon of it, to 
which the faid, Fergaſo.anfwered, That he ſhould have a Sum of 
Money for it--when things were, fixt, but hot elfe, for a Suin had 
been Depoſited in a Mans hand 
former defigned Attempt 1n. the O@ober Journey, and though it 
was not'made-uſe' of it was not returned and there was 10 asking 
for fuch' Moneyagain. "And this Examinant ' further ſaith, That ac 
one' of the: Meetthgs concerning the Attenipt upon the King and 
Duke this -Examinant propoſed to the faid Fergn 0#, that ſome of 
the Duke of Monmonrhs Servants or Dependants ſhould be brought 
into the Attion, 'which might be ſome fecurity to the Perſons en- 
gaged, or at leaſt make the World think the Duke concerned in ir, 
if he- were not. Burt Mr. Rumbald did not care to engage with 
afly of them; however this Examiriant believes the ſaid Propoſal had 
been Communicared to ſome of them, for that this Examinant was 
told ( to the beſt of his remerhbrance) either by Co. Romzey or Mr. 
Ferg ſon, that Sir Thomas Armſtrong offered to engage if Col. R»mzcy 
would but the Colonel refuſed and that in caſe of a general Inſur- 
reion Sir Thomrnes Armſtrong would the night beſore it attempt to 
frill-tle Duke of York, by going to him with a pretence to diſcover 
tome Plot againſt him; | bet 

And this Examinant was inforfnied'by Mr: Joh# Roe that one Mr. 
Gibbons who was or had been a Servant to the Duke of Mon»1uth 
met-the ſaid Roe in Coverr:Garaden or carried him thither, and there 
rold the faid Ree that was a Convenient place to do the Trick in 
{by which this Exatninant underſtood the Attempt upon the King 
and Duke) and that he the ſaid C/4bons would efrgage to be one 
m it; ; ; 
 Andthis Examinant furthet- faith, That about a fortnight before 
the Kings return from Newmarter, when the attempt was reſolved 
an to be made; Mr. Fergs/ox told this Exarmminant ; that the Duke 
of Monmouth and ſeveral-Lords ſhould be invited into the City to 
2 Dinner, the ſame day that the King was to retnrn, fo' as they 
might be ready*to appear in the City upon the Arrrval of the News, 
and the faid Ferguſon told tlits Examinaiir, that ſome preferment 
was deſigned for this Examinant , and-delired this Examinant tr& 
tonſider and give him a Note of ſuch Lawyers as this Examinanr 


thotghr 


( bus named not whoſe) for the - 
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thought fit 10 be and would accept of being Judges, bus this Ex- 
aminant only fmiled at his yanity and never gavs the faid Fergu- 
ſon any fuch atcount. | 


Robert Weſt; ++ 
27 TFanhll 1683. Capt. Io | 
& recognit. Corarm me 


F. North, C. $. 
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The further Examination of Roben Welt of 
_ the Middle-Temple, Barriſter at Law. | 


held for managing the buſineſs. of the Adaflination of 
the King and Duke jn their Newmerkes Journy, there was 
ſome Diſcourſe abour geting the Arms down io; Mr. Rumbilds 
Houſe, and the ſaid Rumbald firſk propoſed to put them up in] 
Cheſts, and ſend them down by ſome Ragey Carts from FIN 
field, and afterwards he thought to make uſe of two truſty Water- 
men of his acquaintance, who ſhould lay them inthe Boat, and 
carry Oyſters over them (as ſometimes they uſed 'to, 'catry Oy- 
_ up Ware River , and land them at , or near his own 
Houſe ; or elſe every Man was to carryhis own Artas, uiider long 
Coats : Butno particular way was reſolved on, but ſuch was to be 
uſed, as ſhould peer moſt ſafe, and at the ſame or ſome othes 
Meeting for the ſame purpoſe, it was diſcourſed how the Men 
ſhould get down unoblerved, and it was thought beſt that they 
ſhould go from Loxdon in the Evening, in ſmall aumbers, ſo as to 
arrive at the place about Midnight and go into an empty Houſe near 
Rymbald's own Houſe, where their Horſes ſhould be pur into a Bara 
and be refreſhed, and Ruwba/d was to' ſend away his Servants early 
to Market, and his Wife and Daughter he reſolved to kock up above 
Stairs: But the greateſt difficulty was how theſe Men ſhould get off 
after the Buſineſs was done ; the Road might be full and che party 
Cut off by ſome force that might come from Lonaon, and there- 
fore Rumbald propoſed, that if he ſurviv'd the AfQtion 6r were not 
diſabled irt it, to bring them a back way over the Meadows, and 
over Hackney-Marſb (to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance) 
which he ſaid was a very good way, andall of it to be Galloped, and 
by that means they might ger to Londen as ſoon as ſthe news could. 
Or elſe the ſaid Rombald offered that the party ſhould retire into his 
own Yard, which was Walled in witha high Wall, and Moated 
round which he would undertake todefend againſt any Farce that 
could aſſault them, and before night he thought all would: be diſper- 
ſed and ſhifting for themſelves, and the Road beclear ro London, 
but 


\ ND this Exarminant further ſaith, That at one of che Meetings 
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but which Courſe he would take was left to his Diſcretion, as the 
Circumſtances of the Caſe ſhould require. | 

And this Examioant furcher faith that che ſeveral ways, propoſed 
to ſurprize and take the 7ower of. London were theſe to the beſt of 
this Examinants remembrance, - One was to ſend.rten or. twelve Mean 
Armed with Piſtols, Pocket Daggers and Pocket Blunderbuſſes 
into the 7ower under pretendce of ſeeing the Armory, another nums 
ber ſhould go to ſee rhe Lyons, who by reaſon of their not going 
mro the Inner Gate were nor to have their Swords taken from them, 
that the perſons who went to ſee the Armory ſhovld return into the 
Tavern or Sutlers Houle juſt within the Gate, and there Eat and 
Driak till the time for the Artempt was come, that ſome perſons 
ſhould come ina V.ourning Coach or ſome Gentlemans Coach to 
be borrowed for this occaſion under pretence of making a vilit to 
ſome of the Lords in the Tower, and juſt within the Gate ſforhe of 
the perſons iſſuing outof the Tavern ſhould kill one of the Horſes, 
and overturn the Coach ſo as the Gate could not be {hur,; and the 
reſt of the perſons within, and thoſe who went to ſee the Lyons 
ſhould ſet upon the Guards, that upon a Signal of the Coach dri- 
ving down, a party of Men (two or three Hundred or more if they 
could be got, and were to be lodged in empty Houſes to be hired for 
that purpoſe as near the Tower as could be had )) ſhould be ready tro 
ruſhout, and upon the noiſe of the firſt ſhot immediately run down 
to the Gate and breakin, this way if at all put in Execution was to 
be in the day time about two a Clock, becauſe after dinner the Of- 
ficers are uſually diſperſed or engaged in drinking, and the Soldiers 
loytering from their Arms. | 

Another way propoled was that ſeveral Men ſhould enter A&i- 
ons againſt one another in St. Katherizes Court held for the Tower 
Liberty within the T ower, and thar at the Court day at which time 

reat Liberty is allowed to all perſons to come in, a party of Men 
ſhould go as Plaintiffs and Defendants and Witneſſes, who joyned 
with ſome others who ſhould come in under preterice of Curioſity 
as abovementioned, ſhould attempt the ſurprize, and be ſeconded by 
the party from the hired Houfes, and to the beſt of this Examin- 
ants remembrance a Coach was likewiſe to be made uſe of in this 
Caſe, andat one of thelate Meetings for carrying on the laſt Inſur- 
reftion, Mr. Goodenough reported , that an Engineer told the ſaid 
Goodenough that he would recommend ſome honeſt ſtout Fellows to 
be labourers and Workmen in the Tower, who ſhould be acquainted 
with the Deſign and ready to aſſiſt in it. 

Another way _ was to {urprize it by night, but that was 
full of difficulty and all that this Examinant remembers to have 
been propoſed was, that a parcel of Faggots ſhould "be carried down 
to the Gate and fired, and to ſome other Part (this Examinant 
thinks the water Gate) ifit were praQicable, and a great quantity 
of Faggots ſhould be prepared to throw into the Ditch and to make 
up Works. That which moſt perplexed the buſineſs was, that 
to ſurprizethe Tower by night was very difficult , and to begin an 
Inſurreftion in the day time was as difficult and would loſe many 
advantages that the night or break of day would afford and there- 


fore ao reſolution was taken ; Theſe were only the Debates of the 
| M 0 meetings 
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mectings of this Examinant and the other Perſons in his former 
Examination named, but this Examinant never heard what the 
Principal Managersconſidered of or reſolved on in the Caſe. 

And this Examinoant further faith that Mr. Ferg»/oz uſed to go by 
the na ne of Roberts and told this Examinant he was to go for Hol- 
lands with or ſoon after the Bills for the Money to be paid to the Scots; 
and that the intention was to Land the Arms at Edinburgh Frith to 
the beſt of this Examinants remembrance. - 

And this Examinant further faith Mr. William Rambald told this: 
Examinant that after 1t was violently ſuſpected that Mr. Keeling had 
made a Diſcovery, but had denyed it, it was propoſed to Mr. Kee!- 
ing for the ſatisfaCtion of his Friends that he ſhould go into the: 
Country for ſome time (where it was eaſe to Kill him and Bury;him 
privately.) 

And this Examinant further faith That after it was certainly known 
that a Diſcovery was made, it was faid by Mr. Wade-to the beft of 
this Examinants remembrance, -that if a Thouſand Men could be got 
together, it were better to venture a puſh here or in the Weſt-and 
die like Men than be hanged like Dogs: To which it was anſwered by, 
Colonel Romzey as this Examinant believes, It is in. vain to think of 
it, the Hearts of the People are down ' and our Great Men are good 
for nothing , or uſed expreſſions to that effect. 

And this Examinant:- further ſaith, That on 24o»dey was Sennight 
laſt Mr. Fergaſon perceiving this Examinant much dej and 
Colonel Romzey, Mr. Wade Mr. Norton, Goodenowghand Nelthrop in 
ſome Confuſion, laught and ſaid to them, Gentlemen you are Stran- 
gers to this kind of Exerciſe, I have been uſed to flie, I will never 

leaveof as long asT live, and I hope to ſee ſome of you at Duxbarr 
before Michae/maſs or to that effte&. | 


Robert W, eſt. 


_— > _ *” —_ —— 
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The further Examimation of Robert Weſt of the 
Middle Temple, Barriſter at Law. 


His Examinant further ſaith That at ſome Meetings concerning 

a GeneraMaſurreCtion it was diſcourſed that a Body of Five 
hundred Horſe would be cangan to {ſcour the Streets toprevent the 
Kings Party from embodying and tor Fighting the Horſe Guards, or 
for a Purſuit, and to ther end it was propoſed that fome endeavours 
ſhould be .ufed to bring up-2 Party of Horſe from the Adjacent 
Counties and that ſome means ſhould! be thought on to ſeize the 
Life-Guard Mens Horſes in their Quarters and the Citizens and Gen- 
tlemens Horſes in the Livery Stables and if there were fucceſs and a 
great Body of Horſe ſhould be neceflary, the great aymber of Hack- 
ney Coach Horſes ing Town would make a good force. It was further 
propoſed 


Fats 
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propoled, that Baricadoes ſhould be made in ſeveral great Streets and __. 


ſeveral Churches be uſed tor lodging the Ven. 

And this Examinant further faith That at ſome of the ſaid Meet- 
1Ngs It was reported that the Kings Regiments of Foot had not their 
full Complement of men but wanted a great number , and that the 
Officers uſed ro lend one another men when they went upon the 
Guard, and theretore the Foot were not ſo terrible as might be ap- 
prehended. 

Andthis Examinant further faith That it was intended m the be- 
ginning Of the.generat laſurreftion in the We to ſend our a Party 
of Horle to ſeize the Marqueſs of Worceſter now Duke of Beaufort, 
and his eldeſt Son, and another Party to ſeize the Biſhop of Barhand 
IW-1ls and ſome other eminent Mea of thar Party if they were then 
13 thoſe narts. 


And this Examinant further ſaith That ſome time before Chri/t-' 


maſs laſt he was informed by Mr. Roeto the belt of this Examinants 
remembrance thatthe Country expeQted the City. would have been in 
Arms on Mc:chaelmsſ5. Eve when the preſent Sheriffs of Lozden and 
M adleſex were Sworn , and that he was Credibly Informed that 
there were-Five hundred Horſe inthe Adjacent Counties ready to be 
marched to their Aſſiſtance upon the firſt notice and that they con- 
tinued 1n a readineſs-for two.days expeCting notice , but the Exa- 
minant.doth not remember that he named any perſon from whom 
he had this Information. - .  ;* 

And this Examinant further ſaich, That Mr. Ferguſon told this 
Examinanr that ſome Nonconforming Miniſters had told him they 
ſuſpeted he was driving. on a Deliga to Aſſaſſinate the King 'and 
Duke and beg'd of him to deſiſt, for that it would bring a Re- 


p:oach upon the Proteltant Religion whatſoever the event might be, 


and that he was forced to allure them there was no ſuch thing in- 
tended , but alas, {aid he, they are weak filly Men and not fit for 
theſe things who cannot diftinguiſh between Deſtroying a Prince 


meerly for his Opinion in Religion, and Deſtroying Tyrants who. 


Neſign to overthrow the Laws, Religion and all Civil *. 490 and 
hate the Nation. It is a pious glorious Attion, and ſuch as will 
teach all Princes to uſe their SubjeRs kindly, or to that effec. 


Rob. Weſt. 


The 
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T he further Examination of Robere Weſt of the 
Middle-Temple Barriſter at Law. 


T* Examinant upon further RecolleQion ſaith, That after 
Capt. Walcor had acquainted this Examinant of the Inſur- 
rection intended to have been made in November laſt, the 
ſaid Walcor came a ſecond time to this Examinant and told this Ex- 
aminant that the Lord Shsfrsbury had prevailed with him to engage 
in it, and that if it proceeded he would engage in it, and delired 
this Examinant to buy for him the ſaid Walcot a long ſtiff Tuck 
of ſome Cutler this Examinant knew, which this Examinant un- 
dertook and beſpoke, but was ſo long before he could procure it that 
the ſaid Wazlcot had otherwiſe provided himſelf and the Deſign was 
laid aſide firſt, and this Examinant was forced to keep the ſaid 
Tuck the Cutler refuſing to rake it again. 

And the faid Mr. Wulcor told this Examinant to the beſt of his 
remembrance, that the Lord Shafzsbary had formerly ſent for Sir 
George Cambel and Sir John Cockran about ſettling a Scotch Colony 
or Plantation in Caro{:4, but he believed that was only a prerence, 
and that the real truth was to Concert Matters in order to ſome 
Deſign in Scand, for the Lord Shaftsbury had ſent for him upon 
pretence of ſome Command in Carolina, but when he came the Lord 
Shaftsbury was very cool in- it. And this Examinant further faith 
That the faid Mr. W/cot refuſed a long time to att in any wiſe in 
the Attempt upon the King and Duke in the Newmarket Journey, 
but at length by the perſuaſion of Ferz2uſor as this Examinant be- 
lieves he undertook to Command the Party who were to Fight the 
Ta or to be one of them, bur refuſed to att in the Aﬀaſhnation 
it ſelf. 

And this Examinant further faith, The ſaid Ferguſon told this Ex- 
aminant that when the Earl of Argy/e was in Exglazd laſt Year he 
had offered to make a fturdy Commotion in Scoz/azd if he mighr 
have had but 6000 /. ( for ſo low he came down from his firſt demand 
of 30000 or 40000 /.) but our Great Men were jealous of him then, 
and would not truſt him, though he offered that they ſhould emplo 
whom they would themſelves to lay out the Money 1n Arms, whic 
he ſaid wasa great Overſight and Opportunity loſt. And this Ex- 
aminant believes the Aſſaſſination of the King and Duke Deſigned 
in Ocober laſt was Projected and Abetted by the late Earl of Shaf7s- 
bury and that the Money in one of this Examinants former Examina- 
tions mentioned to be advanced for that Deſign was advanced by the 
ſaid Earl, becauſe this Examinant had heard ( but cannot ſay poſi- 
tively from whom ) that the ſaid Earl complained of having been 
ill uſed in that Matter, in the Money not being returned though it 
was not laid out. 


Infor- 
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Information of Carleton Whitlock, 5. July $3: 


R. Weft ſometime in Eafter Term laſt in the Court of Re- 
M queſts told me That ſome deſperate Fellows had deſigned 
to have killed the King, or would have killed the King as 
he came laſt from Newmarket, if they had not been afraid that the 
Duke of Monmouth would have Hanged them. Upon which I told 
him that it had been a Villanous aftion and that all Mankind would 
have deteſted the Aftion and the Murderers, and that if it ever had 
been in the Duke of Mo»month's power he would certainly have 
Hanged them for it, if they had done it. He told me afterwards 
that there was a Deſign of raiſing a conſiderable Sum of Money to 
buy Arms, as I remember in Holland, and that Major Wildmaz, Col. 
Algernoon Sidney, and Ferguſon managed the Buſineſs and that my 
Lord Ruſſe! was very ative in it, or words to that effe&, and thar - 
Writings were drawn or drawing or to be drawn for the taking up 
of the Money, as I remember he ſaid Fergu/on' was to manage on 
the behalf of the Scorzs. This he told me at his Houſe one day 
when I Dinc4 with him, but upon my not Examining him to par- 
ticulars, he ſaid nothing to me but thus generally ; only at his 
Houſe he ſaid that ſome of them were for a Commonwealth and 
others for a Monarchy. 

At Mr. Shutes Funeral in the publick Room Nelthrop came to me 
and asked me for ſomething for poor Ferg»ſo», as he called him, 
and told me he was doing a good Work for all Honeſt Men; I told 
him I would give nothing to any Man for doing Work I did not 


know of. 
C. Whitlock. 


Mr. Edmund Waller's C onfeſion. 


raid ſo much at thoſe he called Proteſtant Lords, that I asked 

him if he would have them be Rebels, and told him that ſuch 
Men as he and nothing elſe could ruine the Kingdom ; this was in 
the Temple before the Hall, the laſt and only other time that I ever 
{poke with him 1n private, that is alone, for we walked in the Tem- 
ple Cloiſters: I met him there, and he told me that ſome People not 
naming himſelf as one, had had a Defign to ſet upon the King (I am 
not certain whether he named Newmarket) but he faid it was over, I 
went from him haſtily and only ſaid theſe things will Hang you and 
undo a great many other People, as I remember when he ſaid there 
had been ſuch a Deſign, I told him I did not believe it, and then 
he ſaid it was to have been done as the King came from Newmarket, 


and was going on to ſay more but I interrupted him and went _ 
N an 


] Did once meet Mr. Weſt I do not know the certain time and he 
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and I believe he was jealous of me for he called after me and faid 
there was no danger ; this was as I think the Saturday before this 
Conſpiracy was ſpoke of in Weſtminſter- Hall. 


July 6. 1683. __ Eam. Walker. 


Information of Zachary Bourn. 


Ichard Goodenongh bringing Mr. Ferguſon alias Roberts (for 
IR that Name he uſed to go by ) to my Houle it was a great 
while ere I underſtood any thing at all of the Deſign, but 
ſo many coming to him daily as did made me jealous I did imagine 
ſomething of it, upon which he took an occaſion one day to asKk 
what Ithought about the Gentlemen that cameſo often to him, and 
then ſays, Admit there ſhould be a Deſign on Foor for the good of 
the People of England would you be againſt it? To whichT anſwer- 
ed, If I can do it with a ſafe Conſcience I could not tell well what 
TI ſhould be perſuaded to. As to that, ſays he, I ſhall eaſily fatisfie 
you, and then went on to prove a mutual Covenant between the 
King and the People, that his Majeſty had broke it on his fide, fo 
the People were again at Liberty ; but to the Matter, ſays, he as 
indeed I will be plain with you, if you love your ſelf you muſt 
come in, for there is a Deſign on f. ot ſo laid, and ſo far gone that 
it is impoſſible it ſhould fail. Then I defired him, if he thought it 
convenient, to let me know ſome particulars, which he ſaid he 
would, provided I would promiſe him ſecrecy, bur eſpecially I ſhould 
ſay nothing to my Father or Wife, for he thought I would not ſpeak 
to any Body elſe, upon which I ſaid I would, and then he was plain 
as he ſaid, and told me as follows. 
T hat there was got a County in Erg/and but had prepared for the 


] Buſineſs leſs or more, but eſpecially in the North and Weſt, and 


that they were ſure of moſt places of Strength throughout the King- 
dom, but eſpecially Briſtol and Newcaſtle, and that they were then a 
confidering how to ſecure Por:ſmouth, but were afraid they ſhould 
not, the Gariſon was ſo ſtrong. 

And that the Scots were to ſtir at the ſame time we were, and 
that we were to lend them 10coo /. to be remitted into Hollard to 
buy Arms for them ; and that he was to goover with the Bills of Ex- 
change ; that he found out a Perſon could depoſite the Money upon 
good Security, which the Lords had promiſed ſhould be given ; that 
there was a Dutch Merchant or two that he had got to provide the 
Arms, for the Ezg/iſh could not do it without ſuſpicion. 
© Then I asked him who the Lords were? He told me there was 
the Duke of Monmonth, Lord Grey, Lord Ruſſe, ,and Major Wild- 
mn, and Col. Sidnty, I told him I wondred the Duke would be per- 
ſuaded to take up Arms againſt his Father, for my part I ſhould be 
very unwilling to truſt him; He an{wered me that he had the greateſt 

allurance 
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aſſurance in the World of him, and that I need no more be afraid 
of the Duke than of him.  . 

He told me the Lord 4reyle who was to Command the Stors was 
of my opinion too, tor he had a few days before ſent a Letter to him 
to be well ſatisfied in the point, and that he had ſent him ſuch am 
anſwer as he did not doubt would fatisfie him: 

He told me the Duke of York had fourteeri thouſand Men in half 
Pay about the Town, and for his part he thought we ought to de- 
tend our ſelves, for we could not tell but our Thfroats might be cut 
every night. I asked him how he could tell all this ? He told me 
that they had a great deal of Intelligence from the Tory party , for 
there were ſome that were willing to play a ſure .Game and ſo keep 
in with both ſides. Some little time after this there came one Mr. 
John Row that was Sword-bearer of Briſtol with one Fames Holo- 
ay of the ſame place a Merchant, toenquire for Ferguſon, but he was 
unwilling to ſee them : Then Row ia me to goand give him - 
Diſh of Cotte, which I did, and James Holloway gave me an aG- 
count of the Poſture of Afﬀairs at Br:fol, which I wondred at, being 
the firſt time that ever I ſaw him, v2. =: -.* 

That they had been ready this rwo or three Months, that there 
was but eight in Brifo/ that knew of it, that he had had- ſome Cans 
non he had taken out of ſome Ships he was concerned in. had 
lain there ſo long he was affraid they would miſtruſt ſomething, 
that he had great plenty of Powder and Bullet in his own Houſe, and 
that they had a Couple of Ships there that would carry forty Guns 
a piece which they intended to ſeize the firſt Riſing, and fit out to. 
Sea, and then their manner of getting ; together was thus Some of 
thoſe eight had Houſes out of Town, where they would get all of 
the Town they thought were for their purpole ; the Difſenters un- 
der pretence of a Meeting, and the others under ſome Colour or 
other, and then tell them the Deſign, and if they would not go 
with them they would ſecure or force them, and that they Id 
ſeize all the head Men of the Contrary party which were not above 
thirty inall, and that they would peſt Men at the Corner of every 
Street ſo that there ſhould not a Man ſtir without they plea- 
ſed. 4 
 Andthat to their aſſiſtance they ſhould have ſome Colliers out of 
King Road , and ſome.Scotch Pedlars that were about the Coun- 
try, many of whom were of Bothwel-Bridge. | 

He faid further that-the King would have by the time rhey be- 
gun a great many Thouſand pounds that they would ſeize, and that 
there was a great many of the Tory party that had a great ſumm of 
Mony by them which they muſt borrow and that there was not a 
pood Horſe within five Miles about them but they knew where to 

ave him 3 thapg they wanted but two hundred Muskets, for they 
thought they ſhould have more Men than Arms, which he was come 
up about, which he hoped the Lords would help them to, but if they 
could not Mr. Wade would lend them the Mony to buy them, and 
_ he ſhould pack them up in Parcels of Goods and ſead them by 
the Carryer to his Houſe : Mr. Wade told me himſelf he would do 
it, that islend the Mony, but it was ſome time after this, Mr. Row 
ſet by and approved what Holoway ſaid to be true; after this I went 
down to the Wells, and ſtaid about a fortnight. When 1 _ 
ome 
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home again Mr. Wage cameto meandtold mel muſt promiſe Secre- 
cy, andrhen he had ſomething to ſay to me, which was that affairs 
were lettled every where very well but in Loxdon, and tho the 
Lords had a Deſign to let London alone, yet they ſaw there was a 
neceſſity that the buſineſs muſt be done etfeftually in Loxdor, for if 
they ler that alone it was enough to maintain a War againſt the 
whole Kingdom and that their Friends here would be all ruined, 
and that in order to the ſecuring of ir they had raken this method by 
which they might know their ſtrength. They had divided the 7owr 
jato ſo many Diviſions and had got honeſt Fellows to conſult what 


.Men they might expe& our of every Diviſion, and that they had no 


body about me that they thought could ſerve them, and therefore 
defired me to think if it was no: poſſible tro get about a hundred and 
ſixty Men out of B.oomsbury , St. Giiles's, St. James's and Soho, 
and that I might, by way of Diſcourſe, ask ſome of my acquain- 
tance if there ſhould be occaſion to defend our ſelves whether they 
could not find out ten or fifteen or twenty Men that would afliſt ; 
that they ſhould have a Meeting again in two or three days, and 
then he would give me an account of it, and I ſhould go to them. 
And according'y on Friday following being the 8:4. of June towards 
Evening he came and fetcht me out, and carried me to the Dragon 
Tavern on Szow-Hil, where 1 met Colonel Romwzey, Mr. Robert 
Weſt, Captain Walcor, Mr. Norton, Mr. Wage, Richard and Fran- 
es Giaodenourh: then | was asked if I could not do what Mr. Good- 
exouzh had ſpoke to me about, and was deliced not to fay any thing 
about the buſineſs toany body in direct terms, but eſpecially to 
any of the Minilters, tor Weſt ſaid they were a parcel of Rogues 
that had ruined the People eyer ſince Conſtantine. I told them I 
thought Mr. Mead, and Mr. Lobb might be truſted, and that they 
were, if they would, capable of ſerving them very much. But they 
would not hear it then, but rhe next meeting which was on Monday 
thegyi1h. Ditto at the Salutation in Lumbara-ſtreer, they did think 
it Was neceſſary Mr. Lobb ſhould be ſpoke to, but not dire@ly, 
which I did, for the next day I went to him, and talking of the 
badnels of the times, I faid » Gul was but one way to help our ſelves, 
and that was by Arms, and if we ſhould have occaſion to do fo, I 
asked him where he could find a good parcel amongſt his people 
that he thought would ſtir. He told methat che Spirits of the peo- 
ple were low, but he did believe there was a pretty many of them 
that would make uſe of an opportunity if it was put into their Hands, 
but he could ſee no hopes of ſuch an opportunity as yer, we were too 
great Cowards, but I bid him not be out of hopes, and ſo our dif: 
courſe ended, for his Wite came in. 

The next Meeting which was on Thurſday the 14th. Ditto at the 
Dragon on Snom-Hill, Richard Goodezough brought in an account of 
the Diviſions he was concerned in, which was all the Town al- 
moſt, but where I was, and at Weſtminſter where Mr. Grange a 
Brewer was concerned, but he ne're met with us, but Goodemoneh 
laid he promiſed two hundred Men, and would be free of his 
Purſe. At this Meeting , they reſolved on this which had been 
Conſulted before, (for now they began to be ſure of the Deſign , 
for they had a probability of eight or nine thouſand Men from the 
account Goodenough gave in and others) that Whitehal ſhould be 
ſecured 
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ſecured, and the manner thus : That the Men in Weſtminſter ſhould 


be ready to make an Attaque on that ſide, that they would get abour 
1co Seamen that ſhould come up in Long-Boats with Hand-Grana- 
does and ſhould Atraque that part next rhe Water and that a Party 
of about 5co ſhonld come down by Charing-Croſs,part of which ſhould 
ſecure the Mews, and the reſt march down and ſurprize the Guards 
in their ſleep, for it was to have been aboyt one or two in the 
Morning, and that all the Chief Miniſters of State were to be ſecu- 
red, the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs and ſorne. of the Aldermen, 
another party to ſecure the Savoy and Sommerſet-Houſe, and that in 
Covent-Garden and Lincolns-Inn-Fields were to be Bodies of Men 
to be ready to give aſſiſtance if need were, and that all rhe expedi- 
tion imaginable was to be made, for now it was put into the hands 
of a great many, and there was danger of a Diſcovery. Mr. Good- 
exouzh told us that day that he had met with an Engineer that would 
do ſtrange things about taking the Tower, and that he had fix or 
ſeven Mortar Pieces that belonged to the 7ower, and that he would 
take care to keep them this Month or ſix Weeks ; at that time Mr. 
Weſt ſaid he thought I muſt fecure my Neighbour meaning the Lord 
Keeper, but I told him T would do no ſuch thing as to fall on a 
Neighbour ; truly he faid he ſhould be very willing to come to an 
account with him, and if he did he ſhould put him in mind of Col- 
Jedg. At this time Goodenough {aid .the People that he had ſpoke of 
the Matters to, defired they might know what they muſt truſt to, 
for if the Deſign was only to change Perſons they had as good have the 
Father as the Son, and therefore deſired ſome Heads might be thought 
bn and carried to the Duke to be figned by him the night before the 
Deſign began, and theſe Five things were reſolved on. 

I. That the Militia ſhould be in the hands of the People. | 

2. That they ſhould chooſe their own Sheriffs in every County. 

3. That we ſhould have a Parliament once a Year, and that they 
ſhould Sit as long as they had any thing to do. 

4+ That they ſhould have Liberty of Conſcience. _ 
5, That all the Nobility of Eg/azd that had ated contrary to the 
Intereſt of the People ſhould be Degraded. ; | 

Mr. Wade was to put theſe in Writing, and. carry them the next 
Morning to Col. Romzey who was to go to the Duke with them; 
which he did, and on Saturday the 16th. Dizro at the George and 
Vulture on Ludgat-Hil! he brought us this Account, that he was to 
wait on the Duke twice before he could ſpeak with him, but at laſt 
did ; that the Dukes anſwer was, that all of them were things of 
- moment, and that they could not be done without a Parliament but 
muſt be left to them; that he would do what lay in his power to- 
wards the ch, but there being word brought to one Lee 
2 Dyer in St, Gz/es a. Pariſh, that there was High Treaſon 
ſwort againſt him and Richard Goodenough; Goodenough would not, 
come to us that nigfit, ſo this only was concluded on, that we ſhould 
meet on! Monday at the Caffe Tavern in Fleerftreet, and that ſome 
time ori Monday Mr. Lee and Mr. Wade ſhould go to Mr. Weft's 
Chamber to ſurvey the Map of the Town to find fit places to meet 
in and give us an atcourit at our Meeting, but on Sunday they had 

account all was Diſcovered by one Keeling whom they had ſorme 
fulpitiba of ſome days before ; upon Monday Morning they met at 

| (S) Captatil 
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Captain Tracy's where Captain Walcot Lodged, Col. Romzey came 
to my Houſe and gave Mr. Ferguſon and me an account of it, and 
took me with him ro Captain Zracy's where they conſulted how to 
retrive the Buſineſs :* Moſt were for Puſhing for it, and 1o to die 
with their Su ords in their Hands ; and another way was propoſed 
I think by Mir. Weſt, to kill Keeling and one Doctor Butler which I 
think Col. R»wzey named, who was {aid to be the perſon brought 
Keeling in to Diſcover, and that this would give them ſuch a Blow 
would make them afraid : The manner of taking Doctor Butler was 
- to be thus, Some Men to go to him (it was to be after the killing 
of Kerlino) and undertake to give him an exact account of the 
Murder and the reſt of the Plor, and ſo to meet at a Tavern where 
was a convenient Room for the purpole and there to have Aſſaſiina- 
ted him, but I left them in the diſpute and weat not again till 
Morning, when I came there they were all gone but Weſf, who told 
me that one Rumbald and others had been in company with Keeling 
all the day before anJ he had perſuaded them into a belief he had 
ſworn nothing againſt any Man and ſo eſcaped from them, though 

this Morning they tound to the contrary. | 
At on: time talking to Ferguſon about this Matter, he ſaid no- 
thing was to be expected from the Rich old Citizens, and therefore 
half a dozen of them muſt be taken out of their Houſes and Hang'd 
on their Sign Poſts and their Houſes given as Plunder to the Mo- 
bile and that would ſcare the reſt. Another time meeting Roe after 
the Fire at Newmarket a great while, he began to talk of the Deſign 
at Newmarket, which he declined when he found I was ignorant of 
it, but by him and others I underſtood afterwards that there was a 
Conſult ſeveral times at Weſt's Chamber againſt the Life of his Ma- 
jeſty, and thar in order thereunto We/# had bought as many Ar:ns 
as colt about 100 /. of a Gunſmith in Shere-Laze, but the Fire happen- 
iog prevented the Dcſign. Another time talking with Roe, he ſaid 
there was no way like Lopping, that was his Majeſty and his Royal 
Highneſs ; to which I anſwered, I never approved of fuch Ways, 
and that he might do it himſelf for me if he would have it done, 
upon which he replied he would be one with all his heart, and that 
ir might be done through or over my Lord of Bedford*s Wall as his 
Majeſty went to the Play-Houſe, or as he went to Hampton-Court 
from Winaſor. Ar another time I met Weſt on the Exchange, and 
he told me the Lords were all a parcel of Rogues,and Ferguſon a credu- 
lous Fool, for that they would Trick upon the Scots and us too, that 
he had laid out a parcel of Money for. Arms, and that he could not 
get it again, which I told away A when I ſaw him but he ſaid he 
ſhould have it. Sometime after I met him in Lizcolns-Lun- Fields 
and he told me that he had a Note to one Major W:ldman for the Mo- 
ney and that he'd go for it next Morning , which he did , but the 
Major was gone out of Town. Sometime after I went to Mr. Owey's 
in Bloomsbury, where Fergu/oz then Lodged and there I asked him 
about Weſ/?”s Money, he told me he had given it bimfelf, for thac 
it was ſent to him juſt before Mr. Weſt came m and he had given 
it him. * On Monday they' met at Captain Tracy's, Mr. Wet gave 
a Note to one 7ottle toigo to the Gunſmith to fetch the Arms he 
had bought, left they ſhould be found 'there and carry them with 
to one of the Plantations, I think New Tork,' which Zorzle. did _ 
profer, 
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profer, if they would puſh for it he would not go his Voyage, thd 
I think he ſaid his Ship was at Graveſexud , nor would he come 
alone , but undertake for a Hundred Seamen and others preſent- 
ly. 
, The perſons that uſed tocome to Ferguſon were Sir Thomas Arm- 
ſtrong very often ſometimes two or three times a day, Colonel Row- 
zey, Captain Walcot, Mr. Wade, Mr. Norton, Richard Goodenough, 
Richard Nelthrop, Mr. Weſt, - Mr. Charlton with a wooden Leg, 
Mr. John Freak , Mr. Blany once or twice, Mr. 7homas Shepard 
Merchant, Sir Robert Rich, John Starkey, (Mr. Batly a Scorch- 
man, and Sir Camel, anda great many more of his Country 
men) and ſeveral from Wapping, all whom I know when I ſee, alſo 
Mr. John Ayloff uled to come when he was in Town. | 

Ferguſon told me of a certain perſon of Quality in that part of 
Treland next Scotland that could Raiſe Twenty Thouſand Men, and 
that he had promiſed it, I asked his Name but he would not tell 
me; he told meit was Aaroz Smith was ſent to Strotland about this 
buſineſs, and that he had like to have ſpoiled all, but that the per- 
{on to whom he carried the Letter went to the Council and ſhew- 
ed them a Letter he had about ſome bulineſs of Carolina , and asked 
leave to come to Loxdoy about it, and ſo got off this ſuſpition. 


£ec., Botrne: 
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Hat Mr. Baily the Scotchmtan fate up one night with Mt: 
| Ferguſon, and he went ſeveral times with him to the Duke, 
and theother Lords; that Ferguſon lodged at ſeveral places 
a few nightsata time and foro my Houſe again, at one Mr. Bicker- 
ſtaff , a Sword Cutler in Covent-Garden, at a German Doftors at 
the Greeri Pofts in St. Martins-lane, and Mr. Owens in King-ftreer 
in Bloomsbury. | 
That we met at the Salutation iti Lumbard-ſftreet by the perſwaſi- 
on of Captain Walcot, for he ſaid Mr. Thomas Shepard would meet 
us there, he went out of Town eyery night and ſo could not come 
further, that I have often carried Letters to the Exchange to Mr. 
Shepard from Ferguſon, that he uſed to come often to my Houſe to 
him, that I believe him to be the Man was to return the ten thou- 
ſand pound, for Ferguſoz told me he had a great Correſpondence 
with ſeveral Merchants in Holland and that \- did return my Lord 
Shaftsburies Mony when he went oyer. _ 
at 
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That Captain Wa/cor would have ſpoke to one Mr. Collins an 
Anabaprtiſt Preacher (he Preaches ſomewhere in Moorfields) that 
could affitt us greatly , but they would not hear of it being a 
Parſon. 

Mr. Weſt told me that Mr. Aloff was at the buying the Arms 
in Shear-laxe, and if at the buying I ſuppoſe at the contriving the 
uſe for them, that two or three days before the Diſcovery was made 
by Mr. Kee/izg, thinking the buſineſs was pretty ripe, Mr. Norton 
was deſired to write to Mr. Ay/off to come to Town which he 
did. 

That Fergu/oz defired me totell them one night when. we met, 
that he muſt have a party to ſeize Mr. L*Eſtrange, for he ſhould 
find ſtrange Papers, and that great care muſt be taken to ſecure the 
Paper Office at Whitehal: 


Zec. Bourne. 


| 


hd i — 


Hat Ferguſon told me that one Mr. Owez of Grays-Inz would give 
a hundred pound towards the Deſign, and further he told me 
thar he was the Author of thoſe two Libels, viz, A Letter about the 
Black Box, And a Letter concerning his Majefties Declaration; that 
as he walked in the Fields at that time the Diſcourſe was about the 
Black Box, it came into his mind to write about it; which he did 
in an Ale-Houſe in Chancery-l/ane, and that afterwards when his Ma- 
jeſties Declaration came out concerning the Duke of Monmouth, he 
finding no body took notice of it in Print, reſolved to write an An= 
{wer to that, which he ſaid he did as he lay in his Bed one Morning , 
and further told me he gor one thrown on his Majeſties Hat as he 
walked on the Tarras Walk at Windſor, and an other laid under his 
Piljar, but wouid not tell me whoit was had fo diſpoſed of them two 
for him ; and farther told me that the Duke of Monmouth gave hirti 
fifty Guinies for that peice of ſervice and ſo hath done every year 
ſince. Mr. Bethel that was Sheriff of Lozdox was once at my Houſe 
with Ferguſon and had ſome private Diſcourſe with him. 


Dec. Bourne; 


THE 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt of the 
Middle Temple, Barriſter at Law: 


His Examinant upon further Recolle&ion faich that at the 

Meetings for Carrying on the Affaſſicarion of the King and 

Duke, it was reſolved , that Sir Joh» Moor the late Lo: 4 

Mayor of Loy«os ſhould be killed, as wellas the preſent Lord Mayor 

and Sheriffs, and” thar if the people did not pull himin pieces, his 

skin ſhould be flead off and ftuft and hung up in G«:/d-H{// as one 
who betrayed the Rights and Priviledges of the City. 

And it was further refolved that Mr. Pap:l:on, arid Mr. Dubois 
ſhould be declared Sheriffs, and Sir Thomas Gold or Alderman Cor- 
wfb ( but chis Examinant thinks Alderman Corniſh was pitch'd on 
as the brisker Man } to be Lord Mayor, and that they ſhou! i be 
forced to take thoſe Offices ripon them, and if they retuſed ſhouid 
be knocked on the head, And Sir Robert Clayron and Sir Pt»: ce 
Ward who had behaved themſelves like Trimmers in theic Mayor 1- 
ty, and neglefted to rep24! ſeveral By-Laws whereby they m:2/1c 
have prevented Sir Jo Moor from being Lord Mayor ſhouid »e 
forced to appear publick'y and own the fact, or elſe £ knuck. wn 
the Head. | h 
_ And it was further propoſed that moſt of the Jadges ſhon'd be 
killed or brought :o Tryat tor their Arbitrary Judgmeats, and cheir 
Skins ſtuft and hung up 10 W-/ftm »þt r- Hall. EO ERR, 

It was further ſaid by Co!onel R. wz-y tc the beſt of this Ex4mis 
nants remembrance, that rhough he was nor for ſhedding much b!ooJ 
there would be a necerTity of taking of ſeme of the chief Abhorrers 
and Addreflers in moſt Counties orherwife they would be making 
head, but this Examin-n: was cf opinion that a publick D:claratiag 
of ſafety to their perſons and Eſtates if they would ſubmit, was a bet- 
ter expedient and won'd win more upon the People; And it was 
furcher reſolved that {--me of the principal reputed Peantiofters in the 
late long Parliament ſhould be broughtto Tryal and Death, and that 
there Skins ſhould be ſtuft and hung up-in the Parliament Houſe as 
Betrayers &f the Pcop'e, and of the Truſt. It was propoſed that 
Biſhops Dearth and Chapters ſhould be wholly-laid aſide, but no 
reſolution was taken eoncerning their Lands becauſe the preſenc 
Fenants might be itiduced ro ſubmit in hopes of preſerving them, 
and would be ſure ro ſtruggle if they ſaw they muſt loſe thetw, and 
thoſe who hid thoſe Lands in the late times would be ſure to engage 
in Arms for us or ſubmit in hopes of having thoſe Lands again. 
Some Difeourſe was had of applying thoſe Revenues, and of one 
half or two thirds of the Colleges in both Univerſicies tro publick 
uſes in eaſe of the People from Taxes. It was further proggsd that 
it ſhould be publickly declared to the people that they ſhould he 
eaſed of the Chimny Mony , and have Toleration in matters of 
Religion, which was thought would engage all the meaner people ; 
That England ſhould be a free "_ and all Strangers who would 
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ſhould be naturalized, which was looked upon asa means to engage 
Foreigners onour ſide, that there ſhould be no Taxes for the future 
but the Exciſe and Land-Taxes which ſhould be appropriated to 
particular uſes , and all forfeited Eſtates ſhould be applyed 1d 
£90. 

And this Examinant further faith that this Examinant enquiring 
of Fergnſon what Fond of Mony was provided, it was anſwered by 
him and Colonel Romzey, that if the buſineſs were doneand backr 
with ſucceſs there could be no want of Mony, there would be half a 
years Revenue of the Chimny Mony then due beſides what the 
Exciſe-Office and Cuſtom-Houſe would attord, and that. there was 
Mony and Plate enough among the Bankers and Goldſmiths whictr 
muſt be taken up upon Publick Faith if there were occaſion, and be 
punCtually repaid again for the $prags of the Cauſe. Com 

And this Examinant further ſaith that when Walcor agreed to 
engage in the ſaid Aftion he delired his name might be concealed 
whatſoever the effe&t of it proved, whereupon Ferg»/or replye& 
no Man ought to be aſhamed of it, for tis a glorious Aftion and 
ſuch as I hope to ſee rewarded by a Parliament, and that the A&- 
ors in it ſhaſl have Statues Ereted to them with Inſcriptions of 
Liberatores Patrie. | | 

And this Examinant further ſaith that he acquainted Mr. Tho- 
mas Shepard Werchant that this Examinant had provided Arms in 
his former Examination mentioned , and that Ferguſon promiſed 
fo ſee for a Conveniency of Committing the Aſſaſſination between 
Hampton-Court and Windſor, | gs 

And this Examinans further faith that Mr. Bo«rn» a Brewer be- 
tween great Preen-ftreet and Parker-lane was acquainted with the 
intended Inſurreftions, and hath talked with this Examinant abour 
them, and declared himſelf ready to engage in an Infurreftion, but 
not in the Aſſaſſination, and the ſaid Bows was knowing of the 
Arms bought by this Examinant but was not at the Meeting when 
they were agreed fo be beſpoken 5 and this Examinant believes he 
acquainted Mr. Carleton Whitlock, Mr, Edmund Walter both of the 
M:adle-Temple, and Mr. Holford of Chancery-lane of the intended 
Aſſaſſination and Inſurreftion in November, but he did not do ſo till 
after the time for Execution was paſt : And further ſaith, that in the 
beginning of Ofober laſt this Examinant met with Colonel Sidzey ar 
Uxbriage, where the ſaid Colonel told this Examinant that many 
fricks had been plaid in the Scrutiny of the Poll for the Lord May-. 
or , and that Sir William Prichard was declared though not duly 
choſeri, but ſaid he, allthatT can fay to itis what a Juſfice of Peace 
of Eſſex ſaid lately to a Country Fellow brought before him for Kil- 
ting a High-way Man that would have Rob'd him Friend faies 
the Juſtice you have done well; but you might have been Rob'd if 
you would ; and ſo we rhay be inflaved if we will, or elſe need not, 


_ Gr he ufed words to that purpoſe, but this Examinant to the beſt of 


Fiis reniembrance never ſpake to the ſaid Colonel ſince. 


Rob. W ets 


The 
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The further Examination of Robert VVeſt of the 
Middle Temple Barriſter at Law; 


His Examinant upon further RecolleQivn ſaith that Richard 
Goodenough and Francis Goodenough formerly offered to a& 
| in the intended Aſſaſſination of the King and Duke if a 
ſufficient number of Men could not be got to do it , but afterwards 
believing there were Men enough beſides, they both declined it. 
And this Examinant further faith; . that at ſome of the Meetings 
concerning the ſaid Aſſafijhation; Colonel Rumeey ſaid it would 
very convenient to take off Colonel Legg the now Lord Darz- 
mouth, for he was a ftout Man and of deſperate Courage, and be- 
lieved if he could get into the Zower, would in Revenge fire all the 
Gunpowder in the White Zower, which would endanger the whole 
City. And it was faid concerning the Lady Anz Daughter to the 
Duke of Tork, that it would be beſt to Marry her to ſome ſmall 
Country Gentleman and have a Breed only to keep out any Forrain 
prerenders tothe Crown ; and at one of the ſaid Meetings, when 
it was diſcourſed whether the King of Duke ſhould be killed ſingly, 
it was agreed, that Rumbold ſhould ſend out a Spye before, who 
by ſome ſigns ſhould give an account ata diſtance whether the King 
and Duke were both together or not, atidat one of the ſaid Meet- 
ings when it was defigned that it would be convenient to rake off 
ſome of the Chief Miniſters of State, as the Lord Keeper, Lord Hali- 
fax, Lord Hyde, Richard Goodenough ſaid, take the Keeper Priſon- 
er, and Try himat Oxfordfor the Death of Colledge, and hang him 
upon the ſame Poft cn which Colledge was hanged. | 
 Andat one of thefaid Meetings this Examinant ſaying he was well 
enovgh. Armed for one, for he had a 'good Musket Blunderbuſs and 
Caſe of Piſtols, the ſaid Rumbold deſired to ſee *'em, and finding *em = 
very good faid he believed he muſt uſe the Blunderbuſs in the Afſaſ- 
lination, and told Ferguſon he muſt Conſecrate it if he ſhould uſe 
it. | on NEE,” , 
And this Examinant faith that at one of the {aid Meetings, this 
Examinant was appointed to ſpeak to one Captain Boz a Seaman 
at Ratcliff to undertake the Railing a body of Seamen to ſurprize the 
Tower in caſe the Aſſaſhnation had been comrfitted, and this Exami- 
nant accordingly propoſed to the faid Boz whether he would under- 
take todo ſo Im the ſaid Boy replyed he was going to ſettle in 4- 
merica Where he was born, and did not care to be concerned, and 
feared he had not intereſt enough amongſt the Seamen if he el 


which this Examinant reported to the next Meeting, and the {aj 
Boz is ſince gone to live in New-England where he was born, or I 
New-Terſey. s | 
And this Examinant further faith that Richard Goodenough told 
this Examinant that he had ſpoken to one Mr. Grangea Brewer in 
Weſtminſter totry what Men could be Raifed in Weſtminſter for car- 
rying on the laſt Deſign of Raiſing three thouſand Men out — 
| ity 
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City and Suburbs, and alſo ſpoken to one Barzes a Hatter in Fleet- 
ſtreet to try what Men might be raiſed thereabout, bur this Exami- 
nant never ſpake to either of the ſaid Parties about it, neither dorh 
this Examinant know nor hath heard what other Perfons were em- 
ployed by Goodenough or any other Perſog in that Delign, and fur- 
ther ſaith nor. 


——_—— 


Rob. Weſt. 
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T he further Examination of Robert Welt of rhe 
Middle-Templs Barriſter at Law. 


the lnſurce&ion intended in November laſt was reſolved' on 

and Walcot agreed tO engage in it, the faid Wakor defired 
this Examinaat- to lend him ſome of this Examinant's Suit of Silk 
Armour, viz. a Back, Breft and Head-piece, and afterward asked 
this Examinant to take ſome Command of Horſe under him and to 
engage ſome young Men of the Temple, telling this Examiaznt he 
could make this Examinant a ſufficient Officer jn two or chr2 1yys 
gime, but this Examinant refuſed to engage himſelf or his rr =: 
either, though he offered the ſaid Walcot the uſe of his Armour. 

And this Examinant further ſaith that when the Arms in his 
former Examinations mentioned wete ordered to be beſpoke, it was 
alſo propoſed that Ferguſon ſhould provide the 600 /. retended 
to have ready for that purpoſe to buy Horles, which d be kept 
at Livery Stables in the names of private Gentlemen, and be alwa 
in a readineſs to be made uſe of as any opportunity for an Aﬀafſina- 
tion or other Occaſion ſhould offer, and the night or two before they 
were to be uſed ſhould ſeemingly be brought out of the Livery Sta- 
bles by Men to be employed for that purpoſe, but Ferg«ſor not brings 
ing the Money no Horſes were bought. | 

And this Examinant further faith that after the Treaty with the 
Scots {ecimed to be at an end, and the toooo {. not like to be had, 
Ferg «ſon told this Examinant that the Duke of Monmonth was wil- 
ling to ipeak with this Examinant and Goodexough to conlider what 
ovght to be done in the City and Suburbs, and to leave the Lords and 
other People {by which this Examinant ſuppoſes he meant rhe Lords 
Grey and Rafſfe!, Sidney and Wildman) but this Examinant refuſed 
to go to the Duke or to Sir Zhomw HArmfrong, and knows not 
whether Goedenough went to the Duke, though he did go to 4rm- 

YO. 
And Ferguſop likewiſe told this Examinant, That if the Eveliſh 
wouid not agree to ſtir, it was his opinion and the opinion of tma- 
ny of the Duke's Friends, and of the Scotch Gentlemen ther were 
here, rhat the Duke ſhould go to Scotleane' and head the Score there ; 


wheres 


T's Examinant upon further Recolleftion faith that when 
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whereupon Mr. Wade wha was then preſent ſaid, If the Duke did go 
thither he would waitzupan him in the Expedition as a Volunrier. 

And this Examinant further faith, That art ſome Meeting for the 
carrying on the intended Aſſaſſination, .Fergsſoz laid The King went 
frequentſy in the.Night croſs St. James's Park in a Chair withour any 
Attendance, and that it would be eafie for two Men. with Swords 
barely to diſpatch him and make their Eſcape.; wherenpon Col. 
Romzey (aid it was a ſtrange thing to him, that the great Men who 
were {o delirous to have the Bulinels done, ſhould not make a Purſe 
and buy ſome good Office at Court for ſome Man:whom they could 
truſt, who ſhould Roar loud of the Duke of Mozmoath and the 
Wiggs, and by that means get into reputation and truſt and ſhould 
© obſerve and give an account of the King's and Duke's Walks and. 
Hours and any Journeys they deſigned ; andthe ſaid Colonel ſaid he 
had told Armſtrong {o and bad him tell his Lords. I x 

And this Examinant further ſaith that abour the time the Inſurre- 
Aion intended in November laſt was carrying on this Examinant ob- 
ſerved the Lord Howard of Eſcrick and Walcot to be very intimate and 
often together, and the ſaid Walcot told this Examinant that the 
Lord Howard was as tight as any Man for the Buſineſs and as for- 
ward to engage, but this Examinant doth not remember that he ever. 
{poke with the Lord /{2ward himſelf about that Infurrection. And 


further {ſaith Mr. Roe told this Examinant that Gibbons the Duke of 


Monmonth*s Servant oftered to be one to commit the Aſſallination of 
the King and Duke, and further ſaich not. 


Rob. Weſt. 


T he further Examimation of Robert Weſt of the 
Middle "Temple Barriſter at Law: 

| . this Examinant that a Sum of Money for carrying on the 

Aſſaſſination of the King and Duke in OFober laſt was paid 

to a certain Perſon whonever returned it, of which the Lord Shafts- 

bury complained : The ſaid Fergx/on at another time a little betore 

the Diſcovery told this Examinant that Richard Goodexough was the 


perſon to whom that Money was paid, and that he called Ferg/on 
Fool for returning ſome Money he 


and Col. Romzey told this Examinant that -Mr. Charletoz paid that 
Money. | 

And this Examinant further ſaith that when Mr. Goodenough 
told this Examinant that he would ſpeak to Hoze the Joyner 
to: be one of the Aſſaſſinates, he ſaid he would firſt try him whe- 
ther he would undertake an Attempt upon -the Duke of York be- 
fore he would break the whole: Bu 


ſineſs to him; and as he found 


Q him 


His Examinant further faith, That after Ferguſon had told 


ad received for the ſame purpoſe , 
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him willing to. that he would proceed. And this Examinant 
believes Mr. Goodenouzh did accordingly, for that the faid Hoe 
coming to this Examinants Chamber 1oon after, and being asked 
by this Examinant whether he had lately ſeen Mr. Goodenonugh ? 
The faid Horne anſwered he had, and talked with him abour a 
Jobb upon the Duke of York: And this Examinant asking him 
whether they were agreed ? Hoxe replyed yes, but this Examinant 
doth not remember that Hoxze then mentioned the King or any 


name or Deſcription implying the King. And about five or fix weeks 


fince the ſaid Howe came to this Examinants Chamber about a 
ſmall alteration this Examinant deſigned to make in his Chamber, 
and then the ſaid Hoze asked this Examinant, Maſter will nothing 
be done? To which this Examinant anſwering he believed not , 
the ſaid Hoxe Replyed, if this Duke of Moymonrh would be true 
and appear openly, I could bring fifty or ſixty honeſt Fellows from 
our fide of the Water ( meaning Sou7hwark ) who would be ready 
for buſineſs as well as my felf, and this Examinant asking him 
what buſineſs ? Horne replyed any buſineſs, either a brisk puſh 
C by which this Examinant ſuppoſed he meant a General Infur- 
retion) or the other Trick or Jobb of taking off the two 
Brothers, the Captain and Lieutenant which were two Names uſed 
for the King and Duke. 

And this Examinant further faith that when the Diſcourſe was 
had concerning the Killing the Miniſters of State, Colonel Remeey 
ſaid, the Lord Halifax was one of the Greateſt Rogues, and de- 
ſerved it more than any Man, for he proteſſhing himſelf formerly of 
our Party knows our weakneſs and Diviſions and hath expoſed- us 
and made the Court venture upon things which they would never 
have done otherwiſe. And when Goodcrouyh propoſed that the 
Lord K'#eper ſhould be Hanged where Colledge was Hanged this Ex- 
aminant having an Opinion that the Lord Keeper was an Enemy to 
this Examinant and had uſed him very hardly in a Cauſe this Ex- 
aminant lately had in Chazcery, this Examinant delired that he might 
have the Cuſtody of the faid Lord Keeper a little while to make 
him ſenſible of his unkindneſs to this Examinant, but this Exami- 
nant, never defigned or defired to Kill the ſaid Lord Keeper or 
Ami perſon, nor would have had his Hands in any Mans 
Blood. | | 

And this Examinant further faith that Ferg»ſoz lately told this 
Examinant that Mr. Cromwel, Son of Richard Cromwel, who uſual- 
ly goes by the name of Mr. Cr-»bourn was fo vain as to endeavour 
to make a Party for himſelf or his Father in the City: And Goode- 
xough formerly , viz. about Chriſtmaſs laſt told this Examinant 
that he believed the ſaid Mr. Cromwe! and Mr. Iretoz the Son of 
Licutenant General Ireto» would affift in the intended Afaſſination 
of the King and Duke in Perfon. 

And this Examinant further faith, that Mr. Gooderonzh told this 
Examinant that he had ſpoken to one Partridge a Shoemaker and 
Almanack-Maker in Covent-Garden to AQ in this Aﬀafiination, and 
that the faid: Partridge offered to joyn in it if it were to be done in 
Town but was not able to Ride and therefore would not joyn in 
the Attempt ous of London: And further ſaid that the ſaid Partridee 
had ereQed ſeveral Schemes and thereby fonnd the Duke of Tort 


would 
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would ſcarce out-live March or April, and that the King was under 
an ill Direction too, and the People would be Viftorious. And Mr. 
Ryley tald this Examinant the ſame thing as to the Schemes erected 
by Partriage. | 

And this Examinant further faith that Col. Romzey told this Ex- 
aminant that when Mr. 7 rexchard refuſed to go into the Welt and 
raiſe a Force for the intended InſurreCtion in November laſt, the ſaid 
Mr. Trexchard was ſent for to the Duke of Mo-moath's Houle about it, 
and there were preſent the ſaid Duke,the Lord Gray and Col. Romzez: 
And further told this Examinant that the Lord Ruſſel had prepared 
to g0 the then next Morning to his Poſt which was ſomewhere in 
the Weſt, but this Examinant doth not remember the place. 

And this Examinant further faith that after the Diſcovery, Wa!- 
cot told this Examinant, Col. Romzey, Wade, Norton, N-lthrop, 
Goodenough and Ferguſon, that notwithſtanding the faid Diſcovery 
he was perſuaded God would yet deliver this Nation, but he did 
not approve of the preſent Inſtruments who had undertaken it, or 
uſed words to that purpoſe. 

And this Examinant further faith that he having a Son lately Born 
| deſired Col. Romzey to be Godfather, who ſaid he would not, except 
he might name him Brutus, but was afterwards prevailed with to 
do that Office, and give the name of John to the Child being the 
faid Colonels own Chriſtian name. 


\ 


Rob. Weſt. 


T he further Information of Robert Weſt of the 
Middle-Temple Barriſter at Law. 


T% Examinant upon further recolleQtion ſaith, that Fergu/o0» 
formerly viz. ſoon after his return from Holland told this 
Examinant that Dr. Owen and one Mr. Collins either an 
Anabaptiſt or Independent Preacher were the moſt ſenſible Mini- 
ſters about the Town, and were both of Opinion that the intended 
Aſſaſination and Infurreftion were Jboth lawful and neceſſary , 
and that Colonel Owe» Dr. Owens Brother was Privy to 
them and joyned; with Colonel S:idzey and Major Wildman in the 
management of the Treaty with the Scots, and that one Mr. Mead 
2 Nonconformiſt Miniſter was Zealous in the buſineſs of an Inſur- 
reftion but was not for beginning it in Loxndox, and Mr. Netthrop 
told this Examinant the ſame thing of Mead, and that he was able 
to Raiſe a thouſand Mean or more. 

And this Examinant further faith that Mr. Ne/rhyop told this 
Examinant that in caſe of an Inſurreftion which he much deſired, 
he would go along with the Lord Ruſſe! whereſoeyer he took his 
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Poſt and would furniſh out himſelf and a Man with able Horſes 
and Arms and a good ſumm of Mony. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, that upon. a diſcourſe with 
Colonel Rymzey concerning a General Inſurrection, the ſaid Col- 
onel told-this Examinant that if he could have a thouſand reſolute 
Fellows to follow him and an other thouſand Men to ſecure him at 
his back he would undertake to drive the King, all the Courr and 
the Guards out of Town ſo as they ſhould not dare to look back till 
they were fled to W:za/or. | 

And this Examinant further faith that the. Mony which this Ex- 
aminant received from Fergu/oz amounting to ſomething more than 
the Arms bought by this Examinant coft , this Examinant by the 
dire&tion of Colonel Romzey paid Five pounds to Mr. Wade topgive 
to one Manning who was to have been. one of the Aſſaſſinates, 
and alſo in the laſt deſigned Inſurrection to pay ſome Debts which 
Manning owed, and the {aid Colonel Romzey, Vir. Wade and Mr, 
Norton gave Manning a Guinny or 20 5. apiece more. And the 
ſaid Wadeasking this Examinant whether he would perſonally en- 
gage inthe laſt 1atended Inſurreftion , and this Examinant ſaying 
his infirm Conſtitution was not able to bear the toy! of a Soldiers 
life, Mr. Wade told this Examinant, then he muſt fir out ſome Men 
that would, and that this Examinant ſhould give his Blunderbuſs to 
Mayning who was a {trong {tour Fellow able to carry it, which this 
Examinant agreed to, and to fit out two Foot Souldiers, or do any 
thingelſe was fit for himto do. 

And this Examinant further faith that at one ofthe laſt meetings 
for Raiſing the three thouſand Men out of the City and Suburbs, 
Mr. Bo+rz reported he had communicated the buſineſs to Mr. Lobb 
a No:.conformiſt Parſon, who hada Congregation of poor Zealous 
Men, and that Mr. Lobþ embraced it readily , and promiſed to 
empluy two trulty Men of his Congregation to go amongſt the reſt 
and engage as many a$Sthey could. And this Examinant further 
ſaith, that Ferexſon had four ſeveral Lodgings during this Exami- 
nants Correſpondence with him, . at three of which this Examinant 
viſited him, v:z. at Mr. Bonrss the Brewer, at Mr. Owexs a Law- 
yer living at the further end of K:ng-ftreet in New-Southampton Build- 
ings, and ata Cutlers over againſt Wills Coffee-Houſe in Covert 
Garden, his fourth Lodging was in St. Martins-Lane in the. Fields 
at a Dutch Doctors, or Germa» Quacks, which this Examinant ne- 
ver was at, and knows not the name of. | 

And this Examinant further ſaith that Colonel Romzey Diſcourl- 
ing with this Examinant further concerning the Duke of Mommonrh, 
told this Examinant the Duke was inclinable to anſwer the Peoples 
expetations, and to ſubmit to be little more than a Duke of Venice, 
but the Lords about him and Armſtrong deligned Great Offices to 
themſelves and will not endure to hear of Terms, but cry all ſhall be 
left to a Parliament, whereupon this Examinant faying to him, it 
were but juſt to diſcover all their Intrigues, but the being an In- 
former is an ugly thing, Colonel Romzey Replyed, 1t1s true our 
People are not- worth venturing for and the other People are not 
worth ſaving , beſides it would give a great Blow, to the Prote- 
ftant interelt all the World over. And further faith not. 

| | \ Robert Weſt, 
The 
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The Examination bf Williath Hone Foner taken 


before Sir William Turner Knight and Alder- 


mar) of the City of L6ndon; atid one of hit Ma- 
Jeſties Juſtices of the Peace the thi. day of July; 
1683; 


* +» <4 


His Rxatyinant faith that about the Fire time at Newmarket 

Mr. Richard Goodenough came to hini to Cliffords:Tnn where 
| he was dt Work at one Mr. Carts Chamber, and asK'd him 
to goaldng with hirm and told lim he wanted ſome Labdurers; This 
Exathinant chE9 asKed hit if it were honeſt ? pon which Mr. Good: 
enough cluchr, his Fiſt afid endo it, towards his Mouth twice or thrice 
and told him' it was to feife the, King andthe Duke, and that theres 
woiifkd be 25 1. apiece to buy Horſe and Arms. This Examinans 
thett told him Ne was well ſettled in his Trade and did not care ta 
trouble himfelf, He then further told this Examinant that they had 
fikett cate to ſecure the Ciry, aid then they appointed to meet the 
text day at the 4nſterdem Coffee-Houſe, where they mer together, 
_ afid froth theneeth ow were to one Sergeants a Cooks-ſhop at the 
Sit f the Roe-Buk at the Corner of Bartholomew-Lane where they 

Ditied; 4nd whilft they Were there, there. carne .if one Keeling and 
otie Ro#:ba/4 Whis had But ane Fye, atid after fome Diſcourſe Mr. 
Keetin | Rag ſet” 08 0, and Mt. Goodencngh {aid we want Clothes, 
Me. Ks ing replied He had Cl6tties for half a dozen; and further faid 
fer us rfiake whar'we cari and go, Mr, Goodenongh anſwered no, and 
itt to Rowbald faid, there ts dhe kiows the temper of the People 
eftter; This te Keeling further ſaith that Mr. GoodeHough , Mr. 


Ribald and Mr: eeling went from thetice to a Tavern itf Barthe- 
lomew-Laene whitre this Exatyinafit came'to them, but heard tio Diſ- 
courlt at that rithe bur drank and went his way. 

This Oxaminatit furcher faith that a Fortnight after Whitſontide 
he iter Mr. Joſeph Reeling arid his Brother in 7 breadneedle-Street near 
the Exchange and they would needs Drink with himy and he went 
with them to. the Flanders Coffee-Houſe, and then Mr. Foſias Kee- 
ling cok hit his Brother was a ſtout Man and could . bring toge- 
ther thirty Men for his ſhare, and then they weat all three into a 
Room above-ſtairs; and then Mr, Jofias Keeling faid theſe words to 
him, You know the buſineſs of the Rye, this Examinant at that time 
knew the meatiing of the Rye; but not the place they called the 
Rye: And they being three together they fell into- Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the King and the Duke of Tork, and how they ſhould diſpoſe of 
them and depoſe the King; and they being hot in this diſcourſe this 
Examinant {aid he was for ſaving the Duke and ſecuring the King, 
afterwards the two Keelings ſent this Examinant to look for Good- 
exough and told. him they muſt needs ſpeak with him preſently, and 
after this Examinant had been from place to place to fin _ 

| R 
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and miſſing of him he returned back to the Tavern where he found 
the ſaid two Keelirgs and Goodenough and ſome others who this Ex- 
aminant doth not know ; and there the faid Goodermongh and borh 
the ſaid Keelirgs retired into a private Room, but what paſſed be- 
tween-them this Examinant doth hot know neither hath he ſeen 
them ſince.. - This Examinant further ſaith that about Mchaeimas 
laſt was twelve Month as he remembers Mr. Goodercugzh ſpoke to 
him to make a private place berween his Root and the Ceeling-ſoilts 
of his Houſe with intent as he told this Examinant to put Money in 
it becauſe the Times were dangerous. So this Examinant cut the 
Rafters and untyled part of the Houſe and made ſuch a private place, 
and made a Frame and a Door fcr a Man to go in, and the Brick- 
layer Tyled it over and over the Door, but what uſe the ſaid-Good- 
enough afterward made of it this Examinant knows ngt. | This |Ex- 
aminant faith rhat the Perſons engaged in this Conſpiracy are Mr. 
Richard and Francis Goodenough, Mr. Rober Weſt, the two Rowbalds, 
and one Adderton a Glaſier, and Lee a Dyar, aid b6th the Keel/ngs, 
and a Crape-Weaver who lives about Chiſwel-Strees. . 98 
' This Exartiinant faith that he hath work'd for the ſaid Mr. Weſt at 
his Chatmber in the Temple, and one day meeting him'in Flcet-Street 
he asked this Examinant if the Ball were once tp whether Gameſters 
would come in in four of five Hours time ? This Examinant replied 
he thought they would. ' And at another time being at Work at his 
Chamber they fell into diſcourſe together concerning the Depoſing 
of the King and the Duke, and words to that purpoſe, bur whac 
the particular words were he doth not, well remembes. This Ex- 
aminant ſaith that to the beſt of his remembrance as he was Drink- 
ing with Mr. Lee at the Kings-Head Tavern in Chancery-Lane about 


- a Fortnight after Whirſonride laſt, the ſaid Mr. Lee told him there 


was a Captain of a Ship would appoint the hurling of a Silver Ball 
at Blackheath, which would draw a great Company of People toge- 
ther, and then he would give them Brardy and then they rey orb 
and ſeiſe on the 7 ower. ; "Ie cums 

This Examinant further faith that he beirig at Work at one Mr. 
Percivals at Chipenham where the ſaid Adderton the Glaber was alſo 
taking order to Work, the ſaid Addertas asked this. Examinant if 
Mr. Goodenonghhad ſaid any thing to him about the BuſineGs ?. This 
Examinant asked him what Buſineſs? The ſaid Addertos replied he 


had told Lee of it, and that wasall paſſed between them. 


Will.- Hone. 
Capt. & Cognit. coram me Die = | 
& Annopreſen. , 


Will. Turner. 
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Information of William Leigh, 


Do declare that my firſt acquaintance with Mr. Rowſe and Mr. 
& Lee was by reaſon of Caprain Blagg and his Buſineſs to go his 
Mate, and the-firſt time that ever Mr. Ron/e ſpoke any thing to me a- 
þout the Plotzwas one' day I met him by the " eerwiir/ He told me he 
had _—_ toſay to me; and rothe beſt of my remembrance he 
asked me preſently after, :f I did know of any Seamen that were 
fitting to make Captains in Wapping: I told him No, but I would 
ſee what I could'do; and he promiſed, he and Mr. Lee to come to the 
Blew Anthor by Wapping Dock next morning about Ten a Clock but 
came not : Another day, he and Mr. Leecame down and diſcourſed 
with ſome of Mr. Row/e's Friends that he met, but they did not 
like his way and ſo parted. | fs | | 
And the firſt time that ever T heard of toſſing up of a Ball was by 
Captain Blagg, but I do declare 1 knew not the meahing of it till 
Mr. Lee and Mr. Rowſe asked me about taking the Tower ; and where- 
as he or Mr. Lee, or Mr. Row/e, or both, asked me about toſſing up 


of x Ball; as I take '1t-on Black Heath raked whit they wotild do 


there ? They told me there was ſome Hundreds of Horſe ready in the 
Country ; aitd as for Captain Blagg, I heard him ſay that Mortar- 


pieces ovet Southwark fide would be the beſt way forthe taking of 


the Tower ; and I have heard him fay, as near as I can remember, he 
could raiſe ſome Seamen, but the riutr-ber I have forgot; and all that 
Mr. L.ce ſpoke before the King and Council in my hearitig was true. 
All this I am willing to atteſt ; and for knowing of any others beſides 
Mr. Lee and Mr. Rowſe and Captain Blagg to be concerned in this 


Plot, I know not, neither can I call to mind any words ſpoken - 


by ariy but thoſe three, 


XA IWilliam Leigh; 


The further Iyformation of William Leigh: 


Shall it pleaſe your Majeſty, | | | | 
Ince I ſent in my Paper, I have ſent ſomething more whichcame 
in my Mind fince; That is about getting ſome Seamen that might 
be _— go Commanders of Captains of Ships ; and as heasked 
if I could not get two or three; ſometime afterwards I did enquire 


what he would do withthem, he told me to make Maſters of $ Ps: 
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I asked for what end? He told me to put in Ships at Deprford or 
Woolwich, that is Men of War to make Guard Ships to ſtop all going 
and coming : I didask him what he would do with them when there 
was no Guns abr Powder nor Shet on board z bur I told him if he 
had the 7ower then he might do ſomething : but his Anſwer was, if 
not then, ſome time after that, ſays he, Mr. Rows by Name we 
muſt ſecure the Tower and Whrte-Hall both _— or elle there 
could be neching dohet For, ſays he, we muſt take the King aid 
then our work is done, to the beſt of rhy remembrance: I asktd 
what was then his Oath of Allegiance? Hi told int if they had the 
King he ſhould be King Rill, bur-fight under his Curnmiflion, 1 do 


Mr. Lee was there prefeant. 
Wi. Lt#S: 
———— _—_ —————H————————O— 
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1 Information of the Lord Howard to the King, 
the 11" of July 1652. .. 


The Firſt Part of my Nar ative beirg a Srrmmary 
Account of all that Occurred to my Knovlerg from 

- September 29® 1682. tothe time of the Karl of 
Shaftsbury's Death. 


ſmall Eſtate at To/ibzry in the County of Eſſex , where I 
continued about a Fortmght waiting to hear of the ultimate 
fue and reſult of the long conteſted EleCtion of the Sheriffs of Lox- 
d9n,which was ſhortly to receive a final Determination by the Swear- 
ing of the new Sheritts into their Office. EE | 
During which time of my continuance in the Country I received 
two or three Letters from Captain Walcot, importing in a myſt-- 
rious Stile, well enough underſtood by me, that rhe matters of Ne- 
gotiation betwixt me and the Merchant my Correſpondent were 
brought to a good Concluſion, and that my preſence was ſpeedily 
defired for the better perfecting the ſame. ne 

Upon the 29th, of Seprember ( beingthe day which put an end to 
the long Diſpute about the Sheriffs) T returned to my Houſe at 
Knightgbridge, where I had not been above two or three days before 
I received a Viſit from Captain Walrct, who acquainted me that the 
Earl of Shaftsbury had withdrawn himſelf from his own Houſe into 
a Retirement in the City, where (though he was ſecreted from 
moſt of his Friends yet) he deſired to ſee me, for which purpoſe his 
Lordſhip had ſent him to me to ſhew me the way to his Lodging. 

I nealbacly cloſed with the Invitation, and went along with him 
to one Mr. Warfors Houſe about the further end of Woodftreer (rec- 
koning from Cheepfpde ) where I found his Lordſhip alone, who im- 
thediately begun to adviſe me in this manner, vis. Wes 2 

That finding the due EleSion of the City fruſtrated by the Pſeudo- 
Sheriffs forcibly obtruded upon them, he could no longer: think himſelf 
{ſafe (though Innocent ) in the future adminiſtration of Juſtice which 
muſt hereafter be'expeCted to be wrefted by ſuch Miniſters to the 
Humour of the Court, but this Danger threatned not! him only, but 
me alſo, and 'all honeſt Mer in Exg/and, in the ſenſe, whereof he 
had thought it neceflary for him (and believed it no Jefs neceſſary 
for me) to withdraw himſelf into the City, where he had mads 
ſuch preparations ( meeting with a diſpoſed matter ) that he did not 
doubt but in a'ſhort time he ſhould be able to reduce things to a ber- 
ter poſture: "Thar in order hereunto there were ſeveral Thouſands 
(I think he mentioned 10000) who were ready upon Notice given 
to betake themſelves to Arms. Firft to make themſelves Maſters - | 

| | \S$ ths 


: \ Bois the middle of Seprembey 1682. I had occaſion to g0.to 4 
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the City, and afterward Sally outand Attack the Guards at Whites 
Hz, that they were to be aflifted with about a 1000 or 1200 
Horſe to be drawn inſenſibly-into Town from ſeveral adjacent parts 
of the Country under the Condudtt of ſeveral good Officers, amongſt 
whom he made mention. of Major Bremer (and of him only ) "bur 
there was nothing hindred the putting of this into ſpeedy Execution 
but the Backwardneſs of the Duke of Monmouth and the Lord Refſel 
(to whom were affixt the Lord Grey, the Lord Brandon,Sir Henry [s- 
golasby, and ſeveral other Gentlemen who would not ſtir without 
the Duke) who had — failed him after their promiſe 
im in the like undertaking -( at 
the ſame time) in Devonſbire, Sommerſetſhire, Cheſhire, Lexcaſbire, 
and other Counties to give variety of Diverſion to the ſtanding 
Forces; That the Lord Grey ſeemed to be more forward then” than 
the reſt to joyn with him, with whom (if he could be gained ) 
he intended to Couple me for the raiſing of Eſſex, 'and that the 
Lord Herbert and Colonel Romzey would be afliſtant to him. in the 
Condud of the City Aﬀairs, together with very many Eminent Citi- 
zens who deſired to have their Names ſpared till the time of Adti- 
on, with many other particulars too long to be enumerated in this 
ſhort Summary. | | ST 
'To all this I anſwered, That I was glad to hear and was willin 
to take it upon his Credit, that the City was in as great a eedines 
for Aftion as he had expreſt;and that there would be ſo conſiderable a 
Body of Horſe brought out of the Country for their Aid as he had 
intimated, nor did I doubt but he had prudeatly provided for all the 
requiſites to ſo great an undertaking. But withal that I could not 
but be much ſurprized to hear that there ſhould be fo great-a miſun- 
derſtanding betwixt him and thoſe Noble Lords whoſe Concurrence 
I thought abſolutely neceſſary for fo great a Work, that if puey had 
failed him (as he had related) after an appointment made, they 
had atted very unſuitably to the CharaQter they bore, and would de- 
ſervedly forfeit the opinion was had of them, that I muſt be allowed 
the Liberty to diſcourſe with them about it and till then to ſuſpend 
2s well my Cenſure of them as the Reſignation of my ſelf to him 
inthe matters propounded by him ; upon theſe terms I parted from 
him promiſing to ſee him _ within a day or two- 
The next day I went to Moor-Park, where the Duke of Monmourh 


' then was and in ſhort acquainted him with what I had heard, as 


well concerning himſelf as the Lord Ruſſe/, &c. He abſolutely de- 
nied that he, or (as he believed) a Lord Ruſſe! had ever made 
any ſuch appointment with my Lord Shaftsbury, that they were 
altogether Ignorant of what was doing by the ſaid Egrl, who for 
ſome time ( upon what Capricio he knew not ) had withdrawn himſelf 
from them and afted upon ſeparate Councils of his own grounded 
(as he feared) upon the haſty Conceptions of ſome Hot-headed 
Men, who might lead him into ſome untimely 'undertaking, which 
in all probability would prove fatal to himſelf and all the Party : 
For prevention of which he ſaid he would be glad (if he knew 


| where) to give him a Meeting, and to reſettle a better underftand- 


ing with him. 
Having had this Account from the Duke I made a ſecond Viſit the 
next day (being 7hurſaay the 3d or 4th of OfFober) to the ſaid Earl, 
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to whom 1 communicated what. had paſſed the day before betwixt 
the Duke and me, and thereupon toouk occaſion. to itrengthen my 
ſelf with Arguments of the abſolute necefſicy of a {peedy Conte- 
rence betwixt him and the other Lords as well for the removing the 
preſent miſapprehenſions they had of teach other, as allo for the 
Conſolidating them into ſuch an Union and Concert of Councils as 
might render then all joyntly helpful to the Common latereſt by 
an harmonious and uniform Acting to the ſame end ia which they 
did all agree however they might difter in the means. This I urged 
upon him with all the vehzmency that the nature and importance 


« 


_ of the thing required, bur he ſtill perſiſted in a refuſal of 4 Meet-. 


ing, faying with ſome more than ordinary warmth, That. he had 
long diſcovered in the Duke a backwardneſs to Aftion, by which 
they had loft great opportunities, that he had caule to {uſpett that 
chis- artificial / dilatorineſs of the Duke proceeded from a private 
agreement betwixt his Father and him to ſave one another. Thar 
People (ſo he termed that Imaginary Army in the Cicy ) were im- 
patient of longer delays, having advanced fo far already that they 
could not ſafely retreat : The intention of an Infurreftion being com- 
municated to ſo-many that it was morally impoſlible to keep it from 
_ Air if it was not ſpeedily brought into A&t, that one of his 
Friends (whom I afterwards underſtood to be Rowba/d) had drawn 
almoſt an Hundred Horſe into Loydon by ſmall and unobſervable 
Parties a little before Michaelmas Day, who ( after they had continus 
ed herea good while at their Expence)) were again retired to their 
reſpettive places of Abode; That ſuch frequent Diſappointments 
would weary the Party and flat their Spirits and make them at laſt 
reſolve to fit down in a total Deſpondency ; But it was much to be 
feared the Duke ated with a Profpe& very different from theirs, 
he deligning nothing more than the Advancing himſelf whilſt they 
could not hope that ever their Liberties ſhould be well ſecured for 
the future, but under the Government of a Commonwealth : Thar 
for theſe Reaſons he was fully detertnined to be no longer expeCtant 
upon the Duke's Motions, but would purſue his former intentions 
of Attempting the deliverance of his Country by the help of an ho- 
neſt Brisk party in the City, with whom if the reſt of the Lords 
would be co-operating _y might ſhare with him in the glory 
of ſo honourable an Undertaking, but if they would not he hoped 
he ſhould be able to effet the Work without them, 


Howard, 
Jul Ii. $2, 


"This was this Subſtance of the ſecond Conference I had with him, 
which I reported the next day to the Duke, who deſired me to make 
one Aſſay more to procure an Interview: NY 


This occaſioned miy poing t6 the faid Earl a third tivie upon Sa- 
gprday the 5th 6r 6th of Ozfober, at which time I did prevail wicki 
togive me a promiſe of meeting the Duke and my Lord Ruſſel 

the next day in the Eyening, - but it ſtead of coming, he kt his Eg: 
euſe 


-_ 


70 


OO OCTI—— yy — W———_ 


C optes of the Informattons. 


cuſc: both to the Duke and me, the next morning by Colonel Romſey, 
and ſtreightway removed to another Lodging, where. he continued 
to ſecret himſelf till the time of his departure out of Eg land. | 

During the time of his Concealment, divers intimations were 
given, ſome to me by Captain Wa/cor, '@thers by others to the Duke 
of Days appointed for their intended Inſurreftions; One appoint- 
ment was about the later end' of Q#ober at which time the Kings 
return from Newmarket was expected ; but this was prevented by 
the Duke, who prevailed with them to put it off to a longer day in 
expeCtation of a Concurrence of the Country withthem. 

This Adjournment (as I remember ) was for a Fortnight, at 
which time returns from the Country gave Diſcouragement to the 
proceedings. | 

After this the ſecond of November was made a day peremptory, 
as I have been informed, but that alſo was put oft I know notup 
what Diſappointment, which otten Failures cauſed the ſaid Karl to 
take reſolutions of Conveying himſelf beyond the Seas, which he 
did accordingly. . | | 

Whilſt theſe things were in Agitation, I have ſeveral times had 
ſome dark Hints given me from Captain Walcor, from Goodenough, 
from Weſt, from Ferguſon, of Striking at the Head, of ſhortning 
the Work by removing two Perſons, by which I did apprehend that 
there was a deſign of making ſome Atrempr upon the King and the 
Duke, or one of them ; but when and where, and by whom, and 
in what manner and place'this was to be.aQed, I never ſaw. 


"This ends the Tranſaftions during the Life of the Earl of Shafisbury, 
the reſt ſhall be made a Second Part. 


ON Howard. 
July 11. 1683. | 
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A Continuation of my former Narratroe. 


ATI the Death of the Earl of Shaft sbury, it was conſidered, That- 
as there had appeared both in City and Country a very prompt 
and forward diſpoſition to Action ; So it might juſtly be/keared tharei- 
ther the minds of Men might /( in'time,) '{tagnate ihto; a- dull InaQti- 
viry, unleſs proper Acts were uſed to: keep up the fermentation, or 
(which was equally dangerous) that the unadviſed paſſions of a 
Multitude might precipitate them into ſome raſh and ill-guided.un- 
dertakings, unleſs they were under the ſteering and direction of 
ſome ſteady and skilful hand. For preyention of both "theſe Evil 
it was thought neceſſary that ſome few, perſons ſhould be Wag, No 
| 2 M a Caba 
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give and to guide the motion of the Machine. 7Þ 
The perſons deſigned tothis general Care were the Duke -of Moz- 
awouth, the Lord Ruſſe/, the Earl of Eſſex, Mr. Al-ernoon Sidney; Mr. 
Hambden Junior, and another whoſe Abilities and Qualifications 
did in no degree fit him for ſuch a Province. x 
The firſt meeting of theſe Six was abour the middle of January a 
Mr. Hembdens Houle, at which Conſultation there was only pro- 
pounded ſome General Heads, which wereafterwards ( upon more 
mature thoughts) to be Debated, viz. Where the InfarreQion 
ſhould be firſt made, whether in, the City or in the more remots 
parts of the Country, or in both at the ſame inſtant z what Counties 
were thought to be beſt diſpoſed to, and beft firted tor this enterprize z 
what Perſons in the reſpe&ive Counties were the moſt uſeful and 
moſt ready to be engaged ; what Towns eaſieſt to be gained, and 
the moſt proper for; a general Rendezvous 3 what Arms were neceſ- 
fary to be provided, haw to be got, where to be diſpoſed, what, 
ſum of Money was of abſolute neceſſity to anſiver publick occaſions 


a Cabal or Council, which ſhould be a3 a concealed Spring both to 


how and by what Methods ſuch a ſum of Money was to be raiſed : 
ſo as not to draw into obſervation, nor ro adminiſter occaſi-n of 
loufie: And laſtly, which was the principal and thought to chal- 4 


enge the chieteſt Care, how Scot/und might be diawn into a Coucert 
with Exglend and which Perſons there fitteſt to be Conſulted withal 


about this matter. 
This was the ſum of that days Conference. 


The ſecond Meeting was about jo days after, at the Lord Raſtle i 
Houſe, where were preſent every one of the forcſaid Six. 8 


At this Meeting it was prapounded that a ſpeedy underſtanding 
ſhould be ſettled with the Lord Argile, and that in order thereunts 
ſome fit Perſon or Perſons ſhould be thought of tobe ſent ro him, 
and to be a conſtant medium of Correſpondence betwixt him and them. | 
that care ſhould be taken co be rightly informed. of a true ſtate of 
Scotland, of the general Bent and Inclination of the People, of the 
capacities or incapacities they were under, and that ſome truſty Meſ- 
fenger ſhould be forthwith diſpatched thither to invite. two or thice 
of the moft valuable Gentlemen of that Country into Erglaxd to the 
end they might be adviſed with about the general Deſign, 
The perſons nominated to be called into Eng/and, were the Lord 

Melvin, Sir John Cockray, and I remember another Gentleman of the 
Family and Alliance of the Lord Argile, who ( if I miſtake not ) was 
of the Gme Name alſo, and a Knight; but of this I retein but an in- 


diſtin remembrance. 
Some other thipgs were confidered of, but of go great moment: 


Atthe concluſion of this meeting it was agreed, that there ſhould 
tot be any other meeting of this Cabal (utilels in caſe of ſome cx- 
traordjnary Emergency/) until-the retura of the: nger ſeat-from 
'heace, and the -ertinal af atic tarclaidl Genlowan ous of Scotiend. 
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This affording a kind of Vacai en | {von after weiit into Efſex whe- 
ther 1 was call: d by the Concevrns of my Eſtare; atrer that I went to 
Bath whither [ was enforced to go by the Infirmity of my health, 
ſt) that what was 'dJone ur argued on after this, I can give no account 


but by hearlay. 
| Howard: 
July x + 18. 


| A Supplement of ſome things which ( upon recolle= 
tion) have uccuri'd to my memory ſince my 
former Information. 


Remember that my Lord Shaftsbwry complaining of divers perſons 
] who had deſerted him and fell ſhore of their Engagements to him, 
amonrglt the re{t named his Couſin Charleton ( meaning Mr. Charletor 
of Totteridg ) who (heſaid) had promis'd and was able to bring in 
great alli/tance to him, upon which he did much rely, but was quite 
fallen trom him, and had fo wholly attac'it himſclt to the Duke of 
Monmo+th and my Lord Ruſſel that he would  a& only by their 
mealu7re. 

Epraking alſo of Major Wildman, He ſaid'that he was very forward , 
in the work, and very aCttve init 3 And being told by me, that amongſt! 
other things which were wanting in ſuch Enterprize, the want of ſome 
Great Guns ſtemed to me not to be the leaſt.” Herold 'me that they 
ſhould befurniſhed with twe Drakes by a' Friend ( whom he did not 
nzme ) which two Drakes T have fince thought may be thoſe two 
fmill Pieces fornd with Major Wildman. : 

The Perfon mtntioned in my former: Narrative who ( as my Lord 
Shaft-bury faid ) bad offered to kill the Duke with: his own hands, 'I 
do now diltin&ly remember: to be Mr. fob Aylofſe, to. whom he An- 
ſwered [' No Jack :hon- ſhalt not kill him till we have an Arm'd Force t0 

aſtife it, ] <- 
J Non the 1oth or 12th of Oober after a ſtop put to the then 
ivtended Infurrettion, the Duke of Monmouth told me that he had 
ſeriouſly thought of it ( meaning the InſurreCtion.) and that after 
divers ways propoſed and ſeriouſly conſidered of he wasclearly of Opi- 
flion'thar rhere was norhing{ ſo eafie to be:accompliſhed, nor ſo pro- 
Þable to do the Work etteQtually as to fall in upon the King at Newmar- 
ker witha ſmart party of Horſe of abour Forty or Fifty, which he ſaid 
. he could ſoon have in a readineſs. To which I anſwered, That I was 
of the ſame opinion, bur 'whether or not it would be decent for.him 
to appear' in Perſon in'an Attack ro be made when the King was 
in, Perſoq deſerved his conſideration; '''+ Two-days after I ſpoke to 
bit of it agziny and ask'd him:'what thought he had of it; He an- 
Iwered me that it could not be brought about ſoon enough. After 
_ which 
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w h.clh i never Diſcourſed more with him about it ; but upon refle- 


on 1 -m apt-to think that from this-time and nor before the De-_ 


ſign of Way:laying the King in his return to Londoz was firſt me- 
ditated, and ] am rhe more confirmed in this Opinion from the Con- 


{1,jerar10n of the behaviour of the Duke of Monmouth and Lord Grey 


who tcemed to be very big of Expectation of ſome great thing to-be 
atrempred upon the day of the King's coming from Newmarket, up- 
on which day (as I have before obſerved) Sir Thomas Armſtrong 
was not to be found till the King's Coaches were come into 
Town, and I do. verily believe he was to have headed the Party. 
To this alſo may be added, That the Duke of Mo»mouth within few 
days after told! me that he had that day given order to have his 
Horſes carried into Loxadon to have been in a readineſs to have 
Mcunted unon any Emergency. | 

Ido further call ro mind, That there is a conſiderable Perſon 
living ia S94z7l-- Fields whom I very well know, and have often been 
in his Company -( but canngt remember his name diſtin&ly ) this 
Nan l have been told did uridertake to bring in rwo or three Hun- 
dred iv.en upon the ſtrength of his own Intereſt when occaſion ſhould 
require; Heis well known to Mr. Weſt. 


Howard 5 


Further 


3 


YT "WIIST 


Copies of the Informations. 


Further Information of Colonel Romzey, Fune 
the 11th! 1684. 


CY IR Thomsy Armſtrong was at the Meeting at. Mr. Shepards 
f when | wasthere, and was one that undertook to yiew the 
$ezvuy and Mens to fee in whats poſture the Souldiers were 

and how eaſy or difficelt it would be to furprize them. Fr 

Str 7homas Armſtrong did tell methat Grbbons came to him and 
acquaihted him that Mr. Ree and he had been tofee the Earl of 
B-dfords Garden and told him that was a fit place tordke off the 
King and Duke at, but in other Terms which now Ehave forgor. 

Sir Thomas Armſtrong did come to me the Sunday night atter the 
Fire at Newmdrket and told me that he juſt came from Fergoſon, 
and that nowithſtanding they returned #9 foon Fergs/ox did nor 
doubt to have Men ready by that ;:tmme to do the. buſineſs and 
deſired me to go with him to Fergofons Lodging in his Coach 
which 1 did, when I came thae Firgs/ox told me the ſame bur 
that they wanted Mony, Nr. Cherleton not being tobe found, upon 
which Sir 7homas deſired me to lend ſome and he would ſee me 
repaid and faid if he had been in ſtock he would have done it 
himſelf; upon their perfſwaſion I went to my Houſe I think in Sir 
Thomas his Coach and brought forty Guinntes; he again repeated 
that he would ſee merepaid ; ſeveral times after he told me Fer- 
 2«ſon had my Mony and woridred I would not go to him to re- 
ceive It. 

After the Diſcovery Sir 7homas came one night and told me he 
wondred I was not gone and did importuge me to be gone with 
the firſt and inthemean time to keep cloſe for that I was mightily 


hunted after. 
F. Romzey. 


Pq 3 " Aw————_]{ Me... 


— 


A Letter from Sit Wilkam Stapleton, Governor 
of the Leeward Iſlands, to Sir Leoline Fenkins. 


4 Nevis Jan. 25th. 1685. 
Righr Honourable, 


HAT now offers to inform your Honour is that 

hawing ſeen the Kings Proclamation and a 

Lift in Print of the Conſpirators in the laſt 

Moſt Deteſtable Plot ; I found one James Holloway Mer- 

chant therein ſpecified fled and Indifted, who went by ano- 

ther Name , viz. John Milward , whom T have cauſed to 

be-fecured in order to fend him home by the-mext pood op- 

portunity, which is by one Captain John Wilkinſon Com- 
mander of the Ship Joleph of London @ good Sailer. 


William Stapleton. 
The 
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The Information of James Holloway Read thi 
11th of April 1684. | 


Great SIR, LE Ef SE: | th rt 2 
Your Majeſties moſt humble, but too much miſſed, and diſobedi- 

ent Subjett do here moſt faithfully, according to the belt. of my 
Remembrance, give you an Account of what | knew.concerning, 

the late diſcovered Conſpiracy, how I came to be. concerned; how 
far I was concerned ; how. it was to have been carried on in' Bri/fol : 
why I did not come in at the firſt Diſcovery, andcaſt my ſelf at your, 
Magjeſties Feet for Mercy ; how I made my eſcape, and; where-I was 
till taken. IfT ſhall through forgetfulneſs omit any thing that ic may 
be thought Iam privy to, I ſhall be ready and willing truly to anſwer 
any queſtion that ſhall be asked by your Majeſty, or any your moſt 
Honorable Privy-Council, no way deſpairing of your Majeſties Mercy, 
but remain in hopes that that Fountain of Mercy which hath ſo 
abundantly flowed from your Sacred Breaſt ever ſince your happy Re= 
ſtauration is not yet Dry, and that there is ſome drops left for me, 
who doubt not but to Serve your Vajeſty both at home and abroad, 
much more Living than my Death will. | 
That whichT have cauſe to impute the occaſion of my being Con- 
cerned, was my too Publick Spirit, preferring your Majelties and 
my Countries Intereſt much before my own, but eſpecially 1a attend- 
ing the two laſt Parliaments, promoting an Act for the encourage- 
ment of the Linnen Man»ufa@ure, andthe preventing of Frauds in your 
Majeſties Cuſtomes, &c. Which would have brought in, and ſaved 
to your Majelty ncar 200000 /. per Az. and employed many Thou- 
ſands of Poor, &c. as is well known to many Worthy Perſons about 
your Court, and indeed proved my Ruine, otherwiſe than in this 
Concern, by bringing me into too great Acquaintance for one of my 
Capacity, and by that to be concerned asI was. My Attendance on 
thoſe two ParliamentsI doubt have been mil-repreſented, 


How far I was Concerned. 


After the Diſſolution of the two laſt Parliaments, I obſerveda great 
dillatisfaction in.People in moſt parts where I travelled; but heard 
nothing of any Deſign till Fa/y- 1682. when one Mr. Joſeph Tyly of 
Briftol came from London; I meeting with him, asked what' News, 
heanſwered to this effef@, all bad, and if ſome ſpeedy courſe be not 
taker we ſhall be all uridone, for by their Arbitrary, Illegal ways and 
by force of Arms they have got Sheriffs to their Minds, Witneſſes they 
had' before, but wanted Jurors to believe them, now they- have got 
Sheritts, naming Mr. North and Mr. Rzich, who will fiad' Jurors to 
believe any Evidence againſt a Proteſtant, and ſo hang” up all the 
Kings Friendsby'degrees ; I then told him that i choughtit was _ 
bo ble 
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ſible ſach things could be done, bur the King muſt hear of it 5 no ſaid 
he, there's none ſuffered to come near the King, but thoſe who have 
been declared Enemies tothe King and Kingdom by Parliament, nam< 
ing ſome that were mentioned in the Printed Yores, who to ſave them- 
ſelves do indeavour to keepall ſuch things from the Kings knowledge, 
and per{wade him againſt Parliaments, with much more ſuch: like dil: 
courſe, by which I tound the lame was diſcourſed throughout Exg- 
land, Scotland aud treland as a means to engage People. Ar length 
he told me that the Proteſtant Gentry, naming the Earlof Shaftsbary, 
Lord Howard of Eſcrick and others were come toa Reſolution, ſeeia 
fair means would not do, bur all things on the Proteſtants ſide are mif- 
repreſented to the King by ſuch great Criminals, and none more 
favor than thoſe, to take the King from his Evil Council, and that by 
an Inſurreftion 1n ſeveral parts of Eng/and at once, viz. London, 
Briffol, Taunton, Exeter, Cheſter, New-Caſtle, Turk, and ſome other 
places in rhe North, and that there would be a conſiderable party rea- 
dy in Scotland, and another 1n Irelazs, therefore ſaid he, we muſt 
conſider how ro manage atlairs in Brifol, for if they proceed at Mi- 
chaelmas inchooſing Lord-Mayor asthey did Sheriffs, and to ſwearin 
of North and Rich, it muſt begin in Ofober or November, howil 
there will be ſome Sham-Plot contrived to take off moſt of the Stir- 
ring Men inthe laſt Parliaments ; with much other Diſcourſe ro the 
fame effeft, adding, that My. Wadewould come down very ſuddenly, 
by whom we might expeCta full Account of all. About the end of 
guſt as near asI can remember, Mr. Wade came down, who confirm- 
ed what Mr. 7y/y had ſaid, but could fay little as to any farther 
Reſolution they were come to above, either of any Time or Method 
_— upon, but that the Deſign went on, and men were imployed ig 
all parts to try how people were inclined, who found enough ready 
and that there would be no want of Men, ifit was once begun. Then 
we coniidered how it __ be managed in Brifol, ard what Number 
of men might be needful tor the firſt Onſet; towards which he ſaid, 
We might depend on 150 Men from 7arnton or thereabcuts, and 
concluded that 350 might be ſufficient to ſecure it without the 
Bloodſhed of one man, it being our Deſign to ſhed no Blood if poſſble, 
but this we reſolved not to acquaint any of our Friends with it, till 
the Day and method was reſolved, of which he ſaid we ſhould have 
ten or fourteen days notice; and having ſoon conſidered of a Method, 
waited in expeCtation of further Advice,but none came till November ; 
then we heard that ſomediſ{-appoiatment happening they were forced 
to delay it, tho there was more and more cauſe for it. '- 1he end of 
December or beginning of January had advice that it was deferred to 
the beginning of March. - The third of Maych I came to Lowdon, and 
meeting with Mr. Wade, asked him how things went, who anſwer- 
ed that he could not tell what to make of it, for he could find nothing 
done more than was nine Months before, The Great Perſons who 
were the Managers having done nothing bur talkt of things, 
but now there was ſome others appointed to "manage it, who 


were Men of buſineſs naming them to me , wiz. The Earl 'of 


Eſſex, the Lord Howard of Eftrick, the Lord Gray, the Lord 
Ruſſel , Colonel Siavey, Major W;ldman, Mr. Hambden the youn- 
ger, and Mr. Charlton , who he did ſuppoſe would make ſome- 
thing of 1t, 'and not do as the others had done, make a years _ to 

eninare 


, . w_—_—_ cz 
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enſnare many thouſands of people ro no purpoſe; for theſe had al- 
ready ſent Meſſengers into $co7/and and Ireland, toknow their minds! 
naming one Aaron Smith {cat into Scctland, and art the return of 
the Meſſengers would cometo a reſolution as to time and method, but 
he was confident they could not be ready before Midſummer by reaſon 
they had done 1o little. in order to it. Mr. Wade was then defign'd 
into the Weſf# upon the Earl of Stamford”s buſineſs, and aid it he 
could underſtand any thing more before he left Lozdo# he would take 
Briſtol 1n his way and acquaint us with it. This Journy he broughr 
me to Colonel Rowmzey with whom we had little diſcourſe; he being 
going forth with his Lady. The fixth of March I left London, and 
weat directly for Briſtol; about the twelfth of March Mr. Wade 
cameto Briſtol, but then could ſay no more than as above; the Meſ- 
{engers being not come back from Scorl/and nor Ireland and was of 
his former opinion, that if any thing were done,it could not be before 
Mzd/ummer, he then expe&ed to be about two Months in the Weſt, 
and ſaid that if any thing was agreed upon ſooner, one Mr. Wt a 
Councelfer had promiſed to write to him in the name of Ins 1:/tone, 
and dire& his Letter to be left at his Brothers in B/iſfo{, who Made 
ordered that if any ſuch. Letter came, to open it, and if any thing 
material in it,to ſend it by a Meflenger to him into the Welt. About 
the 17h. of March came a Letrer for him from Weſt in the name 
of Ingleſtone, which his Brother opened, and not underſtanding the 
Stile, bronght 1t to me, but I knew' notthe meaning thereof. The 
Contents was to delire Mr. Wads to get his Clients together 
the next Saturday come Fortnight, for that was the day appointed 
to Seal the Writings, and neither of us underſtanding it, his Brother 
ſent it by a Meſſenger after him, who found him at Taunton, and 
his Anſwer by the Meſſenger was, that he knew not the meaning 
of it, but ſhould be within ten miles of Briſtol the next Saturday, 
defiring that if any other Letter came, to ſend it 'to him. Abour 


three day after came another Letter as above, deſiring him not to 


call his Clients together, for the time of Sealing was put of, which 
Letter was alſoſent to him, but he underſtood it nor, ſaying, it was 
ſome raſh buſineſs or other and ſo went back again. 

. The fifth of April I came to Loxdon, and that evening went to 


—C - 


Mr. Wefs Chamber inthe T:mple where I found him, who then did 


not: know me, but when Itold him my Name, from wheace I came, 
and mentioned the two Letters Mr. M/ade received from him, the 

an to be ſomewhat free in Diſcourſe with me. 1 then told him 
that Mir. Wade and his Friends were furpriſed at the Letters, not 
knowing , what he meantby them, and did deſire to. know, concer- 
ning which he ſeemed a little ſhy, but after little Diſcourſe, began 
rotell me, ſaying, there wasa Deſign totakeoff the King and Duke 
coming from Newmarket ,- which they expected would have been 
that Satzrday mentioned in his Letter, had not the Fire happened, 
which cauſed them to come ſooner ; nay, faid he,'had we known 
they would have ſtayed fo long as they did, their buſineſs ſhould 
have been done : I then asked him what he meant by deſiring Mr. 
Wade to get his Clients together by that day , and what he could 
propoſe they ſhould have done, to which he could fay little, only 
that they might be ready. I then told him, that —_ it's 
very ra(h thing, and that few in Ezxgland would approve 


it, that 
| 


 Oppies of- the Informations. 


I was fure none about us would, being a moſt Cowardly dishonour- 
ableaRion; beſides the baſeſt fin of Murther ; then, ſaid he, what 
is deſigned by the General Deſign but to take them both off, and if 
it had been done that way, it would have prevented a great deal of 
Bloodſhed in the Nation ; no, ſaid I, no ſuch thing is deligned asI 
know of, the General Deſign being only to get the King off from his 
evil Counſels, who had adviſed him to puta ſtop to Proceedings a- 
gainſt Popiſh Plotters by Diffolving of Parliaments, &c. and to 
bring all Popiſh Offenders to Juſtice, and fuch who had betrayed 
the. Liberty of the Subjet ; and this I think was all the Diſcourſe 
we had at that time, being the firſt ofmy acquaintance with him : 
that night I-went with him to a Tavern in Fleerſtreet , where was 
Captain Norton , Richard Goodenough , and one Mr. Aylif, who, 
to my knowledg, I never ſaw before nor ſince; whileſt I was with 
them there was no Diſcourſe of any bulineſs, but I ſoog left them 
together. The next day Mr. Roe of Briftol, brought me to Mr. 
Fergnſon, at the Houſe of one Mr. Bourze a Brewer, but was not 
admitted to ſee him himſelf ; Ferguſon then went by the Name of 
Roberts, who when I had told my Name and from whence I came; 
was pretty free-in. Diſcourſe with me, and told me the Deſign weat 
on very well, that there were ſome Scor:;ſh Gentlemen come up z 
who were treating with the Managers, and did hope they would 
agree in few days, and come toa Reſolution bothas to time and me- 
thod, of which we ſhould have timely notice, bur by all his diſcourſe 
at that time I could not perceive that heknew any thing of the New- 
market Deſign. 

That day I had ſome diſcourſe with Colonel Romzey at his houle . 
whol found was privy to the Vewmarket balinels, and his opinion 
was that the General Deſign would come to nothing, for he did not 
approve of the Managers aCtings, and ſaid there was nothing like the 
other. Deſign, for that would putanend to all in a little time ; then I 
told him that I thought none in our parts would be for it which I 
think was all the Diſcourſe we then had, only he promiſed that if 
any thing was agreed before Mr. Wade came up, I ſhould hear of 
it, ſoI took leave and went for Brio! the next morning. About ten 
days after, hearing nothing from them, ( Ferg«/on having told me 
that he thonght all would be agreed in four or five days, and prc- 
miſed to adviſe) I wrote to Mr. Weſt deſiring to know how they 
went on, who wrote me that they ſtill mer with delays, and were 
come to no Concluſion, after thar I heard no more till May. About 
the beginning of May 1 came up to London again, in Company with 
Mr. Wade and ſome other Briſtol Ven, but when we came up, my 
buſineſs being in the City, and theirs about the Temple, we ' parted; 
after two or three daysI met with Mr, H/ade,and asked how he found 
things, who told me, he doubted all' wquld. prove/a Sham, for he 
thought there was nothing intended , finding nothing materially 
done in order to what had been ſo long diſcourſed. | Then we went 
to Mr. Weſt, 'and diſcourſed him fully about. the- Contents of his 
Letters, who told us, they were reſolved to kill the: King and Duke 
as they came from Nemmarker, in order to which, he had provided 


Arms for fifty Men, Piſtols, Carbines and Blunderbuſles, and:that 
'they were promiſed the Houſe of one Rumbald a Maltſter, which lay 


inthe Road, and the King muſt come by his Deor ,. there the:men 
| ſhould 
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; ſhould have been Lodged. Then we asked who wasto have ated 


it, to which he could give but a ſlender Anſwer, and couldor would 

ume but two Men, who were Rowb4/d and his Brother , ſaying, 
| if they could have raiſed fix or eight hundred pounds to have bought 
"Horſes, and ſomthing to encourage men, they ſhould have had 


men eneugh ; fo that we found they had few men, if more than. 


two, and no Horles, only a parcel of Arms, which afterwards he 
ſhewed us at a Gun-{miths Houſe in a little Lane near Temple-Br. 
Then we asked him what they deſigned if it had taken effet, ro 
which he anſwered, that the men ſhould have come' up with all 
ſpeed to London and diſperſed themſelves immediatly , declaring 
or the Duke of Monmouth, and that the King and Duke being dead, 
no oppoſition could: be made ; then we asked who were for this 
Deſign , he named Colonel Romzey and Richard Goodenongh, and, 
as far as I can remember, no more ; ſo we found it was carried on 
them contrary to the knowledge or approbation of thoſe who 
managed the General Deſign : then we declared our great dillike of 
it, telling him, it was a baſe Diſhonourable and Cowardly Attiong 
and would ſeem odious to all the World, that any pretending them- 
| ſelves Proteſtants, ſhould be concerned in ſuch a Bloody Action, 
and that we thought. it was his Cowardize put him upon it; to 
which -he {aid, thar he could not Fight, but would be as forward 
with his Monyas any of his Capacity. Then we weat to Colonel 
Romzey , who we found to be wholly of Wes Opinion, ſaying; that 
except ſomething be done that way, I know nothing will be done at 
all, tor he knew the other Managers would do nothing ; ſo we 
had little Diſcourſe at that time. After this we went to Ferguſon, 
who told us how things ſtood 3 we then fqund that he knew of both 
Deſigns, but was only for the Inſurreftion, and rold us, that the 
Managers had been Treating with ſome Scorch Gentlemen ; thar 
they were almoſt agreed, and that the Mony they wereto be ſupply- 
ed with, would be ready .1n three or four days, being ten thouſand 
pounds which was tobe returned to Fland to buy Arms, &c. for 
Scotland. Healſo told us that the Scorch Gentlemen had made ano- 
ther Propoſal to the Managers, thus, If they would ſupply them 
with thirty thouſand pounds , they would begin it in Scotland firſt, 
which they. could ſoon have, and then would Invade Engleyd, de- 
ſiring the Managers only to get a Party in the North of Exg1azd, 
ready to oppoſe any Force trom coming out of: England againſt 
them, before they had ſetled Scorlapd; but this was not approved 
of, the Managers chuſing ratherto ſupply them with 10000 /. and 
to begin it in Ezg/and the ſame time, Then we daily expe&ed 
to car when the Mony would be paid, , but ſtill found nothing bur 
delays, the Managers not agrecing howto raiſe the Mony , and that 
if the Mony had been ready, they were come to no Concluſion as to 
any method more than they were nine months before, having done 
nothing but talked to en{nare people, reporting about in all parts 
how the Liberties of 'the people were daily more and more infringed 
and that Arbitrary Governmeat and Popery was coming in apace, 
which incenſed people very much and made ſuch a grumbling inall, 
rts that we fear? longer delays would make the common: -people 
10: many parts mutiny, it being as we thought ſo gen'rally known , 
except ſomething was ſuddaioly a” it was impoſſible it ſhould 
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remain undiſcovered, ſo the next time we met with Romzej and 


F.rgrſon (tho never cogether) we declared our diſatisfaRion by 
Reaſon of fach Jong delaies, and ſpoke it ſs as that it migttt Toons ro 
the managers Ears, as we ſuppoſe it did, being to this effect, Thar 
we thought they had only a delign to betray people, drawing tmany 
thouſands into a ſnare , for their aCtions ſhewed little otherwiſe, 
being ſo long diſcourſinga thing of rhat nature and done {ſo little 
towards it : few days atter meeting with Romzey again, he told us 
they were of different opinions concerning a method, ſome- for be- * 
ginning the InſurreQion only in Londor and Scorland, ſome for it 
11 all places at once as at firſt propoſed , others for ſeveral places in 
Englana and Scotland, and not in Londoy, ſaying that if it was not 
begun in L-o-don, bur in other places, there would be forccs raiied in 
London to {end cut againſt them, whicli would take Gut moſt of their 
ſtrength, and that then Lo#dox might be eaſily ſecured ; ſometimes 
they were-for beginning it only in Lozdox and Scotlayd and to 
have people come up to Lodon frem all parts of England, to which 
we anſwered that we thought no way better than what was firſt 

ropoſed, ( viz.) the beginning of it in many places at cnce, as 
babes mentioned, for although we had engaged none in or about 
Br:fol, nor ſhould not endeavour it ill all things were concluded, 
yet with the aſſiſtance we were promiſed from Taunton, did not 
doubt but to get men enough to ſecure ir, and that we knew not 
where toger ten m2n that would come for Lozdon, and ſuppoſed it 
might be ſoin other places, men might be willing to ſecure their 
own Country who would not be willing to leave all and come for 
London, Romzey then ſaid if he knew where to get at the head of 
1000 men he wou!d begin it preſently, and defired that we might 
meet the next night with fome others and conſider of things , fo 
the next afternoon we met at Richard's Coffee-Houſe near 7 emple- 
Barr and from thence toa Tavern near, I think called the little or 
young Devil Tavern, where mer eight perſons, {v:iz.) Colonel 
Romzey, Robert Weſt, Captain Norton , Captain Walcot, Richard 
Goodenough, Francis Good?nough, Nathaniel Wade and my ſelf (this 
was the firſt time I knew Walct.) When we were all fit, Colowel 
Romzey ſpoke to this effect, as near as I can remember the ſame words, 
Gentlemen ; if we canraiſe three thouſand men in and about Loxdon, 
there is a perſon of Honour will appear at the head of them and begin 
the buſineſs ; which we ſuppoſed ro be the Dukeof Mormonth, and do 
nor well remember whether he mentioned his name or not. Which 
propoſal much ſurprized Mr. Wage and I,that he ſhould then queſtion 
the raiſing of 3000 men,whereas when it was firft mentioned to us we 
thought they had beea ſureof many thouſands in Londonat an hours 
warning. Then it was conſidered how 3000 men might be raiſed and 
how they might do ſomething to the purpoſe - then we declared 
what method we had concluded on for the management of Afﬀairs 
in Brifol, which was as followerh, and they could thinkof no bet- 
ter way, ſo it was concluded that London and the Suburbs ſhould 
be divided iftto Twenty parts, and one man made choice of in each 
divifion who ſHouid chuſe out ten in his diviſion that he could truft, 
and each of rhoſe ten to find out fifteen, which would make 161 itt 
exch diviſion , 16 that twenty diviſions would produce 3238. in 
order to which a Map of Zozdoz was tobe bought the a”. 
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andeach diviſion drawn out in a particular Paper, mentionirig every 
Street and Lane of note in it, with ths North, Eaſt; South and 
Weſt bounds thereof, and to be brought the next Meeting two or 
three nights after 3 arthe firſt Meeting it was agreed that none ſhould 
know ot this Deſign, viz. (of the chief Managers) tillall che Men 
were ſecured, and that thoſe ſeven (TI being not to ſtay long in 
London) ſhould meet every tws or three nightsrillall was compleared. 
At this meeting Romeey and Weſt would be often ſayitig, there was 
nothing like the lopping buſineſs, meaning the taking off the King 
and Duke, and thatirt might be ecafily done as they went to or from 
Windſor, or to of fromthe Play-Houſe, but I never heard any agree 
with him 1n-it.. Next Day a Map was bought and brought to H/«#'s 
Chamber inthe Temple; where fome met to divide itand draw out the 
diviſions againſt the next meeting. The next place we metar I think was 
the CaſtlesTavern in Fleer-ffreet, where ſome of the diviſions were 
brought, all being not done; and then it- was conlider'd how they 
ſhould be diſtribured, being we were moſt ſtrangers, and agreed 
that Rithard Goodenoagh; who had been Under-Sherif, and ſo had a 
general Acquaintance, ſhould do it, who was willing toundertake ir, 
the reſt of tkediviſions to be ready againſt the next meeting, which 
was two or three Nights after at the Green-Dragon Tavern upon 
Snow-Hu!, where when Mr. Goodeno: gh came he told- us, That he 
had difpoſed of ſome of: them, and did hope it would take effeft; and 
that in a Week or ten Days he ſhould have fixed the twenty Men 3 
the conſideration how thirigs ſhould be manag'd,, wis deferred till 
they were ſure of the Men, only ſome mention'd their Opinions how 
the 7ower, Whitehal, and other plates might be beſt ſurpriſed. The 
Tower-was thought might be beſt gained 1n the Day time, Whirchal 
and other places inthe night, with many ſuch things in-way of dif- 
courſe: Romzty was ſtill upon theold ſtrain of killing the King and 
the Duke, ſaying (at this the laſt meeting T was at, going for Brifol 
next: Morning) that it might be done in Windfor-Park, and that he 
would undertake it, but not except every one there preſeht would go 


with him, to which not one conſented, I replying that IT was for no - 


ſuch thing, bur ſeeing the other buſineſs had gone fo far; and was 
known to ſo many, if they could'bring it to bear in London and other 
places, I raſhly ſaid, rather than fail of Briffo! we will undertake ic 
at Noon-Day with an Hundred Men ; to which Romzey ſaid I was 
a bold Fellow; | they then promiſed (when they were ſure of the 
Men) to adviſe and take care for ſome Arms for us at Briſtol, and 
that we ſhould have ſome Great Perſon come down to Head us ; but 
I heard no more till the news of .the Diſcovery came in publick 
Letters.; I remember one time when Wade and I was wirh Fer- 
zuſon, he told us that the Duke of Monmonth was brought to a low 
Condition, all his Places being taken from him, and his Tenants in 
Scotland (being ſoſeverely dealt with upon account of their Religion) 
were not able to pay Rent, ſo that his Eſtate there, which was 
accounted worth Ten or Twelve Thouſand Pound per Az. did 
not yield him the laſt Year Two Thouſand Pound, that he was 
not well pleaſed with the management of Afﬀairs, and deſired 
Mr. Wade to Appoint a place where he would meet the Lord Ger- 
rard, and Sir Thomas Armſtrong , to diſcourſe them, 'to which 
Mr. Wade replyed, he would meet none of them , for ſuch Great 

: Men 
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Men had betrayed the Nation already, and enſnar'd too many Thou- 
{ands to no purpoſe. | 


How it was to have been aGed in Briſtol. 


Weconcluded that the only way to-ſecure Brifto! would be by 4 
ſurprize, which withabout 350 Men (150 of which we depended 
on from Taunton, the other 200 to be raiſed in and about the City) 
might eaſily be done about 4 ef the Clock in the Morning, as ſoon 
as the Watch were gone off, withour the Bloodſhed ot one Man, thus, 
dividing the City into fourieen parts, ſomaking thirteen Poſts beſides 
the main Guard, which thould at firſt have been at the Tou/2y (which 
is in Br:ftol as the Exchange here) we ſuppoſed 20 Men might be 
ſufficient for each Poſt, and the remainder for the main Guard, out 
of which might be ſpared 4 or 6 Files to be conſtantly marching 
about, and to aſſiſt where there might be occafion The method we 
deſigned for the raiſing 200 Men 1n and about the City was thus, firſt 
to find out 3o Men, 2 for each Poſt, and 4 for the main Guard, who 
might beableeach of them to procure6 and to command them, which 
would have made 14 for.each Poſt and 28 for the main Guard, to 
whom the T annton Men ſhould be added, (viz.) 6 to each Poſt and 
the remainder to the main Guard, who ſhould have come in the Day 
before, ſome at every entrance of the City and lodge themſelyes at 
' Inns and Ale-Houſes as near the Poſts they were appointed for as they 
could : Each-Man being to know his Poſt and Comtnanders before they 
came, the Briſto/ Men to Lodge themſelves and Arms, with Arms 
for the Taunton Men, in an Houſe as near as poſſible to their Polts, and 
ro ſend one out from each Poſt between Three and Four of the Clock 
in the Morning to obſerve the motion of the Watch, .and to adviſe as 
{oon as they were gone off, that they mightall immediately repair to 
their oettive Polts, calling the T auz#0# Men, and as ſoon as they 
had gained their Poſts toſend out a File of Muſquetiers tofetch in ſuch 
and ſuch Men in each of.their Diviſions as they ſhould have had an 
account of before, and convey them to the main Guard, which in 
the fourteen Diviſions would have been about Sixty Perſons, Commil- 
ſjon-Officersand others ; then to fetch in all the Arms and Ammuniti- 
on they could find, which two things: being done (as we ſuppoſed 
might be ina little time, and without any oppoſition, the Poſts be» 
ing ſonear each other, that it would have been impoſſible for any 
Number to get together) wereſolved next to declare the reaſons for 
cur taking up Arms, and to encourage all to comme in to us that we 
could truſt, not doubting but we ſhould ſoon have had many Thou- 
. ſands in the City, and out of the adjacent Counties, Glovcefter, So- 
merſct and Wilts. | 


The Reaſons why I did not come in, &. 


When the News of che Diſcovery firſt came to Br/ftol, and ſome 
time before, I was in ſome trouble by my Creditors, and forced to ab- 
{cond tho' thought I had ſufficient to. pay. them, only deſired rime 
to get in my effetts, their Mercy I feared more than your Majefties, 
and thought if I ſhould come 1n and find mercy with your Majetiy, I 
could at firſt expect no ketter than a Priſan, and if fromis diſcharged 


by 
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by your Majeſty, to be kept 4n- by them upon. account of my Debts: 
Secondly, hearing there was very many (ia and about Byifto/) fup- 

to beconcerned, and I (tho! kaowing {o much) being; able r9 
prove1o little againftany Man, bus ſuch againſt-whoin there was {ut- 
ficient proof without me, feared that if .I ſhouldicome in more would 
be expected from methan 1cguld prove, and {0 might fail of Mercy, 
i having been our reſolution not. to diſcover the Deligato.any of our 
Friends till the Managers had: agreed both upon 'time and merhog; 
therefore conſidered how to make my. eſcape, ' there being then a ftrict 
ſearch in all Ports, thought belt tocontinue in Exg/azd tor ſome time, 
till the heat might be over, and {o got an ordinary habit and a little 
Horſe about go Shilliags Price, -and travell'd che Country as a Man 
dealing in Wool, in G/ouceſter-ſbire, Oxford-ſpire and Summerſet-ſbire, 


till about the middleof Auguſt, then repaired towards Bri/tol, and by 


Letter with my Witfes Afiſtance {all other Friends thereabour 
fearing to alt for me) prevailed with a Poor Man who had a ſmatl 
Boat about Ten Tuns, for Twenty Pounds reward and the like per 
Month, for ſix Months, to go with me for France, and from theace 
to the Weſt-Inates or where I would, my Name being then in no 
Proclamarion or Declaration, if it had I ſhould not have prevailed 
with the Manto go with me. So the Twenty third of A2uft Sailed 
from Kz2gs-Road tor Rochell, the 25th. proving bad whether, crackt 
our Maſt, and fo pur into St. Ives in Corawall, where we ſtayed till 
the fourth of September, then put out again for Rochel, but meeting 
with contrary Winds was forced into ſeveral places in Fraxce,and gain- 
ed not our Port till the Seventeenth. In Ruchell I loaded her with 
Brandy andother Goods, and the fourth of Oober Sailed from thence 
for the Weſt-Izdies (being willing to know how my Concerns lay 
there, that my Creditors might have their own, tho' I knew I might 
be much ſafer in France) and arrived at Barbadoes the eleventh of No- 
vember, there I heard*of my Name being in the Gazette, therefore 
ftayed but two Days landing part of my Cargo, from thence I went 
to Antigua, where Tlanded and diſpoſed of the remaining part, ſtay- 
ing there about ten Days; but it being roo ſoon for the Crop, and 
my charge being the ſame lying ſtill or going farther, alſo thinking 
it not ſate to lie long there, reſolved to ſee the reſt of the Caribby-Ilands, 
and ſo went down to Mourſcrat,Nevs, S.Chriſtophers, S.Eſtatia and An- 
2uilla,and ſo back again to S.Chriſtophers,ſuppoling that to be the ſafeſt 
place, I being known to none there, where I ſtayed about three Weeks. 
About the fourteenth of JanuaryI wrote to my Factor in News about 
what was due tome, who on receit of my Letter diſcover'd me, fo 
that Sir William Stapletox preſently ſent his Warrant to St. Chri/to- 
phers to Apprehend me, but before it came I was gone down to Sr. 
 Eftatia, expeCting to meet my Veſlel there, which I had ſent up to 
Barbadoes, andit being known wherelI was gone, the Deputy-Gover- 
nor of St. Chriſtophers ſent five Men with his Warrant after me, to 
whom on ſight thereof I ſubmitted, tho? had an Opportunity and 
might have eſcaped, but was rather willing to caſt my ſelf at His Ma- 
jeſties Feet for Mercy, than live ſucha Life any longer, not daring to 
appear where there was need of me (among my Factors) wholI doubt 
will take too much Advantage by my Troubles for my Creditors In- 
tereſt. In Nevis I was kepta Priſoner 13 Days, where I promiſed Sir 
William Stapleton that I would make what Diſcovery I could, givinz 
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him the Names of ſome who had acquainted with it in Brifol; 
which I ſuppoſe he hath given an Account of defirin him that it 
might be kept private, for if it was known they would have Advice 
of 1t; but it was not kept ſo private as I expected, for the Night 
I came off I was told of it, therefore ſuppoſe they were advis'd by a 

Briſtol Ship that came away before us; by which I wrote not a word, 
E ſuppoſe ſhe might be at home long before us, we being nine 


Weeks and five Days. All that T cati {ay againft any of them, 
except William Wade who is before-mention'd; 1s That I Acquainted 
them with the buſineſs, as I believe many Thouſands in Exglaznd were, 
and do ſuppole they would have been concern'd. Hereunger is an 
Account of many other Perſons that I have heard were concerned in 
the Deſign for an InſurreQion, which is all thatI can call ro mind of 
any thing material that ever I heard concerning the Plat. 
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A Paper found in Mr. Charleton's Gſtody. 


Worthy Sir, 
Tx particulars underwritten, are a brief Account of what 


Service was done ſince May the 5th. 1680. duri 
time Six Pound per aznum hath —_ paid for mam. A _ 
what for that Service, beſides Wages to two Servants amountirig to 
upwards of Ten Pounds, which is not at all charged ro the Account. 
Aad all Earndand Charged on that Account is but 561. to 5. for 


Paper and Print, vis. 


The Black Box, Firſt Impreſſion Papery 


5 
and Print Number 1 500. O5 ©O ©o 


Second. Impreſſion with —— F 


Number 1500. Go; -0P 
The Anſwer t@the Declaration Three - 
Sheets, Number 3006. Paper and? 1% 00 os 
Print | 
The two Conferences, Five Sheets, } 
25 ©0 Og 


Number 2500. Paper and Print. 

Reaſons for the Inditment of the D. 
of T. Number 1000. Paper and% 02 10 co©6 
Print 


For Bags, Boxes and Portridge OI 00 Oo 


Whereof Received 33 oo oo 
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Remains 23. 10 ©0 


Beſides all the large promiſes when engaged in that Service, viz. 
to be the Parhament Printer (and when the Parliament ſar, had no: 
one Sheer to do of all the vaſt Numbers done for them, ) Alſo 1607. 


per annum and Reimburſtment for an Engine made on purpoſe for the 


Service, which coſt 15 /. A Former that coſt 16 /. being rotted jn 
the former Publick Service. BN 
Towards all which, R_ Guineas were received of Mr. Ferguſon 
faid to be his own Gift. This is a Brief Account of what paſt under 
Mr. Fere»u/on's Order, which ſhall be faithfully made appear to his 
Face if he dare ſtand the Teſt. By Sir, your moſt humble Servant: 


Captain 
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197” Arnſiit e719 mn HAY 
Being in the Conntry, abd. tq,my great” trouble feeing my felf inſhis 
. Majefties Proclamation,. 1 came laſt Night to Town, reſolving to 
lay my. {elf at bus Majefties Feet, tet him ao With me what he pleaſerh ;/ 
This is the firſt. Crime 1 have been, Guilty of , ſince His Maki, Re-.- 
auration, and too ſoon by much now: If his Majsfty thinks my Death 
will do him more good than my Life, God's Will and Hur be done. Up-- 
till T ſent your F* avail this Lone: my Life was,in my qwn Power but 
now it is inthe Kings; to whom I do moſt humbly propofe, That if his 
Majeſty deſires it, 1 will Diſcover to hins all that I know relating to Eng.- 
land, Scotland, or Ireland; which I ſuppoſe may be ſomerhins more 
than the Orig tual Diſcoverer was able to acquaint hu Majeſty with ; eſpe- 
cially as to Ireland : There is not any thing His Majeſty ſhall think. fit to 
ask me, but 1 will anſwer him the Truth, as pergingntly and as fully as 
Tian. My. intimacy with a Scotch Minifter, through whoſe Hands much 
of the Buſineſs went, I judge occaſtoned my knowing very much : And Ido 
farther humbly propoſe , That if His Majeſty thinks it adviſable, I 
will follow thoſe Loras and Gentlemen that are fled into Holland, as if 
T fled thither, and ha# made my tape alſo, andwill acquaint the Kyng, 
if Tcan find it out, what Meaſures they reſolve of taking next: I do 
aſſure His Majeſty, the Buſineſsis laid very broad, or I am miſinformed. 
And I am ſure as to that particular, if my being with His Majeſty, 
aud your Honour, be not Diſcovered, I ſhall be ten times abler to ſerve 
him, than either Mr. Freeman, or My. Carr ; for they will truft neither 
of them. There's ſcarce any thing done at Court, but is immediately 
talk*d all the Town.over 5 therefore if his Majeſty thinks what T have 
preſumed. ro propoſe Adviſable, I do then further moſt humbly! Pro- 
poſe, That my wa-tuag upon His Majeſty may be ſome time within Night, 
that your Honoar will acquaint me the Time and Place where I may 
wait upon you, in order t0 it ; and that it may be within Night alſo, 
and that no body may be by, but His Majeſty, and your Honour ; Aud if 
His Majeſty pleaſeth to Pardon my Offences for the Time paſt, he (hall 
find I will approve my ſelf very Loyal for the future ; if not, Treſolve 
to give his Majefty no further trouble, but to lye at His Mercy, let him 
do- with me what he. pleaſeth. I purpoſe to ſpend much of this Day in 
Weſtminfter-Hall, as leaſt from 7wo of the Clock to Four. I hbey- your 
Pardon I ſend your Honour this by a Porter : I aſſure your Honony, it 
was for no other reaſon, but becauſe I would not have a Third Perfox 
Privy to it ; and that I might have the better opportunity to make good 


"yp Word to His Majeſty, and to approve my ſelf 
Your Honours moſt humble Servant, 


7 Ho. W ALCOT. 


Minutes 
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| Minutes of VValcots C onfeſſon before his Ma- 
jeſty the 8th. of July 1683. 


He firſt Buſineſs was ſpoken of in a place and at atime he 
doesnot now remember. | 


Bur it was agreed that Lord Shaftsbury ſhould have the 


Command in Lozxdox, 

Lord Ruſſel in Devonſhire, 

Lord Brandox in Cheſhire. 

Duke of Monmouth in 7 aunton and Briſtol, 

This agreement did not hold long ; Some coming tg Town that 
ſaid the Countries were not ready. 

The laſt buſineſs was ſpoke of about a fortnight before Aſbþ-Weads 
neſaay laſt; Captain Walcor had no Conference about it with any 
Lord but with the Lord, Howard of Eſcrick. 

Ferguſon did oblige Captain Walcot to bring him and the Lord 
Howard together : The Lord Howard and Ferguſon diſcourſed toge- 
ther of the ways and means to ſurprize the 7ower. 

Lord Shaftsbury told him that the Cityj was divided into twenty 
parts, and that there was to be a Chief to every. part and he was 
to chooſe fifteen Men to aſſiſt him within his Diviſion. 

Lord: Shaftsbury told the Duke of Monmouth that the King was 
to be depoſed. | 

Rumbald was Lieutenant of Horſe in Fairfax's Army. Walcot 
ſerved in the ſame Army. 

Richard Goodenongh ſaid the Duke of Monmouth expected fix 
thouſand Men together in Lozdoz. 

Lord Ruſſel and Lord Gray were to Mortgage Lands for the 
Raiſing of ten thouſand pounds. 

Lord Howard of Eſcrick was concerned in the Grand: Conſul. 
tation. | 

Captain Walcot always oppoſed the Aſſaſſination : He will leave 
800 /. a year behind him. | 

Fer x” in told Walcot about a quarter of a year ago that the Earl 
of Eſſex was in this Afair. 


PRs 


A Note taken from Walcot, by Captain Rich- 
ardſon Keeper of Newgate , July the 11th. 
1683. | 


F Colonel Romzey be to be ſpoke with I would have you ſpeak 
| with him to be tender.of me, that will do him no hurt, he 
= hath room enough to ſerve the King upon others, andif Mrs. 
Veſt, would do the like to her Husband, her Children 

On the other ſide, 


Run no hazard nor ſpeak with him before-any body, if you can-- 


not be private leave the iſſue to God. 
Z Twa 


[ts 
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Two 1.ett ind from the Mayor of New-Caftle, Dated fone the rift. 
1685. To My. Secretary Jenkitis, about Pringle, @e. 


Right Honourable, New-Caſtle Jane the iſt, 1683, 

\ E preſurne to acquaint your Honour there are two perſons 

Apprehended and Committed to his Majefties Goal here, with 
whom there are found Zvers Seditions Papers ana Letters, they were 
for going beyond Seas, the one of them goes by the Name of Alexandet 
Pringle, the other Edward Levitſon, when their Papers and Writings 
were ſeized on they at tempted to deſtroy and convey the ſame, but were 
prevented We have ſent by Expreſs th: Writings ſo ſeized on to his 
Grace the. Duke of New-Caſtle our Lord Lieutenant, to forward the 


Jame with this Letter te your Honour, What Commands we receive from 


your Honour ſhall be obeyed by, &c. 


Right Honoutablez New-Caftle June the r3th. 1683. 


L 7 E Received your Honours Letter of the 5th. Inſtant, do ach- 
tomledge your favour and kindneſs therein, we hive and ſhall 
Toake it out chief Care and Study to Apprehend"all ſuch _ and 
an our utmoſt Endeavours vn all okcaſtons- for his Majeſfties Intereſt: and 
Service, we are ſatisfied one. of theſe perſons is Alexander Gordon of 
Eaxleſtote though now called Pringle, both theſe Priſoners were deli« 
wered Teſterdey to: Colonel Strother to: be Jafely Comveyed into Scotland 
iscording to bis. Majeft ies Conmuanas, We are, &c. 
k4%0\ 
A Letter ts Mp. Alexander Pringle , ſeized at New-Caſtle: 
SIR, -- | Londow March fhe 26th: 168g. 
N Saturday laſt 1 had the occafion of ſeeing « Letter frons you 
direfted. for Ws Gaunt 7# Le Jes Fr Ward bed 
wry ma the rms q which 1 was not 4 little troubled; 
touſigering my full reſolutions ſignified to you' in my laft, for effefFuati 
of eh ? bat Poke for bu pw p36. my ot hte Gaunt 
ſhe gaing inta the Country ; And that very Week I mas ſd ſet upon by 
the Gentleman with whom I ftay and Jo. Johnſton. with ſome others, 
to tar but 4. month, and if #hat- aid not accompliſh ſamemhat in hand 
to help Trading, then I ſhould be no {onger detained. After I was pre- 
wailed ta retra@ ſo far I Ordered Jo: who had tinge at Command to give 
you an ample acrount of matters: And withal Jo. was defired by our 
Friends. from Scotland tg ford here in my place : The like 
Engagements of Secreſi2,, &rc. being taken., and thereupon Tofdered him 
to ſh:m you the grounds of, my ſtaying: and to deſpre if you inclined 
to eh (a FF ater to tome this way. But ſince many are the confuſed yes 
troubled T houg hts that have ve ed me for Ticlding : Concerning which 
as alſo my yielding to it, take the ſubſequent account. In my laſt, or it prece- 
dent to it, I ſhewed you that Trading was very low here apd many break- 
ine, which hath made the Merchants, {xch 4s they aye, to think that 
elperate Diſcales mult liavedeſperats Cures, And while that —"—_— 
Ome 
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ſome ſtock it will be better to venture out than to keep Shop and ſit ſtill 
fill. all be and thenthey [hail not "be able to att but let 'all go, which. 
Reſolution 1 thought a thing nat to copfide, in ſeeing the moſt of they, are 
Fire-fide'Merchants, and love n9t ts venture where ftorms are any thing 
apparent, But about my departing they ſhewed the Model of affairs 
in ſuch order that I ſee venture they muſt. and venture they will;vhere- 
upon 1 demanded how our Trade would be carried on. An{wer, 7 hey knew wel 
what goods had-proven maſs { duurmmy to. their Trade and. therefort th 
thought beſt to inſiſt upon Negatives. In which whatever T propoſed 
| #2," e5 T find, and this they thought beft to ſtill ſome Criticks ia; 
ic Trade and by this means to exaeavonr the diſpatching theold Rotten” 
Stuff before they order what to bring home next, this looks, ſomewhat ſtrange 
to-me, but when I conſider all circumſtances I think they for themſelves: do 
beſt in it, for our Merchants I made account only to have had ſome 
ſtock for to ſet the broken. ones up. again and ſo bid thens here fare- 
wel and they to try their way and we onrs ſince they think fit that; ſane: 
of thoſe whom we have found (as you will ſay when you hear them named) 
treacherous dealers in our Trade conſulted and accordingly have done, 
whereupon I fear or rather hope that our” Merchants though broke will ra- 
ther 4 ire to live 4 while longer as they are, than joynweith ſuch, and to 
xdvance their Trade unleſs ſurer grounds of their fidelity be gottenthan 
is or can be expetted. And this u the bottomof all my ſorrow.” Bat topro-" 
reed Þ find (if all hold that is intended). that they think it i almoſt at a 
| Point #6 ſet forward if they bad their FaEtors home who are gone to try 
how..the Country will like ſuch Goods as they are for or einfl the making 
ſail. of, Friends I mean Merchants wrote to me that after Thad-ſpoker t5* - 
you poſſibly you might come. this way the better thereby. to adviſe them 
what to do in this caſe for Thave fgnifed ſomewhat of it to them but not 
{o far as thu ;; —_ 1 thought to have ſeen you long ere this time, but I 
hops you will aot miſconſtrutt of my ſtiying, {ering in it T d: firned nothing. 
but advancement of our Trade: But once this week thoſe Fattors 
ſent for. will be here," and, then. matters will (in inftanti) either-of or 
on, break (4 go through: Wherefore in reference to friends 4 defire you 
will adviſe me mhat to doif you cannot or think it not convenient to come 
heye, 'if you do tet a Letter precede, and if any ſtrange thing fall out this 
weekor the next, 1 will again Poſt it towards you. T think when this 
and the next week is ward | and no pews come from you) that 1 ſhall ſet 
forward being ſtill ſo ready as that in twelve hours I cam bid Adieu. 
"The'Whiggs are very low as mell in City 4s Suburbs all Meeting s being 
every Sunday beſet with Conffables. to keep them out, and what they get 
i ſtolemeither evenins or morning. This Winter moſt of the great Banks. 
ers una Goldſmiths in Lombard-{treet are broke andgome.. The Bantam 
> Padtpry inthe Tadies © takes by the Dutch.Confuſion Confuſion in Town and 
Conntry, ſuch us y0u never ſaw, - Ward and ſeveral others deſire to be © 
remembred to you: \My endeared Reſpetts to your ſelf and Þ. with the young 
Men arrived. Thi I\have writ in ro and in haſt,expetFing a line with as. ' 
great haſt as you ſee 'ss needful; for matters are tullas wu I tell you. 
+... 4.4.5 4 bs ans A 7 


% 


From your Friend and Servant, [Jo. . 


j "Be ſare that you dire&t not for Bednal-Green, but for me-at Mr. Meads in $ ef 
ney near London. (Directed on The back thus ; -To Mr. Alexander Pringle to'be. 
left at 'Mr. Alexander Hope his Houſe in four Glaſſ-Haven, in Rotterdam, _ | 

; e 
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7h Ecantintios of. Johan Siidbee WEdrende3 
taken before John Tendring, Efrs. of orepacy 


born in. Northumberland, that he was bred a.. Scholar at E- 

denburgh in Scotland, that he came from.thence to London, 
that he was. Uſher at, Mr. Waltons School at Bednal-Gretz , thar 
from thence he came ro Mi/c-exd, and. there lived about a. year inthe 
Houſe.of one Mr. Matthew. Richardſon, and taught his. Children. 
This Examinant ſaith further:that he came down ro Bradwel:with Mr. 
Richardſon, and that being. a Scholar he. did.intend 10' go beyond- 
Seas into Fladers, and put. himſelf into ſome Colledge. 
This Examinant wholly denyed that he knew Mr. Richard/on tg 
have any other Name, (x a 4s 


Ti Examinant being duly . Examined, doth fa that he was 


Capt. c0r478 me, 


Jo. Tendring. 


tt. a. —_— ſh Py th. AM 


A Copy of Farleſtoun's Commiſſion, 
Omnibus & ſingulis Religionem vere Retor- 
matam Profitentibus ad quos praſentes per- 
venient. 


} 


Uin, Vatie Aaguſtiz, pzrrrifees Jerſecuriones, | Þ. opprobria 
noſtre ( hic in Scotia) Eccleſia, magna, ad veſtras pervenere 
aures , neutiqum eſt nobis in dubio: Quum, depreſſus, & quoad. 

externa, Status ve; quo, pro Fide Sanitjs traditd, & noſtre 

Ectleſig privilegits & jure pecatiari comtendendo, redatia oft, fere omni- 

bus fit notus : Rgorum intaitus & copfpaerativ una cum. magna , 4t 

wveſtri (in nobis intereſſe, ſpe ronteprd) munc Dom. Alexandrum Gor- 

don de Earleftoun 'Legatum zoftrum, wvobis omnibus, Reipublice 1/- 

raclitice fautoribus, F benevolentibus mittere &* demandate non ſine 

multa cauſa, perſuaſit ; canuſam,. '& Statum noftram malitioſe , ſubti- 
litate adverſartorum vobis repreſentat um;' cognoſctntes qui , eo igſo ut, 
wor, & quitqsid a nobis att um, wobis reddant: ridiculo; in male hrepye* 
ſentanao , Pſendographias atforam noſtrorum dſpergen vigt- 
lantiffimi ſunt s Raaſs progreſſus noftri. & princigia Verbo Dei ( /«- 
premo conreaverſiaram judeci) & wereProteſtantiſme, eſſent contraria : 
Quum #05, mee quicquid tevere, —_— rupere, Verbo Dei ferigen 
A p 
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. Queries to try if they agreed in Principles. 


& antiquis , civilis, & Eccleſiaſtici Status , legibus ; & priſtine re- 
formationi contrarium, declaramus, ſed cum omnia in co fundentur, poti- 
us ( Des dante) aitiones noſtras ei reddere conformes enpimus. Mua- 
propter nos Proteſtantes , _—_ Antiprelatici, & Tirannide 
apitati, 17 Scotia Preſbiteriani, huic noftro legato, concredimus et 
plenum conſenſum C& aſſenſum dantes fideliter, & vere, omnes vere Re« 
format9s, ad quos perveniet, informatos reddere ; Wued ſolummodo nos 
ipſos in vid Domini puros (Det gratia) quoad poſſumus ſervare , . in- 
rentes ſumus & viam majorum, vere Cn in noftra nobili refor- 
matione propaganda in atverſis, Jus, a Papiſmo, Prelaturk, & Eraſtia- 
niſmo gradibus, &* veſtigiis incedere cupimus, atque hec ſunt noſtrarum 
perſecut ionum ( pro orafenrs) capita, & cauſs. Ad quoram pleniorem 
& clariorem notitiam, hujus noſtri Legati relation remittimus; Teftt- 
monio cujus, cum fit in rebus noſtris, publicis declarationmbus & marty- 
rum Teſtimoniis, fat verſatus, ejuſdem nobiſcum judicii, & ſub iiſden 
perpeſſionibus fidem dare poteſtis. Humillime :gitur oramus & obſecramus 
nt relations hujus noftri Legati tanquam vere fides a vobis detur, & ut 
nallius narrationi, vel date vel que poſthas detwy , de nobis, principiis, 
C& progreſſu noſtro ſicut verbo Dei, wotis, juramentis, ei datis, & rele 
tons Goſs  noſtri Legati, contrarie cum ſit tantum calumnioſe ab adver- 
ſariis LB cues. Quocirca, omnes Zjonis fantores oramns y noſtrum 
ſtatum, quo redatti ſumus, non parvi facere , ſed ſerio perpenaere ; 
Deus entm omnes, ad ſympathiam wocat, & perpenaum eſt, onnes con- 
jurationes &F Adverſariorum conſultationes, in univerſam Eccleſiam 
eſſe deſtinatas ; Et uno membrs patients totum corpus cum eo compati 


. deber, Datum Edinburgi decir die Aprilis Anno Domint mullefiro 


ſexcenteſimo ottuagefimo ſecundo, Bs ex noſtro mandato -> _ 4 
Clerico Conventionis noſtro ſic ſubſcribitur Jacobus Renwick. 


The Exattittations of Gordon late of Earleſtoun 
taken before the Committee of Council, Jaly the 
5th. 1683. 


ln preſence of the Earls of Linlithgoe, Perth , 
Biſhop of Edenburgh and Regiſter. 


Lexander Gordon of Earleſftoun being Examined again by 
A Order of the Council upon ſeveral Interrogators ariſing 
from the Letter ſeat to him by Jo. N. Dated London 

March the 20th. 1683. 
As to the Secrecy to be taken of the Man that was to ftand in 
Nisbets place. That it was an ingagement of Secrecy and ſome 


Being 
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nk 


Being interrogat of the account of Matters written to him by 
J0..at the deſire: of Fo. V. - Declares that it was a Letter _ 
the Metaphor of Martiage, and that by the Marriage he underſtood 
a Riſing deſigned there. 5; : TT 

'Being incerrogat whar the Merchants being low arid breaking 
did mean. Azſwers, That he thinks it means that their people vz. 
the Diflenters were breaking in their Stocks by Excommunicati- 
ons and other Courſes, and therefore they were reſ6lving upon deſ- 
perate' courſes ; which was Riſing in Arms. ARIA 
Being interrogat what is (meant by the faid M-rehanrs, Anſwers, 
Some that lived at their eaſe and quiet would got venture to 
Riſe when they ſaw much danger. a2 | 

Being interrogat what is ineant by the model of affairs that 
would make them venture. A»/mers, ' That they had ſhewn to 
Jo. N. a model how they would go abour their affairs in order 
to their Riſing, | E : eas Fa0- 
Being interrogat anent their Reſolutionto infſilt on Negatives, and 
what were th2 Goods that proved prejudicial 'to them formerly. Az- 
ſwers, That the meaning was, they reſolved to agree in what they 
would put down', which he thinks was the whole Governtnent , 
Civil and Eceleſiaſtick, but that they would not determine poſitively 
what they would fet up. = | 
. Being interrogat what was it that Jo. NV. propoſed to them 
that they afſented to. A»ſwers, He thinks he had ſtated the grounds 
of the quarrel Relative to the preſent Government, and that they 
had afſented-to it. ' But declares that when Jo. N. was ſpeaking 
to him of theſe chings he thought them of tliat nature that he 
ſhun'd diſcourſe upon them to receive Information concerning them, 
becauſe he had no mind to meddle with them. PTS 

That by Criticks of the Trade is underſtood the Scotch Fa- 
naticks becauſe, they are nice in affociating themſelves. I 

That by the diſpatching of the Old rotten Bf 5 he thinks it che diſ- 


patching ot the SeCtaries or the preſent Governmeat;but tather thinks | 


1t was the laſt. | | 
That by the Brokenones which he was to ſet up is meant the 
Scotch Fanaticks to be helped by Contributions, and that by their 
trying their way and we ours, was meant the Engliſh was for Ri- 
ſing 1a Arms, but the Scorch Fanaticks were for delaying ſome 
tune. 
\, That by theſe called Treacherous Dealers, he thinks is tneant both 
the Secretaries and the preſent Government , who had formerly 
broke their Governinent , but never heard theſe perſons named. 
That they being at a point to ſet forward, is meant their being 
ready for Rendevous. | | E 
That by Emiſſaries is meant perſons ſent out both in $c07/and and 
Englana "Be Londontg try the Peoples inclinationsto a Riſing and to 
incite them toit, and that theſe Merchants who adviſed Fo. N. to 
ſend for the Declarant tocome that way were the Meetings of the 
Fanaticks in Scotland. | | h | 
That by «dvancing of the Trade he thinks is meant the Car- 
tying on of the Riſing. | 0 Lp 
By that part of the Letter which tells that when the FaQors 
would teturn that ntiatters would is in/tairi be off vr on, That che 
; meanifg 
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meaning, was that when theſe FaQtors came in they. expeCted Mony 
for buying of Arms and then they' would inſtantly - have Riſen, 
but that . Mony was not come 1n at that time when. he did meet 
with Jo. N, 4 Ti) 

That by the Strange thing that - might have fallen our in a 
Week or two, he underſtands no other; thing than the InſurreCti- 
on intended. ; 

Declares that this Jo. N. was a perſon -that paſt under the name 
of John Nisbet , an Engliſhman, and ſtayed at one Mr. Mead's in 
Stepney which Nisber was an Uſher of-a School at Bednal-Green 
before. 

That the cloſe of the Letter bearing that things were fully as high 
as I tell you, is meant the preſent intended Rebellion. 

That by the Capital Letter B. is meant one Mr. Brake a Mini- 
ſter in Lewardes in Frei/land, .and the young Men are ſome Students 
whoarein Holland. 

Being interrogat what he heard of the Earl of Argies concurring 
or aſſiſting in this InſurreQion, Anſwers, That he heard by report 
in Holland, that Argile had undertaken to Raiſe ten thouſand. Men 
to aſſiſt in that Rebellion, and that he was to furniſh himſelf with 
Arms in Holand, and about the time of this report which he thinks 
was,in December or January laſt , he heard Argile was in Holland 
but that he did not ſee him, and to the beſt of his memory Jo. NV. 
alſo told him of the Earl of Argiles concurring in the Riſing, but 
remembers of no other perſon. 

Being Interrogat upon the little Letter from Srep#ey which he 
thinks was about the beginning of May, Dated Friday at ſeven a 
Clock. That the Man whom he ſpeaks of, is Mr. Mead a Miniſter, 
and that by the words what my Hands find to do. was meant Fo. 
N's. going to Holland andthat the Declarant was to meet with Mr. 
Mead to let Jo. N. go. | 

Further declares that Joh Johnſton was one, who at other times 
paſt under the name of Awrrey who is a little Man Pock-marked, and 
wears a Periwig. Sic ſubſcribitur. 

A. Gordon, Linlithgow, Perth, Jo. Edinburges. Geo. Mechenzy, 
J. Drummond. h 


This is a true Copy of the Original Declaration and Anſwer 
made by Alexander Gordon, late of Earleftoun to the Interrogators 
propoſed to him by the Committee of Council, which is atteſted 
By me | 


William Paterſon 
Cls. Sti, Concilij. 


The 
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A Copy of Alexander Gordons Examination, 
June 30. 1683, 


He ſaid Alexander being interrogate what he -ktiew of the 
Author of that Letter direCted to Alexander Pring le of the date 
of March laft, to be lefr at 4lcvander Hopes Houfe in Gloſ5-hawen 
| + ers which runs upon the Metaphor of Trade, anfwereth, That 
the Author of that Letter ſeemeth to him to be one Jo. Nwber, with 
whom he converlſed a year ago at London, and ordered the ſaid Alex 
ander to direCt his Letters to Bedzal-Gyeen, and ſince to Mr. Mead in 
Steprey near Londos , and that he the ſaid Alexander had written a 
Letter to this Jo. Niber, challenging him why he came not ſooner 
aver to Holand a be had promiſed, dated about Farwary laft ; and 
that he received this Letter by the Metaphor of Trade in anfwer 
thereunto ; and that the werruring ſpoke of in the Letter was to 
Gonike a reſqlution of a {| - Aram, in Arms; and that the F«- 
fors therein mentioned feni their Agents and Emiffaries who 
were ſent ous. into different corners both in Er2/and and Stotland 
to know the Pulſe of their Complices and Parries if they were in rea- 
dineſs to joyn and riſe with them, and that they brought back ac- 
cquats of chais willingneſs fo tw do, and readineſs for an Inſurre> 
Ction. And as to: the aſfiftance they were to have from Srorland, he 
underſtood it at his laſt coming here,andſome Months hefore he came 
over in May laſt, he heard amongſt the Dutch People commonly re- 
ported that there was to. be very —_ a Riſing in England, and 
that the Earl of Argile was to furniſh from Scor/ard Ten Thouſand 
Highland-Men for their aſſiſtance ;' and thar at his coming hither laſt 
he heard that there was a Perſon come from Eng lard to Sir Fo. Cocks 
7am , alledging he: came ,about , the Aﬀair of Carolina, but that 
he had diſcovered himſelf to a Servant of the Lord Treaſurers that 
he had come to Scor/azd upon other matters, and that the Letters 
for Scotland from any Correſpondents of the Party in which Earl. 
floun was engaged was direfted ro Mr. Henry Emertſon written in 
Edenburgh ; and that before he came laft hither in May, the meetin 
of theſe Phanatical People had received a Letter from England ſub 
ſeribed by one F. 8. whom he takes to be one Murray as he named 
himſelf to Earlefoun ( as the other forementioned perſon named 
himſelf FA Nubet) 1n . which Letter: there was the Metaphor of a 
Marriage anent which all, chings were agreed and the Marriage 
ready to be ſolemnized which occafioned their ſending for him the 
ſaid Alexander Gordon to have his mind concerning that Aﬀair; and 
they interpreting that Letter {igned by F.S. from England to concera 
the. ſceking of their aſſiſtance in their intended Rifing there, he did 
diſſwade them from it; and thar by the Marriage they underſtood a 
Riling to be intended in Erg/ard, and that it was ready to be fo- 
lermized was to (ignifie that, ar» Jnſurreion was to be very ſpee- 
dily on foot ; and declared that theſe with whom Ear!-ffosr con- 
| B b verſed 
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verſed here declared that they believed that the Perſons who came 
fromEnglazd to _ Cockram were ſent to manage a Correſpondence. 
in order to the deſign of Riling in Arms. 


T he Relation of Alexander Gordon of Earlftoun 
of what he was informed of , and heard as fol- 


oveth. 


Bont the time of the Ele&ion of Rich and North, I heatd thar 
there were ſome deſigns of riſfing'in Arms of ſome people in 
England, and in order thereto there was ſome treating with my Lord 
Argile , but not agreeing to the terms my Lord lett them, and I 
heard it ceaſed for ſome time and went-over to Holand ; and when 
he was there, I was informed of the renewing of the Treaty, and 
agreed upon the following terms, v:z. 


That the Earl of Arg:le ſhould raiſe ſeven Thouſand Men, and 
the Treators (who as I was informed were Engliſh-men) were to 
advance the {aid Earl Ten Thouſand Pound Sterling ; and this was 
agreed to in April laſt. 


The perſons in Exg/and were by Information the Duke of Mox- 
mouth, the Earl of Shaftsbury ; bur after the ſaid Earls deceaſe I did 
not hear ſo much of the Duke of Moxmonth. IT was alſo informed of 
Ford Lord Gray of Wark his being in the Deſign. 


I was alſo informed that thoſe concerned in Scoz/and moſt in the 
ſaid Deſign, were Sir Fohn Cockram, Jerviſwood, Seſſnock Elder and 
Younger, and that Sir John Cockram the one day kiſt his Majeſties 
Hands, the other day went to the Cabal anent the aboveayritten 
Deſign. 


I was alſo inform'd that no ſmall number of the Gentlemen in 
the Weſt and other places in Scoz/and upon their reſeatment of the 
preſent Government , particularly: as to,the Teſt and other Papers 
put to them, were not reſolved to ſtand to them although they ſhould 
take them, but riſe upon the firſt occaſion. 


This Information I heard from Murray alias Fohnftoune, who as I 
heard was a Weft Country-man in Scoi/and, who offered to take me 
along to their Cabals, but upon my refuſal ro meddle in the deſigns 
kept himſelf and told no more than thoſe generals, £2100 


I met 


w. 
— ——_ — 
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I met with Mead at one Mr. Cooks a Merchant living near the 
Exchange in Auſtin-Fryers in London, but I do not mind what he 
ſpoke of the aforeſaid Deſign to me, but thinks not, for I was a 

ranger to him, and not acquainted before that time ; and this I 
ſubſcribe before theſe Witneſles 'Sir William Hamilton of Preſton, 
Maſter John Vans Keeper of the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. 


Copies of be informations. 
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eN Copy of the Taterregarars ; propoſed” to Alex- 
ander Gordon fometnme of Earleſtoun 17 the 
Committee, 25th September 1683. | 


he did hold with the pretended General Convention from 

whom he had his Commiſſion. Andif he did. not write a 
Letter to, and hold correſpondence with, them before he came laſt to 
Scotland, and upon what account he did write that Letter to the ſaid 
Convention which is mentioned inone Letter to him from oneMichae! 
Sheills bearing that the Convention had recieved his Letter,&c. And 
if to his knowledge the ſaid pretented convention General did not 
hold any exa@ Correſpondence and with the difaffeted 
Party and other their Adherents bath in Ezg/and and 1n the United 
Provinces of the Netherlands, and what the ſaid Correſpondence 
was and if it was not to the weaking and diminiſhing if not to the 
ruining and overturning of His Majeſties Government both in Church 
and State as it is now Eſtabliſhed within his Majeſties Domi- 


niOns. 


| I [1 interrogate the ſaid Alexander Gordon what correſpondence 


2. Upon what account was he moved to accept of the ſaid Com- 
miſſion and what other Inſtructions he had from the ſaid pretended 
Convention General in order to the Methods he was to take for in- 
viting the aſſiſtance and ſupply of the Foraign States and Churches 
unto which he was Commiſſionate and if he had not InſtruCttions for 
zmploring their aid by ſupply of Mony and other Neceflaries for 
fitting and capacitating the diſtreſſed party in Scotland to ſubvert 
and overturn, at leaſt to reſiſt, his Majeſties Government in this 


Kingdom. 


3. Who werethe Perſons who did fit and aflift in the ſaid con- 
vention General when his Commiſſion was ordered, and who did 
preſide thereat. And that he would declare ſuch of the Members of 
the ſaid Convention as he either knew or heard of by their pro- 
per Names and Sir-Names and place of their refidence and from 
whom he recieved the foreſaid Commiſſon, and who werepreſent ar 
the delivery of the ſame to him and what a Perſon Mr. James Ren- 
wvicle is who ſubſcribes as Clerk to the ſaid Commiſſion, and if that 
was his own true or only a borrowed Name; Andif the ſame was 
borrowed that he would declare what his true Name 1s, and where. 
his place of refidence was, and if he knows what is become of 
him ſince or where he now 1s, and to interrogate him after the ſame 


manner in Relation to Michael Shells. 


4. If the ſaid General Convention was not compoſed of Perſons 


ſent from particular Diſtrits within this Kingdom and how _ 
ch 
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fach Diſtrifts there. were and who were the leading Perſons withia 
cheſe particular Diſtritts and what ſort of Perſons they were who 
were Cominifſionate from thete reſerved, Diſtrifts ro the pretended 
General Convention. And what farther he knows in Relation to the 
red ny and management of Aﬀairs within theſs particular 
Diftrifts. | | 


5. Fo interrogate the faid Alexander Gordow- what Perſons he 
knew either ir Scotland England Ireland or in the United Provinces 
of the Netherlands that did hold Correſpondence with the ſaid pre» 
tended Convention General in order to their afting and conſulting 
of their Aﬀairs or concerting of meaſures and Methods to be taken 
in the Proſecution of tlicir purpoſes and defigns, &r. 


4 th ry 4 4 x 
—_— *' 


PS 
- 


Interrogators to be put to the ſaid Alexatider Gor- 
don iu Relation to the late Horrid Conſpiracy: 


Mprimis, That the ſaid Alexander Gordon would ingenuouſly de- 
I | clare the true and Genuine meaning and ſenſe of that Letter 
written to him by Jo. N. from Loxaon and would give a full 
and fatisfaftory Account thereof to the Lords of the Committee ſuch 
as may fatisfie rational and knowing Men corifbrm to the meaning 
of the writer, who was his Correſpondent, and who would never 
Have writ to him in Riddlesand Myſteries, ſeeing by the Letter it ap- 
ars that he wasinforming Alexander Gordon with thie State of their 
Afﬀairs and with the meaſures and reſolutions they had already ta- 
ken. And therefore to interrogate him who this Correſpondent was 
who ſubſcribes Fo. NV. and where he reſided and what was his Trade 
and Occupation and with whom elſe he the ſaid A/exender did know 
him to keep correſpondence, and how he became to be acquainted 
with him, and of that way and manner of writing under the Me- 
taphor of Trade and commerce, &. Had not been conceived and 
agreed to betwixt the ſaid Alexander and the ſaid Jo. N. and their 
party before thereby to vail and diſguiſe their Rebellious contri- 
vances and who were preſent at the conttiving of ſuch a metapho- 
rical way of Writing beſides the ſaid Alexander and Jo. N. and 
if theſe ahd the like Methods were not a common rule and Pra- 
file of theſe Barbarous and execrable Conſpirators for difguiſiing 
of their Horrid. and Bloody deſigns againft the Perſon of his Sacred 
Majeſty and Royal Brother and for riling in Arms againſt his Ma- 
jeſty and his Government. 


2. What te knows: in Relation to the faid Horrid Conſpiracy 


_ his Majeſties Perſon and the Perſon of his Royal Brother or 


riſiog in Arms againſt his Majeſty and Govertiment and who were 
_ CT c acecfiory 
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acceſſory to the ſaid Horrid Defigns either in Scotland England Treland. 
or atiy where abroad whither in the United Provinces of ; the, Nether«. 
lands or elſe where and that he would give an account of them in fo, 
faras he knows by their Names Sir-Names and places of reſidence: 
and ſuch other defigns as he knew them by, and likeways that he 
would give an Account of the particular deſigns methods and con- 
trivances treated upon and concerted for the riſing in Arms againſt 
the King and Government either in Scozland England or Ireland 
and by what Perſons the {aid Treaties and Deſigns were carried on 
as to all which he would give a particular and itin® account to the 
Lords of the Committee. 


3. To interrogate him anent the other Letter Written to him 
under the Name of Mr. Pringle and what was the true meaning 
thereof and by whom the ſame was written and if the Trade 
therein ſpecified do not relate to the condition of the Fanatick 
and diſaffeted Party, and what vther import the ſaid Letter* 
does bear and from what place of the World the ſame came. 


<a” x, 2, 
_ 
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AC opy of the Examination of Alexander Gordon 
late of Earlftoun. 


Edinburgh, 25th of September 165 3 


The Earl of Linlithgow. 
Lord Livingſton. 

Lord Preſident of Seffion. 
Lord Collintoun. 

Lord- Caſtlehi. 


Juſtices, 


The Lord Pumedden. 
The Lord Harcarſs. 


The Earl of Linlithgow elected Preſident: 


© the firſt Interrogator anſwers , That the firſt time he 
met with that pretended Convention was near the Inner- 
| Kirk of Xy/e in the Fields about two years ago ; 
. and there were there about fourſcore perſons or there- 
by; and that he was brought there from his own Houlſc 
by one Jv. Nisbet, whom the Declarant knows not further 
than that he is a Weſt-Country-mah about Glaſgow ; and that Jo. 
Nubet 1s another Jo. Nzbet that wrote a Letter to him to Hollayd 
under the notion of Trade, relating to the Riſing and Rebellion in 
England, And farther, That about a year and an half ago he mer 
with another Convention conſiſting of fourſcore perſons or thereb) 
in the Fields within five miles of the former place near Inner-Kir 
and that very few of them had Swords; to which Meeting he was 
advertiſed ro come by a Letter ſent-to his Houſe ſubſcribed by Mr. 
James Kennick who 1s Clerk to the Convention and heard of no Mi- * 
niſters being amongſt them ar either of theſe times and ſays there 
were people there from all the Diſtrits in the ſeveral Shires of the 
Kingdom: which Diſtrits' he was informed were fourſcore ; and 
that he knew none of the perſons in either of theſe meetings except 
Mr. James Kennick the Clerk, the ſaid Fo. Nibet who came from a 
Diſtri&t beſides Glaſgow, and William and James Stewarts who came 
out of Galloway and Robert Speir who came from the Lothians, and 
one Forreſt who came from the ——— of Cluyd and that 
at theſe general meetings they produced their Commiſſions _ rhe 
evera 
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{cveral Diſtrits-to the Clerk that it might appear that they were 


- 
— ——_ - 
* 


——— _ 


— 


commiſſionate to 'get relief for.the diſtreſt in their bounds, that the G 
buſineſs of the Converition wes.19 provide for thoſe-amongſt them ”y 
were in want and. for._their.own ſecurity againſt, the dangers they he 
were in, being denounced Fugitives hv UN Aw and in hazard Ry 
to be catcht by the Governors; and that he heard nothing treated or 4 
ſpoke amongit them as to riſing in Arms, nor knows of. any Corre- rt 
ſpondence theſe of the Convention had with any win J#eland ;; and as - 
to E-:111d he ſuppoſes there was a Correſpondence there, but knows hi 
not theſe that managed it, except the ſaid Jo. Nwiber, he having 
ſhewn the Declarant a Letter. he.had from 1Mzhaet$heills one of the js 
Clerks of the Convention, which he ſaw.in the 6d of March or be- = 
ginning of Apr laſt, = 
cla 


To the ſecond Tnterrogator, tlie reaſon why he gccepted of the 0 
Commiſion produced, declares, He accepted 1t upon the account ro p 


ſee if there could be a way found for the diſtreſt Brethren ro go = 
abroad, or to have ſomething irom-abroad to maiftain them there. ( : 
To the third Interrogator 'declares, He remembers no more per- = 
ſons were preſent but theſe condelicended. upon in the firſt Interroga- be 
tor, which he ſays was occaſioned by his being ſo long abroad ; and ye 
although upon ſeeing their taces he might know ſeveral of them, yet of 
knows not their Names, nor the places of their Reſidence. ſy 
To the fdurth declares, The ſaid general Conventions were com- = 
poled of perſons ſent from the ſeveral Diſtrits, of which there were L p 
as he heard abour fourſcore in number, in which fourſcore Diſtrits 
he was told there would have been fix or ſeven thouſand men, but of 
knows not of any.Gentlemen or leading Men amongſt them. As to I 
the Commillion it was ſent him to Newca/tle by.a common Rectiver C 
whom he mx'6k not, directed to him at his Lodging at the Sign of Me 
the Vine tn the Gateſiae in Newcaſtle,, his oo s Name being 20 
George Marſhal a publick Inn-keeper, and addreft to him under the _ 
Name of La Graveil, being the Name he went by, and that the ſame Jo 
was under a Cover of James Kennick their Clerk whoſubſcribed it. ya 
To the laſt Interrogator repeats his anſwer made to the firſt Inters - 
rogator, and knows no further. N 
B-ing further interrogate upon the, Interrogators given in anent -n 
the Confpicacy in. Exgland, declares, That the firſt time he heard of _ 
any deſign of rifing in Arms was at the time when the Competition y 
was ancat the Sheriffs at Midſummer was a ycar, and tliet he heard bh 
the Duke of Monmouth was to Head the Rebels ; and this he had from 
Jo. Nebet and one Mr. Murray T Scotch-man then at Loxdon; and 24 
declares, That jn,Je»ary lat theDeclarant being in HcHand he heard m 
by general report that the Tate Ear! of Argile was to raife ſome rhou« E: 


ſand Highlanders to aſfiſt the Rebels it England by cnaking a. diver- 
ſion and was to get a Sum. of -Money for that etleCt ; and-that in 
March laſt he having received a Letter from Jo. Nibet in Holand, he 
cafe over to London, where he met with the laid Nezbetan 


747, who told the Declarant they dehgned to riſe pr eſently r bu 


a. 
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and ro Rendezvous in Six or Seven places at one time particularly at 
Coventry and Londow and that they computed ſeveral Thouſands 
in Tork-ſhire who were to joyn with them. That Murray deſired 
the Declarant ro go along whith him to meet with the late Lord 
Rufſel and Gray and the Lord Wharton (but of Wharton they fay- 
ed they were not very fure of him being a feared Man) and with 
Mr. Ferguſon and ſpoke of ſeveral old Officers of Cromwels that were 
to be there but the Declarant not being for the preſent Rifing 
ſhunn'd to meet with thefe Perfons or any of them, and both Nzber 
and Murray told the Declarant that Sir John Cockram was with them 
and heard from theſe Two Perſons tliat both the Ceſſnocks were con- 


cerned in that buſineſs. As tothe Letter written by Jo. N. of the 


'2oth of March and direfted for the Decharant at Rotterdam De- 
clares that Jo. Nzbet ſent the ſaid Letter and that under the Me- 
__— of Trade throughout the whole Letter is meant the defign 
of Riſing in Arms and a Rebellion and that by che Words (diſpatch- 
ing the old rotten ſtuff) is meant either the excluding the SeQtaries 
from joyning with them or deftroying the Government both Civil 
and Eccleſiaftick which laft the Declarant ſuppoſes rather to be the 
Words and that by the FaCtors are meant their Emiſfaries for carying 
on the Rebellion; and for that ſtrange thing that was to fall out that 
week as the next the Declarant thinks is meant the fuddain Mufter 
of the Rebells. In the cloſe of the Letter which ſays things are full 
as high as I tell you, is meant that the Rebellion was inſtantly to 
break out, and having met with Jo. Nibet after his coming from 
Holland the ſaid Nubet explained to him that the ſenſe of- the ſaid 
Letter was as is aboveſaid. | 

As to a Letter dire& to the Declarant under the Name of Pring/e 
of the 2 May 1683, declares, That the Name of the ſubſcriber which 
is blotted out was ſo blotted before it came to his Hand, but by rhe 
Contents of it he knows its from one Rob. Foh»ſton a Tenent or Vaſ- 
fal to the Lord Gray on the border and that the Traders and Trad- 
ing there ſpoke of is thedeſigned Rebellion and that the ſaid Roberr 
Johnſton offered, to come to Scorlazd with the Declarant to have feeh 
fortie of our difaffefted People here arid to have met with them, 
And that A. T. mentioned in the ſaid Letter which the Letter ſays 
bonred to undetvalue the dilaftefted party in Scot/and which he 
calls yout Goods, is the Name of Avdrew Touxg who ſtays about 
Neweaftle whom he ſippoſes to be a ſuſpeft Perſon becauſe he was 
feared that Colonel Struthers would apprehend him. © And that he 
ſuppoſes the way that that Letter came to his Hand was from ſome 
Perſons that were at a miretibg at Midſummer about that time, where 
was prefenrt ſeveral of thoſe People that had Commiſſion from the 
ſeveral DiſtriAs, but that he himſelf was not at that Mecting. 


. " 
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Examination of Mr. Sceil and Andrew Oliver: enent Mr. Aaron 
Smith's conrieg to Scotland and his going to Si# Jo. Cockram's 
Honſe at Ochileree. Edenburgh 1 1th of December, 4683. 


if R. Thonds Steil int Jedwart-Foreft declares, that in February 

M Kft, an Engliſh Getrleman coming 8 Fqvert, eng IC- 

| | cointhetidedto'the Declarant by one Devid Sheriff. Stablet 

in Nevcaftfe, only thar he might _ im to Ochilrree, ſpoks only 
D 
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1 to him of Carolina Bulineſs anent which he was to: tranſact with! Sir 
ohn Cockram; and that the Declarant ,got him: one. Andrew Over 
in Jedwart-boreſt tor hire to be his guide to Dprgias, and. that: the 
ſaid Oliver went with tim from that to Sir Joh Cockrams and de- 
clares he knew not his name and hadino knowleag of him, - but that 
he was called when he was at Jedwart, Clcrk, but afterwards: heard 
he was called Smith. bn 
Andrew Oliver in Barwick Tenant to the Marqueſs of: Dowg as. be- 
ing Examined. declares, a little betore Seed-time laſt the Declaranc 
met with Mr. Thomas Steil at Linaliz the Marquelſ$'s Houſe,of purpolc 
to bring home. his Wife from Dogy/as to FJedburzh- Foreſt, and the 
'Peclarant being upon his way and coming to Provoſt 4in/?re's Houte 
in J-aburgh, and there. being a Stranger there an Engliſh Van ready 
to rake Horſe to go to the Welt, the: ſajd Mr. Thom Steil having 
told the Deponent there was a Stranger. who knew riot the way and 
would be deſirous of his company, and the Deponent having called 
for the Stranger in the Houſe he and he took Horle rogether and rode 
to P-ebles that night and the next day came to Dosglas, and the 
Stranger upon the way: told his name was Samuel Clerk, which ke 
thinks was the next day after they came from Fedburgh ; and thenext 
day the Stranger not being able to get. a, Guide. to. convey 'him to 
 Opbiltree, at the deſire of Mr, Thomas Steil”'s Wife did go along with 
him.from Dove /as to Ochiltree, and the Stranger went into che-Houle 
of O:5iltree to call for the Laird; the, Peponene notihaving gone in 
wich him, where .he ſtaid about one quarter of.an' Hour and;came 
back to a Houſe in the Town where the Neponent was to Lodg. That 
the Deponent heard from the Stranger that his buſineſs with the Laird 
of Och:/tree was-concermng Carolina Buſinels,/ and of their deſign to 
fend Families there in the; Spring to. Plant, and thatthe commended 
the Country. od] WAA 


& And. Oliver. + Jol Edenburgen. 
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in R. Thomas Sfeil Chamberlain.t6 the Marquis of Douglas, bes 
M ing Priſoner. as alledged, Entertaining 41g nk LS 2 
with Aaroz Smith. When he was in Scotland, and providing 

him a Guide'to'Sir Fohn'Cockrams Houſe of Oih:1pree, who being 
; Examin'd with the ſaid Goide and all that appears 1s, That the ſaid 
Q.. Aaron' Smith, urider the name, of Clark, was Recommended by, one 
Davida Sheriff, Tnnkeeper and Stabler of Newcaſtle, to Steil, as being 
his Acquaintance,when he came to Jedburgh,  helplom to one that 
{houtd'gvide him the way being a Stranger, without any ſuſpition or 
knowledg ot his beinga perica guiltyof any-Crime-erevtt Deſign. The 
Lords upon conſideration of the Bill appojot a Letter to be written 
to the Secretaries!20' catife -Extirine- 1. Smith pon the" tire 
& his cos ng\ts Jedburgh, and —_ ; mag wixr.him and S$yei/ 
andany other Interros er, 1lecing it's ſaid e ſaid-da- 
707 SY th denied he 6 Ate R Ka. jo pes and £90 Vo. po_ 
be written to the Mayor of Newgaſtle to Examine the Jankeeper; agd 
in the mean timeallows Stet! to be liberat og;Cautiog to appeatwhith 
called, under the'-penalty of 2000 Mayks ;- Tal chan be allo g0 


off the,,Country.without Licence, tg, prevent any. practizing with 
the Inhtkeeper. ah: op” wp A 
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Alexander Gordon of Earlſton, his Depoſai- 
on before a Committee of His Majeſties Privye 


Council, and two of the Fuſtices, Edenburg the 


.25th of September, 1683. 


mo Gordox being further interrogate upon the Interrogators 
given in anent the Conſpiracy in Eng/and, declares, That the firſt 
time he heard ofany Deſignof riſing in Arms, was at the time when the 
competition was anent the Sherifts at Midſummer was a year, and then 
he heard the Duke of Monmouth was to head the Rebels ; and this he had 
from Fohn Njsbet, and one Mr. Marraya Scotch-man then at London, and 
declares, That in Famary laſt the Declarant being in Zo/and, he heard 
by general report that the late Earl of Argzle was to raiſe ſome thouſands 
of Highlanders to aſſiſt the Rebels in Eng/and by making a diverſion, and 
was to get a ſum of money for that effect ; and that in March laſt he 
having received a Letter in Zo/and from Fohn Nisbet then-in London, he 
came over to Londoy, where he met with the faid Nzsbet and Murray, who 
told the Declarant, they deſigned to riſe preſently in Eng/and, and to Ren- 
dezvous in ſix or feven places ar one time, particularly at Coventry and 
London, and that they compured ſeveral thouſands in Yorkfhire who where 


tojoyn with them ; That Murray deſired the Declarant to go along with 


him to meet with the late Lords Ruſfſe/ and Gray, and the Lord Wharton, 
( but of Wharton they ſaid they were not very ſure, being a fearful man) 
and with Mr. Ferguſon, and ſpoke of ſeveral - old Officers of Cromwels 
that were to be there, but the Declarant not being for the preſent riſing. 
ſhunned to meet with theſe perſons, or any of them ; and both N.sber 
and Murray told'the Declarant, that Sir John Cochran was with them;and 
heard from theſe two perſons, that both the-Cefvocks were concerned in 
that Buſineſs.  Asto the Letter written by Fo. N. of the 2oth of March, 
and directed for the Declarant at Rotterdam , declares that Fohn Nisbet 
wrote the faid Letter, and that under the Metaphor of Trade through- 
out the whole Letter, is meaned the deſign of riſing in Arms and a Re- 
bellioa ; and that by the word Diſpatching the old rotten ſtuff, is meaned 


either the excluding the SeQarics from joyning with them, or deſtroying 


the. Government, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, which laſt the Declarant 
ſuppoſes rather to be the meaning of the words ; and that by the Fafors 
are meaned their Emiſſaries for carrying on the Rebellion; Ad for 
that ſtrange thing that was to fall out that Week or the next , the Decla- 
rant thinks, is meaned the ſudden muſter of the Rebels ; In the doſe 
of the Letter which ſays, Things are full as high as 1 tell you, is 
meaned that the Rebellion was inſtantly+to break out; And having 
net with Job Nisbet after his coming from Z/and, the laid Nzsber 
explained to him that the Sence of the ſaid Letter was as is above- 

ſaid. $ 11s aA 1 
As to the little Letter dire&ted to' the Declarant under the name of 
Pring/e, of the ſecond of May; 168 3, declares that the name of the Sub- 
ſcriber : whichis blotted out, was fo blotted before. it came to his —_ ; 
| TT. 206 ; at 
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but by the Contents of it, he knows it is from one Robert John/toun , a 
Tenant or Vaſſal to the Lord Gray on the Border ; and that the 7raders 
and Trading there ſpoke of, is the deſigned Rebellion; and that the faid 
Robert Fohnſtoun offered to come into Scotland with the Declarant, to have 
ſeen ſome of our diſaffe&ed people here, and to have met with them ; 
©,nd that 4. T7. mentioned in the faid Letter, which the Letter ſays /a- 
boured to undervalue the diſaffetted party in Scotland, which he calls your 
Goods, is the name of Andrew Toung, who ſtays about Newcaſtle , whom 
he ſuppoſes tobe a ſuſpeCed perſon, becauſe he was afraid Colonel Szru- 
thers would apprehend him : And that he ſuppoſes the way that that 
Letter came to his hand, was from ſome perſon that was at a Meeting at 
Tweeds-Moor about that time, where were preſent ſeveral of theſe people 
that had Commiſſion from the ſeveral Diſtrits, but he himſelf was not 


at that Meeting. Sic ſubſeribitur 


Linlithgow I. P. C. | 
Alex. Gordon. 


Here follows the Letter ſigned Jo. N. which was found upon Earifox. 


Ir, . 

N Saturday laft I had the occaſion of ſeeing a Lettter from you, dt- 
() refted for Mrs. Gaunt, in whoſe abſence Mrs. Ward had received it, 
at the readin 4 which I was not a little troubled, confidering my full reſo- 
lutions frnike to you in my laft ; for effetluating of which I had 2 for 
Paſſage, and taken my farewel of Mother Gaunt, ſhe going into the Coun- 
try : And that very Week I was ſet upon by that Gentleman with whom I 
ſtay, and Jo. Johnſtoun with ſome others to ſtay but a Month, and if that 
did not accompliſh ſomewhat in hand to help Trading, then I ſhould be no lon- 
ger detained. After I was prevailed to retraft ſo far, I ordered Jo. who 
had time at command, to give you an ample account of matters; and with= 
al, Jo. was defired by our Friends from Scotland to fland here in my place the 
like engagements of Secrecy, &c. being taken, and thereupon I ordered him 
to ſhew you the grounds of my ſtaying, and to defire if you melined to croſs the 
Water to come this way, but (ince many are the confuſed, yea troubled thoughts 
that have poſſeſſed me for yielding, concerning which, as alſo my yielding to it, 
take the ſubſequent account. 

In my laft, or it precedent to it, I ſhewed you that Trading was wery low 
here, and many breaking, which has made the Merchants ( ſuch as they are) 
to think that deiparate Diſeaſes muſt have deſparate Cures : and while 
they have ſome Stock, it will be better to venture out, than to keep Shop and 

fit ſtill till all be gone, and then they ſhall not be able to att, but let all go : 
Which reſolution { thought a thing not to confide in, ſeeing the moFt of them 
are Fire-ſide Merchants , and love nof to venture where ſtorms are any thing 
apparent. But about my. departing they ſhewed the Model of Affairs in ſuch 
order, that I ſee venture they muft, and venture they will.; whereupon 

firit demanded how our Trade would be carried on. Anſwer, they knew 
well what Goods had proven moFt prejudicial to the Trade, and therefore 
they thought to inſift upon Negatives, in which whatever: I propoſed is .- 

ſente, 


Copies of the Informations. log 


ſented to, as I find ; and thus they thought beſt to ſtill ſome Criticks in the 
Trade : And by this means firft to A the diſpatching the old rot- 
ten Stuff before they order what to bring home next.- - This lookt ſomewhat 
ſtrange to me, but when I confider all circumſtances, - I think they for them- 
ſelves do bef} in it : For our Merchants I made account onely to have had 
ſome ſtock for to ſet the broken ones up again, and ſo bid them here farewel, 
and they to try their*way, and we ours; Since they think fit that ſome of 
theſe whom we have found (as you will ſay,when you hear them named) treache- 
rons dealers in onr Trade , conſulted, and accordingly have done : Where- 
upon T fear, or rather hope that our Merchants, though broke, will rather de- 
rre to live a while longer as they are, than joyn with ſuch, &e. to: advance 
the Trade ; unleſs ſurer grounds of. their faelir be gotten, then is, or can 
be expetted, and this is the bottom of all my ſorrow. But to proceed, I 
find (if all hold that is intended) that they think it is almof? at a point to ſet 
forward, if they had their FaQtors home; who are gone to try how the 
Country will like ſuch Goods , as they are for, or againff the making ſale 
: Friends, I mean Merchants, wrote to me, that after I had ſpoken to 
you, poſſibly you might come this way, the better thereby to adviſe them 
what to doin this caſe, for I have ſignified ſomewhat of it to them, but not 
ſo far as this ; becauſe I thought to have ſeen you long ere this time. But I 
hope you will not miſconſtrutt of my ſtaying, ſeeing in it I defigned nothing 
but advancement of our Trade ;\ but once this Week theſe Fattors ſent for 
will be here, and then matters will in inſtanti, either off” or on, break, or 


. . . A . þ h vw . 
or the next, I will again pof7 it towards you ; 1 think when this and the next Maiely ——_ 


Week is gone (and no News comes from you) that T ſhall ſet forward, being <xpetted from 


you do, let a Letter precede, and if any ſtrange thing fal out. this * Week * Note, That 


bred gen My endeared reſpetts to your ſelf and B. with the young men 


arrive 


London, March 20. n Po 
; 168 3. 0, ”" B 


Poſtſcript, Be ſure that you dire not for Bedual-green; but for me af 
Mr. Mead's in Stepney, near London. | \ | , 
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A Letter as it was written with Argiles own 
hand, which was addreſſed to Major 
Holms, and marked Number 3. Fune 21. 


C irc I cannot by this Poſt ſend you a full account of your A faire, yee 


Tſend you as much as may make you take meaſures what Bills to draw 
pon me, which I hope you will fully underftand by Mr. Bs. help ; the whole 
account amounted to ſeveral Pages ; bat T' onely give you one to total , as 
ſufficient. 

I gone fo I and refuſe obje&t firſt you time much is way the our 
would of altogether concerned do upon abſolutely do to do etteRually 
as that it be to is at all be 335759424244575769 money 36 4757- 
5657 of and to 6922.4736535657 and they have 1s at be that no ſome 
their 2345535958, &c. 50000 4548454758 part as againſt the but 
concurrence from beleſs nor like place and intereſt is ſmall and: power 
againſt need do bring which Birch that cannot time are out upon an 

24753235657 to 564447 56594858444367 projetted meat very may 
ittle done the been Purſe I to ſhall my liſts I to great venture they pro- 
ſpe& provided have can willing God given conferrence.week Brown I of 
things faid ſome the now their myhead guard mention 324344675 7- * 
8465257 things which to your hope ſome ago as over lome if dof 
or of know and encouragement confer have and ſelf be order refolve-and 
to reckon all and undertake honeſt or was far be Shooes undertaking 
many of to for purchaſe was as is the a poſſibly us of by force it tho 
d how the credit for time Birch and ſome greateſt them concerned will 
for and to and 404843 ſtation good may onely the if more will if 
ſhould expet tollerably ſtanding and by and neceſfar the the more the 
| hazarded to it 8 and think urge 1o necefiar I the that fo affairs have bu- 
fineſs very I poſſible of T ſend here againſt my till what little upon know ye 
not which mony g54057485758405242441 ſervice any what ſhall re- 
ſolve thee at did leaſt effe&ually thought and far if buſineſs reckoned for 
ſtill the there I or ſtuck you upon money by firft ſum if then: Bills 
26 435640455359 52 5769455355424457 well-that 3841444058 
51595058458594357 need trouble ſomething very a frighten the 'pro- 
bably not 2000 the tho the once for and 575942 4244575735 will 
4057 5748575840524244 and to money could fooliſh Browne many the 
not to Gods Brand beſides ſtay Fob ſeat yet to propoſed 322240565157 
a deal the things as all once lefs any drink well on know I as pay whether 
never the received to any calculate about to that that the ſuch with you 
I other I I for conſiderable be particular add I are of leſt I butFall have it 
Enemies to cannot to Friends made part I writ with may be ſervice Mr. 
an whole there conſider perſons it when knowing any and payments to 
Iitlow ſhall little little meaning Intelligence thing out had which Tents 
uſual whole with 673151485048584840 and by the more of if but the 
that bleſſing raiſe a 54565358445758405258 4753565744 can Vir- 
gins ſupply to call 485650405243 not keep imaginable tho them 48 5- 
>; 485244 ſtanding many number 25 4753565733 onely at ſtanding a 
5159505848585943 firſt conſiderable with more can them Coun- 


tr cy 


3 - 


* as io bonnet a pay $$ + a _— acc 


[ns 


Copies of the Informations. 


- 


Ii 


—*—C— _ 


trey 42 5} 51514052434443 1n and there 40555157 it was Weeks half 
Iſotoat 600 think-needs preciſe I the the it a. within what requiſite not 
Sam truly this grounds to fay Mr. thing cor know they 25 hath che 
grounds occaſioned I they both do is Red only tet I diſtance in I half in 
I the little would 4057485758405242z firſt ſhall number very 1000 
and the conſider ſmall confeſs them work propoſed pleaſed cannor are 
2000 Brand it 544453545044 the be 40555157 then be 404444056- 
435246460453474 4554443 tle 455356424457575645565048- 
5244 have the but it will 455356574457 andas we yet tbget her one! 

it for buy it conſider imploy better Inteteft ſmall fo to forme 4753 F657 
a future the to total the abſolute of and deſigned and Wappvns are Bt 

of propoſed or and becauſe what add as out meddle touch ot I ktioWins 
Merchant there it that what is 404540485544405844515458 Retl I 
not but I of expett of up I enforce ar be that ſhould a is in DA Bbte put 
I done thisall have by the not ts had before able will I if and # they have 
will is for 5753 5043485 35956 thall neceiſars rhe or of if isis they very 
incident for the dayly nor Cloaths neceffar to there rhe 'neteſfar beft of 
the 60405 639gevents little to hope 5644564457 many Sum' were for 6 
ih we them more will in andiit had any many yet be may aft #148564 
48584840 and will it without and not but more got triple on is very 
45535959 now be God and but is what a if odds ir as neat named fidr 


braſh oft not leſs power propofed an of thought my and go you in or te: - 


folved fo I intend hear them'our *45 564844524357 to neither to will 
much till any the know on in propoſition could what other I of could he 
the and be but that eaſie were I all differ was abſolutely ſoon more t6 
fent above at well right foot their together Proviſions the ſuddenly that 
4204:58485352 willtake will of the be unwilling the wilt can at 6 get 
Brand not 40565157 no ſhould the much their not and men the are'b 
while do to advantage the husbanding for number is be for $7475 4457 
only to whole Proviſions Charges good can to IT my meddle ERS | 
freely for the and be eſtates do projet all after ſee be I it ſuch yotr at 
47535657 the yet I'diſtance to'dare them dire&tion Gods hihds in' bn 
not prevent and liave ſomehelp may from aa be pray very TI Neceffars 
and that to a occaſion prices the ſubmit they bat not own had made be 
do men ſome of Sum be neceſſar 475 35657 ſuch beſtowed nothing they 
one it Money of Brand not to ferit engaged 'whole with 4 concerned own 
Money next prove Money far then bur fone impoſſible firſt-be be mbft 
to of 47445648585 35657. 20000 to up do tho there done caſe and yet 
number without hard appointed leſt 1200/like give wilt after necelfar 
propoſed as ſhould leave hard had number'T perepprorT 673347535657 
ſtood poſſibly thoſe thought junure Ido mention thisas as mean other 1 
as neither give know offer have. Aden. NT 6 
| Nh Gil. Sy. 
The total Sum is ry Iz Bo=cnnenmn's, 
which will be payed to you by Mr. B; 
Folows-in plain writing on the back of the Letter' | 
Lhave'found two of the Books I wrote to Mr. B.were loſt; T'be- 
lieve he hath the blew cne ; we have received his Letter: Thave 
nothing more to'ſay to himar prefent ; I hope he kriows'how 
to write to me, and underſtands my Addreſs, *ahd'to inſtru 
you'; if he do nor, I _ loſt fix hours work,  Adie. _ 
F e 
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The Decypher of the faid Letter as it was 
done in England. | 


Sir, | June 21. 

Hough I cannot by this Poſt ſend you d full account of your Aﬀairs,. yet 

Tfend you as much as may make you take meaſures what Bills to . "ach 

upon me, which I hope you will fully underſtand by Mr. B's. belp ; the whole 

account amounted to ſeveral Pages ; bat 1 onely give you one to total , as 
ſufficient. 

I gone ſo I and refuſe obje&t firſt yon time much is way the our would 
of altogether concerned do upon abſolutely do to do ettectually as that it 
be to is at all be 33 ſucceſs 69 Money 36 Horſe of and to 69 2 H 36 
orſe and they have is at be that no ſome there 2 3 Foot &'c. 50coo fight 
part as againſt the but concurrence from be leſs nor like place and intereſt 
is ſmall and power againſt need do bring which Birch that cannot time 
are out uponan 32 Ho 23 rſe to recruited projected Meat very may lit- 
tle done the been purſe to ſhal my liſts 1 to great venture they proſpe&t 
provided have can willing God given conference week Brown I of thin 

. faid ſome the now there my Head guard mention 32 de 67 ſigns things 
, which to your hope ſome ago as over ſome if do ſpoke for of know and 
encouragement confer have and ſelf be order reſolve and to reckoning 
all and undertake honeſt or was far be Shoes undertaking many of to 
for purchaſe was as is the a poſſibly us of by force it tho ſo how the cre- 
dit for time Birch and ſome greateſt them;concerned will for and to and 
aid ſtation good may onely the if more will if ſhould expe&t tollerably 
ſtanding and by and neceflar the the more the hazarded to it 8 and think 
urge ſo neceſiar I the that ſo affairs have buſineſs very I poſlible of I ſend 
hear againſt my till what little upon know not which Money 2 5 4/- 
fitance Iervice any what ſhall reſolve the at did leaſt effeftually thought 
and far if buſineſs reckoned for ſtill the there I or ſtuck you upon Money 
by firſt Sum if then Bills 20 Dragoons 69 Forces well that 38. beat Mul- 
titudes need trouble ſomething very a frighten the probably not 2000 the 
tho the once for and ſucceſs 3 5 will aſiſtance and to Money could fooliſh 
Brown many the not to Gods Brand beſides ſtay Job ſeat yet to propo- 
ſed 32 22 Arms a deal the thingsas all once leſs any drink well on know 
I as pay whether never the received to any calculate about to that that the 
ſuch with you other IT for conſiderable be particular add I are of leſt I 
but all have it Enemies to cannot to an account to Friends made part I 
write wiſh may be ſervice Mr. an whole there conſider perſons it when 
knowing any and payment-toT it low ſhall little little meaning intelli- 
gence thing out had which Tents uſual whole with 57 31 Mzitia and by 
the more of it but the that bleſling raiſe a Proteſtant Horſe can Virgins 
ſupply to call /re/and not keek imaginable tho them joy» ſtznding many 
number Horſe onely at — a multitude firſt conſiderable with more 
can them Countrey commanded in and there Arms it was Weeks half I fo 
toat 600 think needs preciſe I the the it a within what requiſite not ſum 
truly this grounds to ſay Mr. thing nor know they as hath the grounds 
occaſioned I they both do is Redonly let I diſtance inT halt in I the little 
would aſitance firſt ſhall number very 1000 and the conſider ſmall con= 
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fels then work propoſed pleaſe cannot are 2000 Brand it people the be 
Arms them be appearing. gathered little Forces Stirling have the but it 


will Forces and as weyet together only ir for buy it conſider imploy bet- . 


ter intereſt ſmall ſo to ſome FZor/e a tuture the to total the abſolute of and 
defign'd and Waggons are but of propoſed or and becauſe what add as out 
meddle touch I knowing Merchant there is that what is affair attempt 
Red not but I of expect of up enforce at be that ſhould a is in conſide- 
rable put 1done this all have by the nor to had before able will I if and a 
they have will is for Sou/dier ſhall neceſlars the or of if is is they very in- 
cident for the daily not Cloaths neceſſar to their the neceſſar beſt of the 
War 39 events little to hope repreſs many ſum were for ſo in we them 
more will in andit had any many yet be mayall Mitiaand will it with- 
out and not but more got triple on is very Foot'now be God and but is 
what a if odds it as near named not Bruſh of not leſs power propoſed an 


of thought my and go you in or reſolved fo I. intend hear them our | 


friends to neither to will- much till any the know on in propoſition could 
what other I of could be the and be but that eaſie werel all differ was ab- 
ſolutelv ſoon more to ſent above at well right Foot their together proviſi- 
ons the ſuddenly that a:ox will take will of the be unwilling the will can 
at is get Brand not Arms no ſhould the much there not and Men the are 
be while do to advantage the Husbanding for number is be for Shoes on- 
Iy to whole proviſions charges good can I I my meddle money as freely 
for the an,be Eſtates do projet all after ſee be I it ſuch you all Horſe the 
yet I diſtance to dar them direFion Gods hands in on not prevent and 
have ſome help may from a a be pray-very II neceſſars and that to a oc- 
caſion prices the ſubmit they but not own had made be do men ſome of 
ſum be neceſſar Zorſe ſuch beſtowed nothing they one it money of Brand 
not to ſent engaged whole with a concerned own money next prove moe 
| ney farthen but ſome impoſſible firſt be be moſt to of Feretors 20000 to 
up do tho theredone caſe and yet number without hard appointed leaſt 
1200 like give will after neceſſar propoſed as ſhould leave hard had 
number I peremptor ) 67 3 3 Horſe ſtood poſſibly thoſe thought JunCture 


I do mention this as as mean other I as neither give know offer have, 


# 


Adien. 
Gil. AY 


The total Sum is 12 8--------8. 
* Which will be paid to you 
by Mr. B. 


Written in plain ſence on the back of the Letter. 


I have found two of the Books I wrote to Mr, B. were loſt, I be» 
lieve he hath the Blue on : we have received his Letter. I have 
nothing more to ſay to him at preſent : I hope he knows how 
to write to me, and underſtands my Addrefs, and to inſtru 
you, if hedo not I have loſt ſix hours work. Aden. 


> 
a 


/ 
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| The Copy of the ſaid Letter, as ut was given in by 


Mr. Spence, according to the plain Sence there 
of, without the Preface or Poſiſcript , being ſet 
down already with the ( ypher and Decy- 
pher. 


* Know not the grounds our Friends have gone upon, which hath 
occaſioned them to-vffer fo little Money as I hear, neither know 

I what Aſſiſtance they intend" to. give ; and tilt I know both, Iwill 
neither refuſe. my fervice, nor do: ſo: much as object againſt any 


* Carſtares. Thing is reſolved, rill I firſt hear whar Mr. * Red, or any other you 


ſend, ſhall fay ; onely in; the mean time I reſolve: ro let you know 
as much of the Grounds I go on, 'as'/is poſſible - at this diſtance , 
and in this way. I did: truly ia my Propoſition mention 'the ve- - 
ry. leaſt Sum. I thought could do our Bufineſs- effeftually , not half 
of what. I would have thought requiſite © in "an other Juntture of 


» Affairs; and what I propoſed I thought altogether ſo far within the 


power of thoſe concerned, that it a little leſs could pcſlibly- do the 
Buſineſs, it would not be ſtood upon: I reckoned. the afliftance” of 
the Horſe abſolutely neceſſary for the firſt Bruſtr,:and I do fo ſtitt: 
I ſhall not be peremptory to urge the preciſe number” named; bur'I' do 
think there needs very near that number effe&ually ; and I chink a 
F000 aseaſte had as & or 6007, and it were: hard that it ſtuck at the 
odds ; Leave it to you'to conſider if all ſhould be hazarded, nporr fo 
{mall a differ. | As to the Money, I confeſs what waspropoſed is more by 
half than is abſolutely neceſſary at the firſt weeks work; but ſoon after all 
the Sum was propoſed, and more will be neceflary; if it' pleaſe God'to 
give ſuccels, and-then Arms cannot be ſent like Money by Bills':*/There 
are now above 13.00 Horſe and Dragoons, and 2000 Foot at leaſt of 


+Scetlaxs, ftanding Forcesin + Brand very well appointed and tollerably well com- 


manded,--it is right hard 'toexpeCt that Countrey people on Foot, with- 
out Horſe, ſhould beat them the triple their-number; and if multitudes 
can be got together, yet they will need more Arms, more Proviſion, 
and have more trouble with them : But the Caſe is, if ſomething con- 
ſiderable be not ſuddenly done at the very. firſt appearing, and 
that there be onely a multitude gathered without aGtion, though that 
may frightena little, it will do no good, the ſtandirig Forces will take 
upſome-ſtation, probably at Szirling, and will to their aid not onely 
have the Militia of Twenty thouſand” Foot, and Two thouſand 
Horſe, but; all the Heretors, @c. to: the number it may' be of Fifty 
thouſand; and though-many will be unwilling to fight for the ſtanding 
Forces, yet the moſt part will once joyn, and many will be as concer- 
ned for them, as any can be againſt them: and though we had at firſt 


- the greateſt ſucceſs imaginable, yet it is impoſlible but ſome will keep 
* S.otland. together,and get ſome concurrence and aſſiſtance,not only in * Braxd but 
+ England, fromÞ+ Birchand Jreland ; it will not then be time tocall for more Arms, 


far 
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far leſs for Money to buy them, no Money nor. Credit could ſupply 

it, we ſhould prove like the Fooliſh Virgins: Conſider in the - 

next place how .* Brown can 1mploy (. much. Money,. and ſo many * Diſencing 
Horſe, better for their own interelt, tho the Proteſtant Intereſt were 
not concerned 3 is it not a ſmall] Summ, and a ſmall Force, to raiſe 

ſo many men with, and by Gods blefling, to repreſs the whole Power 

of * Brand, that ſome hope are engaged againſt us, befides the Horſe * 5:yr1and 
to be ſent, need poſſibly ſtay bur a little while to do a Job, if fu- 

ture events do-not bring the ſeat of the War to Brand, which js. yet 

more to the advantage of * Birch, as to the total of the Money that * znlans 
was/propos 'd by the beſt Husbanding it, cannot purchaſe Arms, and 
abſolute neceſſaries for one time, for a Militia of the number they are 

todeal with, and there is nothing out of the whole defign'd to be 
beſtowed upon many things ai] and neceflary forſuchan Under- 

taking, as Tents, Waggons, Cloaths, Shoes, Horſe, Horſe-ſhoes : 

all which are not only neceflaty to be once had, but dayly to bere- 
cruited, far leſs out of the-whole ſumm projtted, was any thing pro- 

poſed for Provifions of Meat or Drink, Thtelligence, or mcident 
Chargts; ſome very Honeſt well- meaning, and very good Men, may 
undertake on little, becauſe they can do little, and know little what 

isto be done... All I ſhall add is, I made the Reckoning as low as if 

I had been to pay it out of my own Purſe z/ and whetherT meddleor 

meddle not, I. reſolve never to touch the Money, but to order the 
payment of Neceflaries, as they ſhall 'be re&ived; 'and 'I ſhall freely 

ſubmit my ſelf to' any knowing Souldier- for the Fiſts, and avy 
knowing Merchant for the Prices [ have calettated, when' there is an 
occafion to confer about it, it will be a' great encouragment to -per- 

ſons that have Eſtates to venture, and that confider wat they do, 

that they know that there is proje&, and profſpe& of the whole Af- 

fair, and all Neceſlaries provided for ſuch an attempt: If after I have 

ſpoke with Mr. t Red, I fee I can do you Service, I will be very wil- t Carſtares, 
ing.z if I be not able, I pray God ſome other may 3 but before it be 

given over, I wiſh I had ſuch a conference as I writ of to you a 

Week ago; for I expe not all from * Browne, ſome conſiderable part * Diſſenting 
of the Horſe may I hope be made up by the help of your particular Loy 
friends. I have yet ſome things to add, to enforce all I have faid, 

which I cannot at this diſtances and fome things are'to bedonetopre- 

vent the defigns. of Enemies,” that I dare not now mention, leſt it 

ſhould put them on their Guard, 1 have a conſiderable direQion in 

my head, but all is in Gods hands, er LS 


The manner of Decyphering is explain'd more at large in another Book, 
called, an Account of Diſcoveries made. in Scotland, ©. 


Ge Part 


— 
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Part of William Spence his Depoſztion. 


At the Caſtle of Edenburgh, the 19th. of Auguſt, 1684. 


R. William Spence, of the Age 33 Years, or thereby, not mar- 
ried, Solemnly ſworn, Depones, That in the Paper ſubſcrt- 
bed by him the Letter dated 21. J#ze, and the other without date, 
marked A, are written plain, and in the true Senſe, ſo far as his 
knowledge reaches, and that he had no Key to open the Letters with, 
but the Alphabetical Cypher : That by the 128 Gilders, 8 Stivers, 
mentioned in the end of the long Letter, heunderſtands that it isthe 
Key thereof ; and by the payment of the. ſame, he underſtands the 
way ofufing it. That he does truly believe there was an InſurreQi- 
on intended, within theſe two Years 3:and as for what isto come, he 
cannot tell what the People abroad may be doing : That he hadof- 
ten heardof Deſigns and Affociations 3 but that they! were directly 
intended to hinder the Dake his Succeſſion to:the Crown, he cannot 
ſay  Forallthat he underſtood was pretended for the Ground: of 
any deſigns of Arms, was the defence of the Proteſtant Religion, the 
Liberties of the Kingdom; and if againſt the Duke-.his Succeſſion 
only, in ſo far as:that might be prejudicial to theſe's and that the 
thinks upon the King's death Troubles may probably ariſe : | That Mr. 
Weſt, to whom the Letters were direqed, was not one of that 'name 5 
but Major. Holzs, to, the beſt of his knowledge  _ And this is the 
Truth as he ſhall anſwer to God. Sic ſubſcribitur. 3: 


W. Spence. 


—_—_— 


ON —— 


The Information of Robert Smith, formerly of the 
Pariſh of Dunſcore, in the Sherifdom of Dum- 
freis, in the Kingdom of Scotland. 


| A T all the Conventicles for near two years before the Rebellion 
in the year 1679. There were great Contributions of Money 
(which were chearfully given) under the pretence of a Subſiſtance 
for their Miniſters, and the Poor of their Perſwafion (the only de- 
ſign that was known to the meaner ſort of People) but the greateſt 
part of the Money was employ'd for Arms and Ammunition for a 
General Riſing : In order whereunto the Phanaticks in the Months 
of April, May and June, 1679. were preparing themſelves, by 
keeping ſeveral great Field-Conventicles( both inthe Weſt and South) 
in 


_ 
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in which were conſiderable Numbers of Armed Men. And although 
they were generally very fond and forward to put their deſign in 
Execution 3 yet it was haſtned a Month ſooner then was intended, 
by the Skrimiſh that happened about the middle of Fane within two 
Miles of Lowdor-hill, between a Party of his Majeſties Forces under 
the Command of Captain (now Colonel) Graham of Claverhovſe, 
and a ſtrong Field-Conventicle, in which I was my ſelf with a Party 
ofa Troop of Horſe ( levyed in Nithsdale in the end of May, and 
beginning of Juze) whereof I was Cornet, under Mr. William Fer- 
guſon of Caitlock,, Captain, and John Gibſon of Auchinchein Lieutenant. 
The ſame Night after that Skirmiſh, I was at the Earl of Lowdor's 
Houſe with Robert Hamilton, Fohn Balfour, and David Haxton (both 
Murderers of the late Arch-Biſhop of Saint Andrews) John Ker in 
Minebole, and ſeveral others, in number about Twenty Seven Horfe. 
The Earl himſelf was in the Houſe, and I faw him paſs into the Gar- 
den 3 but I did not perceive that he came intoour Company, though 
I have reaſon to believe that Robert Hamilton was with: his Lordſhip 
and his Lady in ſome of the Chambers, becauſe 1 ſaw him leaving us 
all of his Company in the great Hall, and going intothe private Rooms, 
where I am ſure was my Lady, as I do not not doubt but my Lord 
was alſo, for it was from thence that I ſawhim paſs into the Garden : 
But my Lady did publickly that Night entertain and lodge all the 
Company. The next morning at four of the Clock we came from 
that Earls Houſe, and made all the haſte we could to Hamilton, in 
order to joyn the Body that we had parted with the day before; and 
the next day we all Marched to Glaſgow, where (the morning after) 
we were beaten by ſome Troops and Companies of the King's Forces, 
and thereupon returned to Hamilton. From thence Iwentin Com- 
pany of Mr. David Williamſon (who was a Preacher and a Captain) 
with Sixſcore Horſe to the Shire of Galloway, where we'met and joyn- 
ed Six Troops of Horſe and about as many Companies of Foot that 
were Levyedin that Country and N7thſdale for our Afliſtance. There- 
after we went into Dufreis where we ſtay'd a night, and had no- 
tice of the Kings Forces coming to the Kirk of Shots 5 whereupon 
we march'd with all poſſible Diligence to joyn the reſt of the Rebels 
at Hamilton; ſcizing all the Arms and Horſes that we could find 
by the way, eſpecially at Drumlanrig, Thorn-hill, Sanehar , 
Cumnock , Ceſnock, Newmills and Strevinz, but - at Ceſnock we 
received four hundred Lances, which we were told were the 
free and voluntary Gift of Sir Hugh Campbell, the Father , and 
Sir George, the Son. There was one paſlage in this march, which k 
cannot forbare to relate, iz. That as we were paſting by the old 
Caſtle of Treve ( where his late Majeſty of bleſſed Memory had a 


Garriſon, in the beginning of the unhappy Troubles of his Reign) | 


Old Gordon of Earlſtown ( who in few days after was kil- 
led at Bothwell-Bridge) in my hearing ſpoke to the Officers that were 
about him as followeth, Gentlemen, I was the Man that commanded 
the Party which took this Caſtle from the late King, who had in it about 
200 of the Name of Maxwell, of whom the greateſt part being Papiſts 
we put them all to the Sword, and demolliſtd the Caſtle, as you ſee it - 
And now (though an Old Man ) 1 take up Arms againſt the Son, whom 
T hope to ſee go the ſame way that his Father went : For we can never put 


truſt 


I R—_— 
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truſt in a Covenant- Breaker;So Gentlemen, your Canſets good,ye need not fear 
to fight againſt a forſworn King. > 

Upon Saturday the 21ſt. of June, 1679. the main Body of the Rebels 
came to Hamilton,and lay encamped betwixt that place, and Bothwell- 
Bridge until Sunday the 29th.when we were defeated by the King's For- 
ces, During which time there came to ourCamp great ſtore of Proviſi- 
ons and Arms from Glasgow, Hamilton, Lanrick, Leſmahago, New- 
mills, and ſeveral other places in Cliſdale, and the parts adjacent ; 
but I do not know the particular Perſons fronrwhom they were feor, 
fave only what I have ſaid concerning our receiving the 400 Lances 
at Ceſnock : But about a week before our coming to that Place, as 
we were paſling by the Earl of Ga/loway's Houſe of Garlis, his Bro- 
ther the Laird of Rymſtone came to ſee ſome of the Gentlemen that 
were of our number, and accompant'd us Ten or Twelve Miles, re- 
turning aftewards to his Houſe 5 but before his going he gave Aſſu- 
rance that both his Brother, the Earl of Galloway the Lord Kern- 
ore and himſelf were our Friends: And I did hear him giving great 
Incouragement to the meaner ſort of People that were in Arms with 
us, by bidding them to be Chearful and Couragious ; for he did af- 
fure them that they had very good Friends in the Country; and we 
did believe that within few days thereafter, as well the Earl of Gal- 
loway, and Lord Kenmore, as the ſaid Laird of Rymftone would come 
and joyn with us, and had we been able to continue ſome time longer 
together in a conſiderable Body, and had given the leaſt fail to the 
King's Forces, we expected that many Perſonsof great Quality and In- 
tereſt, would have joyn'd with us : Whereof a perfet Account can 
be given by Karlstown ( now a Priſoner in Edinbarg) if he will but 
ingenuoully declare what he knows. | 


The Night before the Fight, the Rebels C one Hamilton Moor ) 
held a Council of War, confiſting of Robert Hamilton, David Hax- 


ton of Rathillett, John Balfour, Major Ledmont, Mackerel- 
lan of Barſcob, Gordon of Home, Mr. William Ferguſon of 
Caitloch, ( my Captain aforeſaid, ) Gordon of Craig, 
Gorton of Newtoun, ' Gordon of EarlftoneElder, | 
Gordon of Earlſtone Younger, Gordon of Craichlaw, Cap- 
tain Mackeulloch, Macdougall of Frenugh, Cap- 
tain John Smith, Captain Home, Mr. William Clelaud a 


Captain of Horſe, Mr. James Fowler a Captain of Foot, Andrew 
Story a Captain of Foot, and ſeveral other Gentlemen and Officers, 
whoſe Names I do not at the preſent remember, but do well know 
the Places of their abode. There were alſo ſeveral of the Miniſters 
in this Council of War, viz. Mr. fob» Welch, Mr. Robert Archie- 
bald, Mr. Alexander Haſty, Mr. David Williamſon ( who alſo as I 
haveſaid before was Captain of a Troop of Horſe) Mr. David Home, 
Mr. Fohn Blakater, Mr. John Blackloth, Mr. Donald Cargil, Mr. John 
Kid, Mr. John King, Mr. John Dick, Mr. Thomas Forreſter, Mr. 
Jobn Dickson, Mr. Robert Sandilauds, Mr. Patrick Vernatt, and Mr. 
John Harraway with ſome others : But at this time Mr. Richard Cam- 
ron and his Brother Mr. Michael, with ſome few other Miniſters were 
gone to Hol/and with Moneys to pay for Arms that were formerly 
brought by Ker//and's Son ( as I was fince inform'd ) and fome other 

| Pha- 


Copies of the Informations. 


I19 


— 


Phanaticks living there. In this Council there were very hot de- 
bates betwixt Welch's Party ( the moſt conſiderable of the two) 
who were content to lay down Arms upon their getting an Indul- 
- gence, and Robert Haziilton's Party who would reſt ſatisfied with no- 

thing leſs than the Extirpation of Epifcopacy, and —_ a pure 
Preſbyterian Government, as they call'd it. And the Differences 
were ſo great betwixt them, that the choice of their chief Officers 
( which was deſfign'd to have been that Night ) was put off till the 
next day, ( being Sunday) at Ten in the Forenoon 3 but were pre- 
vented by the King's Army coming before Sun-rifing, to the North- 
end of Bothwel-Bridge : However, they did that Night appoint two 
* Commiſſioners, ({ viz. Mr. David Howe and Captain Mackenlloch)) 
to treat for them with the Duke of Monmouth : Oa whom they 
waited accordingly about half an Hour before the Fight, but return- 
ed without any Succeſs. The general Diſcourſe amongſt the Re- 
bels on Friday and Saturday was, That the Lord Burgany would 
certainly come in to them the Moxday following ( had riot the Fight 
on Sunday prevented him ) to command their Forces in chief, and 
to appoint ſuch Field Officers, both for the Horſe and Foot as he 
ſhould think fit, unleſs they had been appointed by the Council of 
War before his coming; but in either of the Caſes they wereto have 
had their Commiſſions from him : For it was moſt certain, that they 
would not allow Rabert Hamilton to be their Commander in chief 
The Rebels did frequently and openly expreſs the great Confidence 
they had in.ſome of their Friends about the Duke of Monrmonth, and 
particularly the Lord Melvil, the Lord Newark, Sir Thomas Arm- 
ſtrong, and Sir Hawilton of Preſton (the Elder Brother of 
Robert Hamilton ) belides ſome others whom I do not now remem- 
ber, but could 'know them, if 1 fſhould hear their Names. 

When the King's ſtanding Forces begun to pafs the Bridge, the 
chief Officers of the Rebels: were confalting what was fit for ther 
to do, and it\was reſolved ;that they ſhould all March away in good 
Order towards Carrick, and theRuins of Ga/oway, vintil they ſhould 
be furniſhed with Arms and Ammunition,which were-Landed at Bo#- 
rowſtenneſs | (; belides what was expetted from Holand ) but could 
not then be brought.to them, by Reaſon of the King's Army havin! 
been interpoſed. between them and: that Place. And moreover they 
wer2in Expectation of confiderable Reinforcements bath of Horſe 
and Foot, which were on -their March: from ſeveral' parts of the 
Country. \Butitheir chiet {Encouragementto proſecute this Deſign, 
was.the Confidence they had, that. the Duke of Mowonth would ndt 
put any hardſhip upon them ; which: I have good Reaſon to believe 
was.truez for when I was in| Company with all the Rebels Horfe 
( about 1600. in number): leſs than a mile/from the Field of Battle, 
marching. up on. riſing Ground: (-in our Retreat ) I look'd over 
my.;$houlder, ;and Jaw the:King's' Horſe at a' ſtand, after they had 
purſued us a little; way, which we look'dupon as baving been done 
to favor our. tſcape'; For if they had follow'd us, they had certain- 
ly, kill'd or taken-us all; a few'only excepted, who were very well 
mounted z and ;we were often afterwards told, that they were ſtopt 
bythe Duke of Monmonth's poſitive Commend, when they were vis 
olently purſaing us, after they _—_ quite broke our Foot (confiſt- 


ng 
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ing upwards of 4000. )) and, were within leſs than'HhalF a mile 
of the Body of our Horſe ( runnivg away ) which then was in great 
Conſternation and Confuſion : However, we march'd that forencon' 
in as good Order as we could ( twelve miles over a Moor ) to New- 
mills, without any cf his Majeſties Forces giving vs the leali Diitur- 
bance, where we ſeparated, ſome going towards Arr, others 10'CGal- 
loway, and the reſt to Nithſdale ; amongſt which Jaſt, were the moſt 
reſo]ute of the Officers, to the number of betwixt 45 ard 50; who 
continued together in Arme, going up ard down the Cour:try in 
Galloway, Nithſdale and other places thereabouts ( after all the reſt 
were ſcattered ) until a Party of the Kirg's Forces, under the Com- 
mand of Claverhouſe came into Galloway, znd then we ( for I was 
my ſelf all along with that ſmall remainder of theRebe]s ) went in- 
to the Weſt, where we were moſt kirdly entertain'd in many places, 
though I do not remember the Names of the Perſons by whom : Put 
I do well know their Habitations; and I was afterwards told by Mr. 
Richard Camron,and his Brother Mr. Mickael,that they ard ſeveral 6- 
thers were ſheltered and entertained by Sir Eirgh, and Si George Camp- 
bells at their Houſe of Ceſwock. After ſome ſtay in the Welt, I re- 
turned to my own Houſe ( Kilroy ) within four miles of Dumſt eis, 
where having ſtaid abcut five or f1x weeks, thefaid Mr. RicharaC am- 
ron, and his Brother Mr. Michael ( who were ſome {hot time be- 
fore returned from Holand ) came to ſee me, and ſtay'd with me 
two Nights : They told me, that they had bought four ſmall Brats 
Guns with a confiderable quantity of Ammunition and Fire-Arms, 
which they had in a Readineſs, to have been Shipp'd at Awſterdar, in 
Order to their having been landed at Greerock ) when they receiv'd 
the News of the Defeat at Botkwell-Bridge: Whereupon they put up 
the ſaid Guns, Arms and Ammunition in a ſecure place in Amſterdan:, 
until there ſhould be Occzf1on for them. The Sarday after therr co- 
ming to my Houſe, Mr. Rickard Camren kept a Field-Conventicle 
within a mile of Sir Robert Dahell's Houfe, vw here were about three 


'thouſand in number. The Occaſion of this Meeting ( where I was 


preſent) was to ſee how the Country ſtcod inclin'd, ard who would 
joyn with him. From thence the ſaid Mr. Richard carry'd with him 
twenty Men ( wherecf 1] was ore ) to the Land of St. Jokn's Kirk 
( a Couſin of the Lord Carmickaes, ard I ſuppoſe his Name is alto 
Carmichael, ) whoſe Houſe js about two miles fiom Biggar, and to- 
wards thirty from Edinbarg, where we ſiay'd four days: During 


; which, there was ſeveral Conventicles kept in the Houſe, at which, 


the Laird and his Lady were conſtantly preſerit: And'the Sunday at- 
ter we kept a Field- Conventicle on Tinto- Hill, to which, there was 
People gather'd from all Parts of the Country thereabout, to the 
number of between three or four Thouſand, whereof many Were 
well Arm'd... From this Hill I went with Mr. Richard Camron afore- 
ſaid, and upwards of twenty more to the Lady Gzker ſclevghs's Houſe 
(a Widow Lady.) in Clidſdale, where weſtay'd a' Week, and kept 
ſeveral; Conventicles with, her. . About this time the Duke was come 
to Scotland, and whilſt, we were in this Houſe, it'was one Night at 
Supper proposd by Haxtenn to kill his Royal Highneſs, the faid 
Lady being, preſent together with the two Camrony, four Gentlemen 
of the North, whom 1 knew-not, and two of my 'Neighbors whoſe 
Names are Joh Harper, and Robert Nalſor. This 
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This Haxtoun ſard he would do 1t himſelf if he could ceme at 
himz and thought, that it might beſt be done when the Duke was ar 
Dinner z wherefore he asked, If” there were ary there that v ould 
go and obſerve all the manner of his Reyal Highneſle's Dining ? 
Whether People might get into the: Room to ſee him at Dinner ? 
And if there were any Number, or Crowds of Pcople got in? Say- 
ing, That he was too well known to go upon this Errand himſelf. 
So Mr. Michael Camron undertook it, and took me along with him, 
who were paiticularly inſtructed to ooſerve, whether people could 

o in with large Coats or Cloaks upon them, and Women with 
Plads; and whether they could paſs the Sentinels with their Swords: 
And according as he ſhou}d find matters, he woul4 afterwards con- 
trive the beſt way to cff-& the Buſineſs. Accordingly we two 
went, and ſaw the Duke at Dinner; but as we returned to our 
Lodgivg, at one Danald Mackay's Houle, at the Head of the Cow- 
gate, near the Graſs market, Camron (by chance) met there a. man 
which knew him; whereupon we both betook our ſelves immedi- 
ately to our Horſes, and were purſued by Twelve of the King's 
Dragoons, who followed us ſo cloſe, that, we were forced to part 
Companyz and I wert to my own Houſe, where being again in 
danger by a Party cf Claverhonſe his Troop, and not thinking my 
{elf fafe, T came into England, where I continued three years, and 
was at many Preſbyterian Houſe- Conventicles in SkLrewsbury, Brum- 
migham and Briſtol; but never ſee a Field-Conventicle in this King- 
dom, fave one at C/ee-hill (ſome few miles diſtant from Ludlow )up- 
on a Sunday in May, 1681, where were met to the number of up- 
wards of 10co; and ſome of Note were among(t them.z but I do 
only remember the Names of Mr. Burton (a Lawyer whoſe Coun- 
try-Reſidence is in Shropſhire ) and Mr. Wardin, a Merchant in Bram- 
#24ham, beſides the two Miniſters who preached there, whoſe Names 
are Mr. Thomas Eagleſall, who Jived in a little Market Town (called 
Kinwer) 1n Worceſterſhire, near Jultice Foley's Houſe, and Mr. Tho- 
mas Caſe, who lived near Shrewsburyz and their Sermons were whol- 
ly tending to raiſe Faction and Sedition, in the ſame manner as I 
have too frequently heard in the Field-Conventicles in Scotland. 
About a year and half ago I went over into Holland, when I faw 
the (h1nce deceaſed) Earl of Shaft»bury, and the late Earl of Argile, 
at Amſterdam; bur did not ſpeak with either of them 3 and ſaw 
Ferguſon at Rotterdam, with whom I fpoke ; but nothing concern- 
ing the Government. Then Mr. John Hog, and the other Scotch Mi- 
niſters belonging to Rotterdam{knowing that I was in the Rebellion, 
and could not fafely live at Home) adviſed me to enter my ſelf a 
Souldier in the Prince of Orange's Army;z which I did accordingly 
in Colonel James Donglas's Regiment, in his own Company,where [ 
ſerved a Year; and then became known to Mr. Thomas Maxwell A 
Captain in that Regiment, whoſe Countrey-man I am 3 and he un- 
derſtanding that I was fled from home upon the Account cf my Ac- 
ce{tjon to that Rebellion, told me how fair an Opportunity I hadto 
ſ:rve the King, by making a full Diſcovery of all Perſons that 1 
knew to be guilty of it, or any ways aiding and afliſting towards 
the promoting the ſame. Adding, that if I would follow his Advice 
in thit matter, he doub:ed not of his putting me in as way yy de- 

erve 


Il'22 
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ſerve and obtain the King's Remiſſton, whereby I anght be enabled 
to live peaceably at home hereafter. To which I did very readily 
conſent : And he having thereupon (the 12th. of November lalt) ob- 
tained myDiſcharge from my Colonel, I have fince diſcovered what 
I could. And particulatly that at Rotterdam { ſince my faid 
Diſcharge ) had ſeen ſeveral of the Whiggiſh Miniſters, 
ſome whereof I remember were at Bothwel: Bridge, who came from 
Scotland about the beginning of September laſt, iz. Mr. Thomas For- 
refter, and Mr. Patrick Vernatt (formerly mentioned .in the Council 
of War) who preach frequently in the Scots Church at Rotterdam, 
As do Mr. Gordor (who is Brother to James Gordon, a Merchant 
there lately deceaſed )Mr.Jobn Harvey,Mr.George Barclay,and Mr. John. 
Sinclair, all Phanatick Preachers. The moſt part of whom (as the 
above-mentioned Mr. Forreſter told me) went over from Holland 
into Scotland, about the month of Avgyſt laſt 3 butthat they found 
themſelves in ſuch daily Hazards of being apprehended, that they 
returned back again to Holland ; and that this bad News which 
they brought over with them, is the reaſon why Robert Hamilton's 
late arched Journey to Scotland was put off, whither I was ſome- 


' time before informed he did intend to go, and to carry Arms along 


with him to ſome of his Friends there. The ſaid Forreſler told me 
further, That they reſolve to keep no more Field-Conventicles, find- 
ing, that thoſe Meetings have ſerved only to weaken their Party, 
through the ſeizing of ſome, and diſperſing the reſt (which made 
their Friends publickly known)and that now the Frghſhand they joyn 
Councils, and reſolve to go on more warily, 1 did likewife 
diſcover, that. the manner of the ſaid Miniſters, their paſling 
to and fro betwixt Ho//and and Scotland undiſcovered, was by their 
being clad in Sea-mans Cloaths, and working in the Ships as Sea-men. 
As alſo, that I was perſwaded, before they ſhall attempt any thing 
towards a new Rebellion, or making uſe of the A1ms, that the two 
Camrons left in Amſterdam (which are now in the Cuſtody of the 
late Earl of Argile, as I was told about nine Weeks ago in Utrecht, 
by Sir John: Cochran's ſecond Son, and My. William Cleland, mention- 
edin the Council of War) they will firſt endeavor to diſpatch the 
King ; andthat being done, they doubted not but they could foon 
overcome the Duke, and all others that would oppoſe them: Which 
I heard my ſelf diſcourſed in a Meetiyg about twc months ago, ar 
Mr. Thomas Hog, a Phanatick Preacher his Houſe in Cirecht, where 
were preſent (befides My. Hog, and my felt ) Sir John Cockran's Son, 


and Mr. Cleland, already mentioned, Mr. James Steward, the Law- 


yer, his Lady, the Lady Ker//and, and her Son, with ſeveral others, 
whoſe Names I do not remember : Eut this Language they ſpeak on- 
ly amongſt their confident Friends: For they make the common 
ſott of People believe, that there was no ſuch thing as a Pharatick- 
Plot; but that the raiſing of that Report was a Contrivance of the 
Papiſts, to make uſe of falſe Witneiles, for taking away rhe Lives of 
True. Proteſtants; which I have often heard, not. only diſcourſed 
in Houſes where ſome of the ordinary fort of People were in Com- 
pany 3 but alſo preached in the Churches, where 'the Sermons (for 
| the 
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Oath) to bring up their Children in the true.Proteſtant Faith, and 
in:the Diſcipline and Dodrine of the Kirk: of Scotland, according, as 
they are obliged)by the Solemn League and Covenant; and at their 
Communions, debarring-always from:rheir Sacrament all ſuch as have 
not: taken- the Covenant, and:do:npt-adhere. to it. But of all the 
Fugitive Preachers lately gone over from Scotland into Holland,none 
is more perverſely violent againſt the. Government, than Mr. Jobs: 
Sinelaiy (who' for many years was Miniſter, and: keptia-Boarding 
School-at Ormieſtoun) whom aboutitwelve Weeks ago I heard preach 
1 the Scotch Church at: Rotterdam; and:aigreat part of his Sermon 
was railing- againſt the Dake; and: the Privy, Council of Scotland, 
ſaying, That he' ( meaning! his Royal Highneſs) was a: Rebellious 
Enemy of God; and had got: ſuch a Hand:ovet thoſe perjur'd Rogues 
(meaning the Lords of rhe Privy Council) as-they all intended/to- 
overturn the' Proteſtant Religion, and to-introduce:Popery 3 which 
(he further: ſaid?) could-very eaſily be: done, conſidering. the ſmall 
Differenee that is berwixt' them. (ince Epiſcopary, was re-eſtabliſhed ; 
and? iy his Prayer after- Sermon, 1:heard: him; pray earneſtly, That 
God mighir-open- the King's: Byes, torIct him fee: the 'Evil of his 
Ways! and'turty from itz otherwiſe, That Godimight take him out 
of ths World; from-being Curſe; and a-Scourge tor his Holy. Pea- 
ple: - Andifatther prayed}, That: God! would: turn the Counſels of 
his'Cbuncellors,- as he'did' thatiok Achitophel thto nothing, 


The late-Eatl 6f -Argile lives-now: im: the Ptovinde!.of  Friſſand; 
where he has'afinall Eſtate, purchaſed partly: by his. Father; and part- ; 
lyby himſelf; uponione 'of thei Pamily ar Tenants: foretelling mas: 
ny years'ago; thatthey ſhould-be diiven from:their Eſtate in Scot-+ 
lab as-F ws often told in Boland, particulbrly by My. iFobm Hog 
Minilter of the Srorth Church! ir Rotterdapu and: Mii: Fobe Pitcairne, 
who-keepss Meafii(g-houſs ad Uruaht | The: Earl of Lomdow with 
two Servants orfy, and: Sip Fares Dulrympte of Stain with his: whole: . 
Family, live at Leyden, beffdes:Mr: Dvagias Ca Miniſter. ))and; ſome: 
few more whoſe names I do not remember. There are many Pha- 
natick Houſe-keepers in Rotterdam, who harbour the RehekandFu- 
gitjves that come over from Scotland, Viz. Robert Gibs, Mr. as 
tone" Job Orbbs, Mr. R»ſell, James Delapp, James Fhomſom," Ju 
Greirſon, James Nory, John Jack, George Weir, all Merchants, and 
the Widdow of the lately Deceaſed Fames Gordon Merchant, whole 
Houſe was the Common Receptacle of the chief of thoſe Rebels and 
Fugitives. The Gentlemen that [ lefr at Rotterdam are, Mr. Denham 
of Weſtsheills with his Family, Captain William Cleland, John Belfour, 
with his Family, Captain William Ferguſon of Caitloch with his Fami- 
ly, Captain Andrew Story. The Miniſters there are Mr. Johz Hog, 

r. Robert Fleeming ((erted Preachers of the Scotch Churehr) Mr. John - 
Harraway, Mr. Thomas Forreſter, Mr. Alexander Haſty, Mr. Patrick 
Vernat, Mr. Fohn Blakater, Mr. | Gordon, Mr. George Barclay 
and Mr. John Sinclair aforeſaid, who is now ſettled a Preacher in the 
Engliſh Church at Delfe. At Utrechs I left Mr. James Stewart the 
Lawyer with his Family, and his Elder Brother the Laird of Cold- 
neſſe, Mr. Cochran (Sir John's Second Son) the Lady Kerſiand and her 
bach or Six Miniſters, Viz. Mr. Thomas Hogg, Mr. Johx Pitcairne, 

T1 Mr, 
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Mr. John Ogilvy, Mr. John Veitche, Mr. Robert Ker and Mr. Robert 
Menteath,beſides ſome others of leſs Note, whoſe names Ido not remem- 
ber I left at Utrecht three Exgliſh Gentlemen who lived there for ſome 
time before, and go by the Names of Eſquire Packwood, Mr. Smith 
4 Merchant of London, and Mr. ones a Welſh-man, but I do not be- 
lieve that theſe are their true Names for they fled from Eglavd upon 
the Diſcovery of the late Plot , as did likewiſe ſeveral other Engli/h- 
men, whom I did often ſee there, but,ceuld not learn. their Names, 
I did alfo ſee and ſpeak with Sir John Cochran, but he and 7.or 8. 
Scotchmen more (whoſe names I know not) went two days after my 
Arrival there, to Gilderland, where a great many of the Rebels and 
Fugitives live (as they think ) moſt ſafe and at eaſe amongſt the Bores; 
for they were afraid of Staying at Utrecht (as ſome of themſelves told 
me) by reaſon of the Spies that they were informed were ſent thither 
from England to makeenquiry after ſuch of his Majeſties Subje&s as 
lived there. And Mr. Cockran and Captain Cleland told me as their 
Friend, that the report amongſt our-Countrymen was that I likewiſe 
was ſent thither as a Spie;z which although they did not believe, yet 
they adviſed me to be gone away privately, aſſuring me withal = 
I was every hour I ſtayed there in hazard of loſing my Life. Upon 
this I returned to Rotterdam, where my Credit with that Partycon- 
tinued about a week, untill I was ſuſpected by my old Captain and 
three of the Miniſters, Viz. :Harraway, Forreſter and Sinclair, who 
about 7 or 8 Weeks ago carried me with them to Church, and there 
propoſed (as a Teſt of my Sincerity to the intereſt of the good Cauſe 
as it was commonly called) that I ſhould take the Covenant and the 
Sacrament with a Solemn Proteſtation that I am ſtill (as I have been 
in former times)an Enemy to the King and the preſent Government: 
All which I refuſed to do ; and then they debarred me for ever from 
their Mectings'and Company : Nevertheleſs I did often thereafter 
infinuate my ſelf into both, though without any Succeſs; for Icould 
not recover their good opinion, but onthe contrary was daily threat- 
ned with the ſevereſt effects of their. revenge. 


White-hall, 
24 Feb. 1685. 
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T be A Zachariah Bore raken the 5th, 
of December, 1683. me F 


Hat Mr. Bayly fat up one night, if not two,' with. Myr. Fergu- 
ſon, and went ſeveral times. in the Evening, with him to the 
Duke of Mormonth, and the cheif managers of the Conſpiracy :, Fer- 


guſf6r told me, he was the Cheif man for the Scots, next the Lord. . 


Argile. The Night he fat up with Ferguſon, 1 believe it was about 
the Declaration, for the next day: he was going to ſhew it me, but 
ſome body came up to him, and hinder'd him. . Mr. Bayly's great 
bufineſs to meet the Cheit Confpirators was (as Ferguſon told me)ta 
get the 10000. /. for the buying of Arms, for the inſurrection in 
Scotland. | | | 

.Caflares I ſaw often come to Ferguſon, but for any Diſcourſe he had 
with-him he never told me of, or with any other but Mr. Bayh, as 
I can at preſent remember. | 


ZLec. Bourne. 


The Depoſtion of Mr. William Carftares, when 

be was Examined before the Lords of Secret 
Committee, given in by bim, and renewed 
Oath, upon the 22d. of December, 1684. mn 
preſence of the Lords of His Majeſtys Privy- 


Comncil, 


 Edinburgh-Caſtle, September 8. 1684: 


R. Wiliam Carftares being Examin'd upon Oath, conform to 
M the Condeſcention given in by him, and on the Terms there- 
in-mention'd, Depones, That about November or December, 1682. 
Joanettoert Brother to the Laird of Cultmeſs, wrote a Letter to him 


Hollend, importing, that if any contiderable ſam of _— 
cou 
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could be procur'd from Exgland, that ſomething of Importance might 
be done in Scotland: The which Letter, the Deponent had an Incli- 
nation to inform Shepard in Abb-Church-lane, Merchant in London 
of; but before he could do it, he wrote to Mr. Start above-nam'd, 
to know from him if he might do itz and Mr. Start having conſented, he 
Communicat the ſaid Letter to Mr: Shepardy who told the Deponenr: . 
that he would Communicar the Contents'of it' to ſome* perfotts in © 
England ; butdid at that time name no body; as the Deponent, thitdks : 
Some time thereafter, Mr. Shepard told the Deponent, that he had 
Communicat the Contents of the Letter above-named to Colonel 
Sidney, and that Colonel Danvers was preſent, and told the Depo- 
nent, that Colonel Sidney was averſe from imploying-the'late Eatl gf * 
A#gile, or medling with him, judging hitn/a'man'too muchaffeted 
to the Royal Family, and-inclined to the'preſent- Charch-Govern- ' 
ment'; yet Mr. Shepard being put upon it by the Deponent,. ſtil 
urg'd, that one might- be ſent'to the' Eatl'of Argile ,, but as\Mr.- Shes" 
pard told him, he was ſuſpefted upon'the account of' his urging ſo: 
mach yet afterwards he preſs'd, without the Deponents knowledpe, 
that the Deponent being to go to Holland however, mighthaveſonie- 
Commiſſion to the Earl of Argile, which he — inform'd the De-: 
ponent of, the Deponent told him, that he himſelf would not-be 
concern'd, bur if they would ſend} another he would: introduce 
him; but nothing of this was done : upon-which" the Deponent- 
went over, without Commiſſion from any body, to! Hollardh ines | 
ver meeting with James Stuart above-named : He was introdu- 
ced&to'the Earl of Argile, with whom he had never before convers'd ; 
and did there diſcourſe what had paſt betwixt Mr. Shepard and 
him 3 and particularly, about remitting of Money to the ſaid Earl 
from England; of which, the ſaid Mr. Stxart had written to the De- 
ponent, namely of 3o00co pounds Sterling ; and ofthe raifing of fe65”- 
Horſe and Dragoons 3 and the ſecuring the Caſtle of Edinburgh, as a 
matter of the greateſt importance - The method of doing this was 
propos'd by the Deponent, to be one hour, or thereby, after the. 
refiovi 'o of the Guards Bit the Fart did not\reHiſh this propofft 
On; wlonrs and that the Caſtles \would fall -bf conſequehce, 
after the workabroad was done. James Stuart was of the. Deponents 
Opiijbo, {35 Rizing the Calle 3 ecaliſe t Would Getie Bdwb2)ek, 
the: Magazines and Arms. Agto'the 1cco Horſe and Dragoons my 
Lord Argile was. of Opinion, that without them notHing was to be 
donie 3 and that ifthat number was ralſs'd'in Eaytdnd\to the fail Bhr], 
he would come into Scotland with them ; and that there heing lo 
few Horſe and Dragoons to meet them, he judg'd he might get the 
Country without trouble, having ſuch a ſtanding Body for their 
Friends to Rendezvouz to; and the faid Earl ſaid he could ſhew the 
Deponent the convenierR places for Landing if he.underſtood , and 
as the Deponent remembers, where the Ships could attend. The De- 
ponent remembers not the Names of the Places. The Deponent 


ſpoke to'the Lord Stairs, but cannot, be poſitive that. he tos th 


Afﬀair to hit; but found him ſhie ; but.the Karl of. 4rgzle told 4 
hecthought'Stairs might be gain'd to themi::And that che Earl of Jaws; 
donn beinga man of gaod Reaſon and diſoblig'd, would have;preat1 
influence upon, the Gountry, and recommended the Dcpongat ,ta-: 


ajor 
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Major Holms, with whom the Deponent had ſome acquaintance 
balbes, and had brought over a Letter from him to the Earl of Ar- 
gile ; but the Deponent had not then communicate any thing to the 
ſaid Holms, TJames Stuart laid down a way of correſpondence by 
Cyphers and falſe Names, and ſent them over to Holzs, and the De- 
ponent, for their uſe (which Cyphers and Names are now in the 
hands of His Majelty's Officers, as the Dzponent ſuppoſes,) and did 
deſire the Deponent earneltly to propoſe the 3oooo pound Sterlinga- 
bove-named to the Party in Exgland,and did not propoſe any leſs; for 
as the Earl told the Deponent, he had particularly calculate the Ex- 
pence for Arms, Ammunition, @&c. But James Start (aid, that if 
ſome leſs could be had, the Earl would content himſelf, if better 
might not be, but the Earl always ſaid that there was nothing to be 
done Without the body of Horſe and Dragoons above-mentioned ; 
During the time of the Deponent his abode in Holland tho he had 
ſeveral Leters from Shepard, yet there was no ſatisfaftory account, 
till ſome time after the Deponent parted from the Earl of Argile, and 
was making for a Ship at Rotterdam to tranſport himſelf to England, 
James Stuart wrote to him that there was hopes of the Money. The 
next day after the Deponent came to England, he met with Sir Johz: 
* Cochran, who with Cnmmiſlar Monro, and Jerviſmood, was at Lon» 
don before he came over; and depones, T hat he knows not the ac- 
count of their coming, more than for the perfecting the TranſaQion 
about Carolina: and having acquainted Sir John Cochraz with the 


Earls demands of the 30000 pound Sterling, and the 1000 Horſe and. 


Dragoons,Sir Johx carried him to the Lord Ryſel,to whom the Depo- 
nent prepoſed the Afeair, but being an abſolute Stranger to the Des 
ponent,had no return from him at that time ;, but afterwards Re 


met him accidenly at Mr. Shepards houſe, where the. Lord Ruſ- 


ſel had come to ſpeak to Shepard about the Money : above- 
named, as Mr. Shepard told the Deponent. The Deponent (when 
they were done fpeaking) deſired to ſpeak to the; Lord Ruſt, 
which the Lord Ryſſel did, and having reiterate the former Propoſiti- 
on for the 30000 pound Sterlizg, and the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, 
he the Lord Rxſel told the Deponent, they could not get ſo-mugh: 
raiſed at the time, but if they had 10000 pound to begin, that 
would draw People in, and when they were once in, 'they. would 
ſoon be brought to more 3'but as for the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, 
he could fay nothing at the preſent, for that behoved to be concert-! 
ed upon the Borders. The Deponent made the ſame propoſal ro Mra 
Ferguſon; who was much concerned in ;the Afﬀair, and zealous for, 
the promoting of it. This Mr., Ferg»ſon had, in OGober or November 
before, as the Deponent remembers in a, Converſation.with the De- 
ponent in Cheap ite or the Street ſomewhere thereabour,. ſaid, that: 
for the ſaving of Innocent Blood, it would be neceflary to cut off a: 
few, infinuating the King and Duke, but cannot be poſitive whether 
he named them or not 5 To which the Depanent ſaid,. that's work 
for our wild. People in Scotland, my. Conkle ice does not ſerve me 
for ſuch things 3 after which the ET had never any particular 
diſcourſe with Ferguſon as to that matter; but as tothe other Afﬀair, 
Ferguſon told the Deponent that he was doing what he could to get 
-it effectuate 3 as particularly ther. be ſpoke to,one Major nes 
Ww 
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who is not of the Deponent his acquaintance. Fergyſon blamed al- 

ways Sidney, as driving deftgns of his own. The Deponent met twice 

or thrice with the Lord M-1lz11, _—O Cochran, Jerviſweod, Com- 

miſfar Morro, the two Ceſſnocks, Montgomery of Langſhaw, and one 

Mr. Veatch, where they diſcourſed of Money to be ſent to Argile, in 

order to the carrying on the Afﬀeair; and tho he cannot be poſitive 
the Aﬀair was named, yet it was underſtood by himſelf, ard as he 
conceives by all preſent, to be for riſing in Arms, for rectifying the 
Government. Commiſlar Morro, Lord Melvil, and the twoCeſſnocks 
were againſt medling with the Ergliſh, becauſe they judged them 

men that would talk, and would not do, but were moreinciined to 

do ſomething by themſelves, if it could be done. The Lord Melvil 
thought every thing hazardous, and therefore the Deponent cannot 
ſay he was poſitive 1n any thing, but was moſt inclined to have the 
Duke of Moxmonth to head them in Scotland, of which no particular 
method was laid down. Ferviſwood, the Deponent, and Mr,Veatch, 
were for taking the Money ; at one of theſe Meetings it was reſoly- 
ed, that Mr. Martiz, late Clerk of the Juſtice Court, ſhould be ſent 
to Scotland, to defire their Friendsto hinder the Country from Riſing 
or taking raſh Reſolutions upon the account of the Council, till 
they ſhould ſee how matters went in England. The ſaid Martin did 
go at the Charges of the Gentlemen of the Meeting, and was 
directed tothe Laird of Polwart and Torwoodlie, who ſent back word, 
that it would not be found fo caſte a matter to get the Gentry of Scot- 
land to concur 7: But afterwards in a Letter to Commiſſar Mozxro, 
Polwart wrote that the Gountry was readier to concur thenthey had 
imagined, or ſomething to that purpoſe. The Deponent, 5.6) Sen 
fid, having brought over a Key from Holand, to ſerve himſelf and 
Major Holz, he remembers not that ever he had an exa& Copy of 
it, but that ſometimes: the one, ſometimes the other keeped it,. and 
ſoit chanced to be in his Cuſtody when a Letter from the Earl of 4r- 
gile came to Major Holm, intimating, that the would joyn with the 
Duke of Mox+:onth, and follow his Meaſures, or obey his DireGians : 
this Mr. Vzatch thought fit to communicate to the Duke of Monwonth, 
and for the OT; of it was brought to the Deponeat, and 
he gave the Key to Mr. Veatch, who as the Deponent was inform'd, 
was to pive'it and the Letter to Mr, Ferguſor, and he to ſhew it to 
the Duke of Monmouth ; but what was done in it the Deponent 
knows not. The Deponent heard the Deſign of killing the King and 
Duke, from! Mr. Shepard, who told the Deponent ſome were full up- 
orrit. The Deponent heart! that Azron Smith was ſent by thoſe in 
England to call: Sir Fok# Cochran, on the account of Carolina, but that 
he does not know Aaron Smith, nor any.more of that Matter, not be- 
ihg concetin'd'in it. Shepard nam'd young Hatbden frequently as 
concern'd in. theſe Matters. | a Lab 2 


ion'd at Edi burgh Caſtle, the 8th. of September, 1684: and renew- 
= {2 Ts ed the 18th. of the Jame Month... »BL i®! 


Williem C arſtares. 


1d, PERTH. CANCELL. LP.D. 
. , | Edinburgh 
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Edinburgh Caſtle September 18. 1684. 


| R. William Carſtares being again examin'd, adheres to his former 

M Depoſition, 1n all the parts of it, and Depones he knows of 
no Correſpondence betwixt Scotland and England, except by Martin 
before-nam'd : For thoſe Gentlemen to whom he was ſent, were lcft 
to follow their own Methods. Yeatch, as the Deponent remembers, 
ſtayed ſometimes at Nicholſon, Stabler's Houſe at Londox-Wall; ſome- 
times with one Widow Hardcaſtle in Morefields. The Deponent did 
Communicate the Deſign on Foot to Doctor Owen, Mr. Griffil, and 
Mr. Meed at Steprey, who all concurred in the promoting of it, and 
were deſirous it ſhould take cfte&; and to one Mr. Freth in the Tem- 
ple, Councellor at Law, who ſaid he would ſee what he could do 
1n reference to the Money, but there having gone a Report, that 
there was no Money to be rais'd, he did nothing in it, nor does the 
Deponent think him any more concern'd in the Aﬀair, Nelthrop fre- 
quently ſpoke to the Deponent of the Money to beſent to Argile,whe- 
ther it was got or not, but the Deponent uſed no freedom with himin 
the Aﬀair. Goodenoygh did infinuate once, that the Lords were not 
inclin'd tothe thing,and that before they would ſee what they could 
do in theCity. The Deponent ſaw Mr. Ferguſon, and Mr. Rumſay, 
lurking after the Plot broke out, before the Proclamation, having 
gone to Ferguſon, in the back of Biſhop-gate-ſtreet, at ſome new Build- 
ing, whether he was direqed by Ferviſmood, who was defirousto know 
how things went, Rxmſay was not of the Deponent his Acquain- 
tance before, but they knew as little of the matter as the Deponent. 
This is what the Deponent remembers, and if any thing come to his 
Memory, he is to deliver it in betwixt, and the firſt of OFober : And 
this is the truth, as heſhall Anſwer toGod. 


William Carſtares. 
PERTH CANCELL, LI. P. D 


At Edinburgh, the 224. of December, 1684. 


Heſe fore-going Pages, ſubſcrib'd by Mr. William Carſtares 

Deponent, and by the Lord Chancellor, where acknowledg- 

ed on Oath by the ſaid Mr. William Carſftares, to be his true Depoti- 

tions, and that the Subſcriptions were his, in preſence of us Under- 
ſcribers.  - 


William Carſtares. 
PERTH CANCELLARIUS. 
David Falconer. QUENSBERRY. 


George Mekenzie. ATHOL. 4 
n 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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( opy of the Lord Ruſlel's Examination in the 


Tower. "2 i 
My Lord Ruſſel Asked, 


F 7 Hether he knows of any Conſultations tending towards an .In- 
Vw ſurre&tion, or ta ſurprize His Majeſties Guardsat any time, and 
by any perſons, and by whom ? 

Whether he hath ever been at Mr. Shepards Houſe, and how often, 
and when laſt? | 

Whether any Lords were in conipany, and who ? 

Whether at any time the Duke of Monmouth, Lord Grey, Sir Thomas 
Armſtrong, Colonel Romzey , Mr. Ferguſon, or any of them were there, 
and how many, and which of them 2 

Whether there was any diſcourſe concerning a Riſing in the Weſt, or 
any parts of the Weſt,or at 7au#ton, and what the Diſcourſe was, and by 
whom ? | 

Whether there was any diſcourſe concerning the ſurprizing the Kings 
Guards at any time ? | 

Whecher the Duke of Monmouth, the Lord Grey, and Sir Thomas Arm- 
ſtrong did undertake to view the Guards to ſee if it might be done , and 
in what poſture they were? 

Whether they gave any account that they had viewed the Guards, 
and how they found them ? 

Whar did Mr. Ferguſon ſay at any of thoſe Meetings, and by whom 
was he directed? 

| Whether he knows of any Deſign for a Riſing in Scor/and > Whether 

he hath been at any Conſultations tor that end, with any perſons, Scotch- 
men or others, and with whom 2 What Monies the Scotch demanded at 
firſt, and whether they did not conſent to take Ten thouſand pounds, 
and how was that orany partof that to be raiſed, and by whom ? 


My Lord Ruflel's Anſwer to the preceding Inter 
rogatories. 


Y Lord knows of no Conſultation tending to any Inſurre@ion. 
M -His Lordſhip knows nothing of any Conſultation or Deſign to 
ſurprize his Majeſties Guards at any time. drivers times 
His Lordſhip doth acknowledge to have been frequently at Mr. Shep- 
ard's Houſe. 
His Lordſhip cannot preciſely ſet down the time that he was there 


To the two Articles relating to the Lords that were in company at 
Mr. Shepards, his Lordſhip anſwers that he went thither with the Duke 
of Monmouth; but as to the reſt of the perſons then preſent, his Lordſhip 
conceives that he ought not to anſwer, becauſe there were ill Conſtructi- 
ons made of that Meeting, nor cannot poſitively remember. 

His Lordſhip anſwers, 

There was no diſcourſe as he remembers concerning any Riſing in the 
Welt, or any parts of the Weſt, or at Taunton, nor particularly of Mr. 


Ll Fobn 


- 
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John Trenchards Undertaking , nor any diſcourſe about Mr. John Tren- 
chard as he remembers. 

His Lordſhip anſwers there was no Diſcourſe at Mr. Shepards about 
ſurprizing the Guards, nor of the Duke of Monmouth's, my Lord Grey's, 
nor of Sir Thomas Armitrong's Undertaking to view the Guards; nor 
was there any account there given by the faid perſons of their having 
viewed the Guards, nor how they found them. 

Nor was there any ſuch Undertaking elſewhere to his knowledge. 

To the queſtion what Mr. Ferguſon did fay at any of thoſe Meetings, 
his Lordſhip anſwers that he cannot tell what Mr. Ferguſon did ſay 
there, nor doth he own that Mr. Ferguſon was there. 

His Lordſhip knows of no Deſign for a Riſing in Scotland, nor 
knows any thing of the whole Article relating to Scotlaxd, nor any part 
of it. 

His Lordſhip hath heard general diſcourſes of many diſtreſſed people, 
Miniſters and others of the Scottiſh Nation that were fled and that it 
weregreat Charity to relieve them. 


This Examination was taken the 28th day of Fune, 1683. 
before Us | 


L. Fenkins, 
7, Ernle, 
R. Sawyer, 
H. Finch. 


Coptes of the { nformations 


Notes of ſome things Confeſſed before His Mzjefly 
and the Councl , taken out of the Botks of 
eMaunutes, | 


Ohn Rouſe confeſt that Money was Collected in the City at the in- 
] timation or defire of ſome Parliament Men , for the Kings Evi- 
dence, that receiving that Money for that purpoſe from ſome of them 
he ſent it to thoſe Perſons for whom it was deſign'd. 

Bourn Confeſles, That Sir Thomas Armſtrong uted to come every day 
to Ferguſon when he lay at his Houſe, that he has ſeen him fince 
the diſcovery when Armſtrong urged him to get ſome friends toge- 
ther to make a puſh and that it was better to dye with Swords in their 
hands. 

Walcot Confeſſes, That Aaron Smith was ſent into Scotland by thoſe 
Gentlemen that tranſated the marter. 

Bourn ſays, That Ferguſon Lodged at his Fathers Houſe a Month or 
ſix Weeks, That he lett no Papers in his Houle and uſed to ſay he 
would never be hanged for Papers. | 

Shepard fays , Bayly told him Char/tox had undertaken to raiſe the 
whole 10000 l. | 

Romzey iays, The Lord Ruſſel was about going away from Shepard's 
whcu 'e arrived there, and that his Lordſhip faid Zrenchard was a 
a Coward, and that he would go down himſelf and begin the 
Ruling, 

Ad confeſſes, He had paid Ofes 89 /. per quarter for his ſub- 
ſiſtance of which he had but 10./. of my Lord Shaftsbury, and was 
himſelf the reſt our of Purſe but that he was told a Parliament would re- 
imburic him. : 

Shepheard ſays, That Ferguſon and Bayly told him that Charlton would 
procure the 10000 /. himſelt, and raiſe it upon a No 

Charlton further ſays, He paid Otes about 400 /. 1n all. 


—_— 
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The Information of John Rouſe taken at bis deſire * 
in Newgate the 19th of July, 1633. 


He Informant faith, That the deſign of the Rebellion and ſeizing the 

FE King was begun by the Earl of Shaftsbury at his Houle in A/derſ- 
gate-ſtreet, before the meeting of the Parliament at Oxford, where the 
Duke of Monmouth, Sir Thomas Armſtrong, Lord Ruſſel, Lord Grey, Major 
Manly a Brewer at Whitechappel, and others whom he ſaw there and as he 
was told likewiſe by his Servants, frequently met there ; the foundation of 
all the Scurrilous Libels was laid, particularly that of the Raree-ſhew. 

That all thoſe Clubs at Mile-end-green, the Sun behind the Exchange, 
atRuſſel's in Iron-Monger-lane, and at the Salutation in Lumbard:ſtreet, were 
to carry on that Delign, he cannot recolle&t all names, but declares that 
he knows all thoſe of Note that were at thoſe Clubs were thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Deſign. Theſe Clubs were divided into three Factions, 
by reaſon of which diviſion the Informant faith the Defign went on fo 
ſlow as it did, and at laſt it fell between the Duke of Mommonth, and a 
Common-wealth ; and the greater number carried it tor the Duke of 
Monmouth, becauſe it was found upon his going into the Weſt, Chicheſter 
and Cheſbjre, the vogue of the people went for him. Thoſe that were for 
a Common-wealth were abſolutely reſolved to have nothing to do with 
the Race of the Szzart's; but rhey pitcht upon Richard Cromwell, whom 
this Informant knows to be in Exgland. The longeſt day that was ap- 

' Pointed for execution of this was at Midſummer-day laſt, when the people 
ſhould be at Guild-ha/ choſing Sheriffs. 

Five hundred Horſe were promiſed to be ſent in from the Country, 
who were to ſcize the Guards. 

The pretence of the Conſptrators was to ſecure His Majefty from being 
killed by the Papiſts, that if he would not comply with His Partiamenc 
at Oxford, then to ſet up the Duke of Mowmorh. That this was long de- 
ſign'd likewiſe before the meeting at Oxford. | 

The Informant faith, That it was reſolved by the Confpirators, that 
when they ſhould have accompliſht their Deſign, and that the Tower 
and City of London was ſeized, then they were to go to Whitehal and 
demand their Priviledges, and Freedoms, with their Swords in their 
hands. 

He hath been preſent at many of theſe Clubs where theſe Deſigns have 
been conſulted of, and all the perſons of any note, Commons as well as 
Lords were conſenting to the Conſpiracy ; he faith he can prove it by ma- 
ny Witneſſes. : 

He faith my Lord Shaftsbury and Otes were the Principal movers 1n all 
this buſineſs. 


A particular Account of the Situation of t FT 
Rye-Houſe. 


He Rye-Houſe in Hwrtfordſhire, about eighteen Vi'es from 
London, is ſo called from the Rye a Meadow near ir. Juſt 

* under it there is a By-road from Biſhops-Strafford to Hoz.- 
aeſden, which was conſtantly uſed by the King whea he went to 
or from Newmarket ; the great Road winding much about on the 
Right-hand by Sranſted. The Houſe is an old ſtrong Puildiog and 
{tands alone, encompaſs'd with a Mote, and towards the Garden 
has high Walls, ſo that Twenty Men might eafily defend it for 
ſome time againſt Five hundred. From a high Tower in the Houſe 
all that go or come may be ſeen both ways for near a Miles di- 
ſtance. As you come from Newmarket to:yards London, when you 
-are near the Houſe, you paſs the Meadow over a narrow Cauſ-way, 
at the end of which is'a Toll-gate, which having Entred you go 
through a Yard, and a little Field, and at the end of that through 
another Gate, you paſs into a narrow Lane, where two Coaches at 
that time could not go a-breaſt, This narrow paſſage had on-the 
left hand a thick Hedge anda Ditch, on the right a Jong Range of 
Building uſed for Corn-Chambers and Stables with'ſeveral doors 
and windows looking into the Road, and before it a Pale, which 
then made the paſſage ſo narrow , but is ſince removed. When 
you are paſt this long Building, you go by the Mote andthe Gar- 
den Wall, that is very ſtrong, and has divers holes in it, through 
which a great many Men might ſhoot. Along by the Mote' and 
| Wall the Road continues to the Ware-River which runs about 
Twenty or Thirty yards from the Mote, and is to be paſt by. a 
Bridge. A ſmall diſtance from thence another Bridge. is to be paſt 
over the New-River. Inboth which Paſſes a few Men may oppoſe 
great Numbers. In the outer Court-yard, which is behind the long 
Building , a conſiderable Body of Horſe and Foot might be drawn 
up unperceived from the Road ; whence they might ealily iſſue 
out at the ſame time into each end of the narrow Lane, which was 
alſo to be ſtopt up by overturning a Cart. 


M m_ Notes 


Notes of. what pals'd between the late 
KING, His Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of YORK. and the Duke 
of MONMOUTH, art the time 
of his firſt Rendring himſelf: 


Taken in Writing at that time by bi Royal Hiphneſs. 


| Nowethber the 25th. 1683. 


Eſterday the Duke of Monmouth came and Surren- 
Y dred himlelf to* Mr. Secretary Fenkins, - and defired 
to ſpeak alone. with the King and Duke, which 
was granted him. He firſt threw himſelf ar his Majeſties 
Feer, acknowledging his: guilt, and the ſhare he had in the 
Conſpiracy , and asked his Pardon , then confeſt himſelf 
faulty to the Duke, asked his Pardon alſo, aſſured him if 
he ſhould ſurvive his Majeſty, that he would pay him all 
the Duty that became a Loyal Subject, and be the firſt 
ſhould draw his Sword for him, ſhould there be occaſion. 
He then deſired his Majeſty would not oblige him ro be 
a Witneſs, and then gave an account: of the whole Con- 
{piracy , naming all thoſe concerned in it, which were 
more than thoſe had already been mentioned by the ſe- 
veral Witnefſes. He deiiyed any knowledge of the Afſaſ- 
fination. When he had made an end of his Confeſſion, 
his Majeſty Ordered him to be pur into che Cuſtody of a Ser- | 
jeant at Arms. This day admitred him to his Preſence, and 
Ordered a Stop to be put to the Outlawry, and Promis'd 
him his Pardon. He turther added that Dr. Owen, Mead, 
Griffin, and all the Conſiderable Nonconformiſts Miniſters | 


knew of the Conlpiracy. 


The 


The Duke of Monmouth's Firſt Letter to: the 
RING, mentioned; Pi'151: of: the foregoing 


| Account. 


F I could have. Writ. to Your Majeſty ſooner, ' with 
any ſafety to my ſelf, I would have done it; ro. have 

rold you, That . there 1s nothing under Heaven has ſtruck 
me ſo to the Heart, as to be put into a Proclamation 
for an Intention of Murdring of Yon, Sir,»and the Duke. 
I do call God: Almighty to Witneſs, and T-.wiſh I may 
Die-this Moment I am Writing if ever it. Entred into 
my Head , or ever ſaid. the leaſt thing to. any body 
that could make them think I could; with: ſuch: a Toing 3 
1. am furc there cannot tbe. ſuch » Villains upon Earthyro 
ſay I ever did. But T am fo Innocent to this poing#thar 
I will ſay no more of it, for I know God Almighty is 
Juſt, and I do not doubt bnr he will pur ic into Your 
Hearc that I am clear of this Moſt Horrid and Baſe 
Accuſation. Bur Sir, the Chief intent of this Letter is to 
beg Pardon both of You, Sir, and the Dake, for the 
many things I have done that have made you both angry 
with me : But more eſpecially of the Dake, tho I mighr 
have ſome Juſtification for my ſelf that many people made 
me believe he intended to deſtroy me ; for to You, Sir , [ 
do proteſt before God Almighty, and I with I may never 
proſper more that all I have done was only to ſave you, as 
I ſhall convince Your Majeſty if ever I am fo happy as 
to. ſpeak to You, and I hope You will let me do ir, be- 
fore ir be long, for I have that to ſay to You, Sir, that 
will for ever I hope ſettle You quiet in your Kingdom, 
. and the Dake after You, whom I intend fo ſerve to the 
utrermoſt of my Power, and, Sir, to convince him thavl 
will do (o, if Your Majeſty will give me Your Pardon, 
I will deliver my ſelf up into his Hands, that the Duke 
may bring me to You; beſides, Sir, I ſhould be glad to 
have him by when I ſpeak to You, but no body elſe, 
and by this kindneſs of the Dukes, if ever I ſhould do 


any 


— 
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any thing afterwards againſt him, T muſt be thought 
the ungratefulleſt Man living. What good can it do 
You, Sir, to take Your dwn Childs Life away that only 
Erred and ventured his Life to ſave Yours ? And beſides, 
Sir, F am ſure Ican be Serviceable to you, and if I may 
ſay ſo, make the Reſt of Your Life happy , or at leaſt 
Contribute a great deal towards it. You may: believe me 
Sir, for IT do not tell You this out of Fear, but becauſe 
I do think my ſelf ſure of it. I do beg of You, Sir, if 
You have any thoughts of Mercy of me, that You will 
let me know it ſoon, for the ſooner I ſpeak to you the 
better. And now Sir, I do Swear to you, that from this 
time, I never will diſpleaſe you in any thing, but the 
whole Study of my Life ſhall be to ſhew how truly Peni- 
tent IT am for having done it, and how well' I will de- 
ſerve the Life you give me. And for the Duke that he 
may have a more firm confidence of the ſervice T intend 
to do him , I do here declare to your Majeſty, that I will 
never ask to fee your Face more, if ever I do any thing a-- 
gainſt him, which is the greateſt Curſe I can Jay upon 
my (elf, 


Monmouth. 


KING; mentioned P. 152 of the foregoing 


Account, _- 


£ 


Generolity,  {o as it may, get the. better of Your Anger to 
ine. I am half diſtradted, SIR, with the Thoughts of ha- 
ving offended You ; and the Torment ic gives me is perhaps 


Y not without hopes. of prevailing ar laſt upon You 


Over than Your forgiying Nature would know how to ins 
i& upon the moſt Criminal Offenders : The Charadter. I-lie 
under is too heavy for me to bear ; even Death. ic ſelf would 
be a xelief-ro me, could I have it without the Apgravation 
of leaving the World under Your Diſpleaſure: I muſt theres 
fore throw .my {elf ppon Your Compaſſion, which being. a 
Virtue fo agreeable to Your Nature, I hope Your Child, 
$IR, will not be an unfortunate Inffance of You denying 
ic, when: tis implored. I confeſs, STR, I have been in 
fault, miſlead, and inſenſibly engaged in Things of which 
the Conſequence was not enongh underſtood by me ;- Yer 

can ſay I never had a Criminal Thought towards Your Mas 
jeſty, not _— by. that to inſiſt upon an abſolute Ju« 
ſification of my ſelf. Your Majeſty will confider, thar 
whilft I was under the Apprehenſions of great Anger and 
Violence againſt me, it might eaſily corrupt niy Judgment, 


and by ſeeing Things in a wrong Light, betray me into ve- 


ry fatal Miſtakes t Bue now that I have had time to recol- 
le& iny ſelf, every thing like a Fault towards Your Majeſty 
appeareth to me in ſuch a teproaching terrifying Shape, that 
I have a remorſe for it, Which could ic be ſeen, I affure 
ray ſelf it would move Your Compaſſion to me. I humbly 
beg, SIR, to be admitted to Your Feet, and to be diſpoſed. 
of as You dire&, not only now, but for the remainder of 
my Life : And though my Reſignation is too full to admic 
any Reſerve, Your Majeſty will permit me to offer to You, 
Whether You will let paſs any thing as a Penalty upon me, 
which may lay a Stain upon -y Innocent Children? Whe# 

| n thet 


The Duke of Monmouth's Serond Leiter to the 


OU ruſt allow ihe, $7R, fill to imporrune. You 


ther You will make me undergo the Ignominy of a Tryal, be- 
fore You give ttte Your Pardon ? And of what Ute or Satil- 
faction it can be to You to forgive me, and yet give me the 
cruel Puniſhment, of heating may ſelf Arraigned for Trea- 
ſon againft ſuch a King, and. ſuch'a Father? And whether 
my being carried to the Tower in caſe You. be plealed to ex- 
cuſe my [ryal, cin have any Effe& but an unneceſſary Mor- 
tification of One, who God knoweth is already enough af- 
flicted, and ſome kind of blemiſhroo, ro my Family, as well 
as an uſeleſs Limitation of Your Majeſties Mercy ? © STR, ;1I 
lay theſe Things before You in the moſt ſubmitring _—_— 
that is poſſible, with an entire Reſignation 'ts what You ſhall 
determine. . Neither do I imagine”to receive Your Pardon 
any otherwiſe than by the Tnterceſſion of the Duke, whom 
I acknowledge to have offended, and am 'prepared to ſub- 
mir my ſelf in the humbleſt manner; and therefore beg Your 
Majeſty would dire& how [ am to apply my ſelf ro Him; 
and I (hall do it, not as an outward/Form, but with all the 
Sincerity in the World. If what have ſaid cati move You 
to forget my paſt Faults, it will 'be a Grace I ſhall cndea-. 
vour to deſerve by all the Actions of my Life : And T am fo 
ſenſible how ill a Guide my own Will hath been to me, that 
T am reſolved for the future to put it entirely into Your Ma- 
jeſties Hands , that I may by that means never commit a 
Fault but for wane of Your Dire&ions or Your Commands. 
Dear SIR, be pleaſed to revive by a kind Anſwer the moſt 
miſerable diſconſolate Creature now living, | 


Monmouth. 


The Copy of 4 Letter to the KIN G, Signed by the 
Duke: of Monmouth; mentioned P; 155 of the 
| foregoing eAccount: 


| Have heard of ſome Reports of me, as if I ſhould bave 
leſſen'd the late Plot, aid gone about to diſcredit the 
_ Evidence -given. apaioſt thoſe ,, who have died by Juſtice. 
Your Majeſty and the Duke know hbw Ingeriuouſly I have 
 own'd the late Conſpiracy, and tho' I was not conſcious of 
any Deſign againſt Your Majeſtics Life, yet I lament the ha- 
ving had ſo great a ſhare in the other part of the ſaid Cons 
ſpiracy. Sir, I have taken the Liberty ro put this in Writing 
for my own Vindication, andI beſeech you to look Gwank 
* and endeavour to forget the Faults you have forgiven me: 1 
will take Care never to Commit any more againſt You, or 
come within the danger of being again miſlead froni my 
Duty, but make it the buſineſs of my Life to deſerve the 


Pardon Your Majeſty hath granted to Your Dutifal 


Monmourh. 


FINIS. 


